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Preached on a day of Humiliati-$ 
on for the Errors,Heref et, & Sehifms 
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e Utinam lis, z-lus in nobis eſſet, & quidem non unum 
Altare erectum videmus, ſed innumera, Ferws in de- 
chm. in Toſh. 22 


Becauſe Epbraim ba:h made many Altars to fan, Al-* 
—_ tars ſhall be unto bim to ſ u, Hoſea 8. 11. 
Aud they aroſe and 100k away the Altars that were in 
S Teruſalem, 2 Chron. 30. 14. 
. We bave an'4l1 ar whereof hey have ) right to ene, 
642 > who ſerve the Tabernacle, Heb. 1 5. g. 50, 
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RIGHT WORSHIPFUL, 
Mr. Daniel Andrewes, 
Eſquire : 


ALDERMAN 


— 


of che Honourable City of 
| LONDON, 
5 


Right Worſeipful, ; | 
r dications of Books being 
Ee acuſtome no lefle com- 
” mendable common, 
Ax did engage my prefixing 
of your worthy name to 
this ſmall Fergie and 
ſimple (I dare not fo call it, for the mat- 
ter declared in it, but the management of 
it by the Author) Sermon : preached (in 
obedience to the commands of Church» £ 
Officers) ſome monethz fince, and now .., 
A2 publish 


F imovate new and falle princ 
practices of Divine worſhip, muſt needs 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


publiſhed to the provoking of more ge- 


neral zeale agaioſt ſinful Altars then dur 
times afford. Worthy Sir, the aimes 
propounded to my ſelf in this preſent 
Dedication, axe ſuch as are common to 
all Dedicacions ': Firſt, to expreſſe my 
than kful acceptance and 'acknowledge- 


ment of your undeſetved reſpect to me, 


a meere ſtranger in your frequent at- 


tendance on my Mioiftery ; and fervent 


expoſtulations with ſome in my behalf, 
in matters wherein I have been con- 
cerned, and many other wayes expreſſed. 


-2. Secondly and chiefly ro excite your zeal 


for,arid engage your attendance on Gods 
one only Altar diſtin from, nay, in op- 


C Pohrion to all falſe Altars of human ere- 


Qiof.Sir, Ido not inthe leaſt tax you of 
lukewarmneſſe, or ſuſpe& yout receſſion 
from Gods Altar : no, my ſelf, and ma- 
ny others that miniſter to the Lord, ha- 
ving obſerved your conſtant attendance 
on the Ordinances of the Goſpel, yonr 
countenance to the Miniſters otthe Go- 


- Tpel, your complaints againſt the Errors, 


Here ſirg, and Scbiſmes of the times, with 
your careful turning away from ſuch as 
iples, and 


bear witnelle that you are very fit to be 


The Epitth Dedicatory:- | 
one of the ten Princes of our Engliſh: Z/- 2 '' * 
rael, to be delegned to expoſtuſate with 
erate . coneeroing their _ 
ing (at leaſt) building of an Altar againft 
the Altat of the Lord, Sir, though 1 
ſpeak this without flattery, yet I cannot 
but obſerve you obnoxious unto danger, 
and a fit object of the Apoſlles Caution, 
LeiTim that thinks he ſtands, take betd 
left he fall: and that not only a5 you ate 1 or. 10 
a man ſub ject to infirmity, as ate your. - . 
brethren: but alſo as you are eminent 
by your place, a Ruler in our Ife CH. 
pable of being more ſerviceable ro God 
whileſt you ſtand, and to Satan if ni. 
fall. We ſee Corahs tchellſon and fotm- 
all Altar- building ia drew in tue bun- 
dred and fifty Ralers famous in the Cu- 2. 
gregation , and men of renoane. Satan 
| well knowes he is 2 mane an (hat 
drawes not after him ſomẽ Clients : and 
that the multicude (like Bees] follow 5 
their maſter. Hence his policie is to 
make the Leaders of the people, leaders 
of them into fin. May I therefore be 
bold to commend to your reading this: 
{mall Treatiſe, as an antidote” to tempra» 
tion, and guard agairft III the alaulesof - 
Satap, by which ke may labour to barter 
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Jer.36.13 
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The pile Dedicarery. 
in pieces your preſent zeale to the Lords 
Altar. And now, Sir, I cannot paſſe over 
the thicd common aime of Dedications, 
wherein yon may be ſerviceable to the 
Author; nay, to God andthe ſoules of 
men: that is, that your eminent Name 
may .commend this poore Sermon to 
pubttck acceptance, and your report of 
the words of the Lord therein ſpoke, 
may provoke a deſite in others the Ru- 
lers or chisTinful Citie to read and hear 
it: Sir, it is worth obſeryation that Ba. 
r#c6: coll written againſt Altar - build ing 
Fera[alem, from the mouth of the Pro- 
pher Jeremiah ; by the fayour of Micha: 
iab the ſon of .Gemariah the ſon of Sha- 
phan, obtained an audience from all che 
Princes; nay, In acceſſe into the pre- 
ſence of the King of Iſrael. If in this re · 
ſpeR this ſmall Tract may become a Ba- 
ruchs roll; It may be they will preſent 
fheir Tupplications before the Lord, and 
retwrne every one from bis evil way: for 
Sreat tbe anger and the farie that the 
Lord hath pronounced againſt this people, 
Sir, I will no longer trouble you, but 
leave it under the ſhadow of your 
Worſbips - favour, not doubting your 
readineſſe to cover the infirmities of 


N 
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The EpiiHe Ban ,, 


it. and its Author 


ul to your counſel and comfort in 
conſtant attendance on, and contentions 
for Gods one only Altar, This, Sir, 
ſhall be the daily prayer of him who 
ig, 


SIR, 
Tours to ſerve you 


in all Goſpel- Altar- 


miniſt rat ion 
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TO THE 


Reader. 
Courteous Reader, 
| How bat here a Sermon 
. ſome monetth; ſince preach» 
ed at the command e ſome 
i authority In the Church, 
| en 4 day of Humiliation 
for the freatng Errors, Herefies and 
Sciſmes of our place and times. It was 
then by ſome ſincere worſhippers at Gods 
Altar, de fired to be made more publibe; 
but wan \by the Aut bor denied, and 
adjudged to re maine in ſilence ; yet re- 
Mind Twporivinicy bath reverſed that 
ſentence, and preſented it 10 thy wiew 
and cenſure ; if thow haſt, as doth be- 
come the ſons of Zion beene ob{ervant of 
What hath paſt in our Engiiſh Irael, thou 
carft not but baves ſeene Church again 
3 * . 


urch, 


To the Reader, 9 


Church, Mins . 
apt againſ{ Baptijeve, Faß gg 
7. wing againſt Thankſ- 


(iving ; ſome worſeupping Ged ane Ways 
ither1 in a- way direth contræry. ([ortaine 
it is, both cannot. be the way \of. the Lord, 
we mt be hamane myention, will- wor- 
ſoip an Altar g Gods Altar, and 
ſe the object of zealous rifiſiance;'teeaive 
then this. ſmall Traft, as that which way 
by.\ the- grace ef God be in ſome. mea- 
[are wſefwl. to diſcover the finſul Altar, 
and diret? thy duty towards it. 

T wo ' things I "defire to pronviſe to 
thee. at the entrit ef the with: The 
firſt i an anſwer. to an objettion , of 
which in the prearrang of the. Sermon 1 
bad not time to take notice j neither dave 
ſince, I might bart dens, inſerted 
it; but think convenient to note to thee in 
thu place, It ij tb: nt 

If God will be worſhipped At. 018 en- 
ly Altar, how came it to paſſe that the 
Patriarchs and holy men of God did 
wor ip at Various and diſtinft Altars? 


Tothis Tant 


To the Reader. 


ure, and fixed bis Namie and prople 
ala Station : ere the Altais 


im 4 ſen 
5 of Abe am and the Patriarch in thei 
og avel; : but when Gol 
22 I we read not of 
and Kees who Do 
vid Was Gan 2 — . 
Le read of his 8 of r. 


taurus for t f 
hus rearing up Altar elſe 


| 7 Al . 
2 N 


were erefled, were able to plead extras 


1 . command fio 
nl Dn cn 
(en: of this nature was 
S158 Alia in mount Moriah, and Gidoons At- 
12 called Jehovah Shajom, Judges 6. 24. 
id: aud Davids Altar in the threſhing- floore 
ah': of Araunah the Jebute, 2 Sam. 24. 25 
Extraordinary precepts” cannot be ordina- 


þ "Tin, Theſe were ant hey bad 
7 2 , paſſed away as 12 2 7 
ſpecial occaſion for whic rms 
were ter 4. ſo that God had but one 
— Alvar at which he was 


conſtantly worſhippe d. Laitly, 


To bn. 3 
"Lofty, Though theſs Altar: mere 
2 and diftintt in master, yer ver 


— g | 7 2 [pence with the 
matter 'by an immediate command , it 
will be vo warrant ordinarily 10 fer wp 


Tie f. thing I wi premife, 

— : 17 wa of admonit ion; when thom ve · 
fe ſeaful -[ keep? ranke and 
fake. ep not” but of thy plaza and Þ 
ling © Inudde it the Mom, 4 (baive;, >) 
with awtbority to 'reprove , xrom- 
mbikute: nor 2 | . 
fo draw the: vengeance > 
Auer a priſent proeipita mi againſt 
byethren, In thy place objered the 
monde under it, admoniſs en 7 
if,* wait with patience and 45 
Jer” ber the Prien, and Prieſts of IK 
in Ys text" 2. Une, af tac \ 
in he text” under confideration, all iſrael 
were” wp in met with fword i 
band, and purpoſe in heart to\refift the 
| ah but "obſerve Joſhuah and Phine- 

the Princes and” Priefts of the Lord 
furnion' to it ; and lead them in ir: IH. 
nel might never ſtirre te wut till 
ſummoned by the ſumding alarm if the Nee. 
, 3 ble ') 


75 the Reader: 

trumpets : they. roſe not to warre 
21 the Altar of Baal, when Solo- 
mon wa addicted to 4 finful Tolerati- 
on. If God give Uagiftrater up to 4 
fiuſul indulgence of falſe Altars, it is 
#by duty to fit in peace, and by ſecret 
Wwonrnings to reſiſt t mw 2 thy irre- 
Een will be the finne of thy 
, and ſhame of thy profeſſion. Cour- 
tem Reader, Tet me therefore charge 
thee to perform? the practices of . piety 
with a ſpirit of peace, and to beep thy 
owne compaſſe in expreſſion of thy. ale 
to Altar. I will hold thee.no lon: 
ger, but to let thee know, that if any 
ſhall charge this Sermon. with widlence 
and bitterneſſe , it i nothing but what 
i expelted ; and therefore was endea- 
voured to be declined as farre as was 
conſiſt ent with Miniſterial plainneſſe and 
reale; and the charge being ground- 
leſſe, will not be regarded by the «Anu: 
tor, who hath taken it up for a lamen- 
tation ; that our dayes dewminate z4ale 
violence, and Inkewarmneſſe moderati- 
en, contending for connivence at, and 
indulgence of peſiti ve ſinne , and, endga- 
vourang to extend Toleration of all re- 
figions ſe farte , that Schiſmes, Errors, 


and 


To the Reader: 
and _Herefies may not only be. exempted 
from | the CMagiftrares ſword and 
Churches Cenſures, but vu Miniſte- 
rial reproof and private Chriftians com- 
plaint. So commending thee, to the con- 
fideration of thy duty bereby declared; 
and both it and thee to the grace of @ 
jealows God; 1 ſubſcribe my ſelf 


Thine to ſerve thee 
ast Gods fincers 
and ſingle Altar, 


Z. C. 


2 „rer ee 55S rere eee. 


? Errata, ? 
AgeG line 1 woid read would, p 161 7 for de- 
P fecton 7 defeRion, p 47 ( 25 for Congregrati- 
on rCongregation,p 49/20 for tonſent r conſent, 
oli r not ſe gil 5 ravif,p7gl 14 for are- 
| tiusr Actſius; 80 | 5 for for iar it, p 105 | 13 
; their of v of their,p 111 / 21 concernig v conceru- 
ing, 1201 lo word r wordie,p 11 hy immode- 
ratly r immediately p 138 { 11 unifermity r uni- 
| formiryp15o0lult, ſet v let. 
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The INDEX, 
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The Saints zeal againſt finful 


Altars, in which you have 


this Doctrine. 


Tz bull hug Altars beſides the Altar 
of Gods 1 4 26 rune to be ſeaſonably ſeen 


unto by es neere worſhippers at Gods Altar, 


Page 9 


This is illuſtrated by ſhewing, 
1. The 2 Zvification of the word Altar. 


p. 10, to p.20 


2. Several wayes of building Altars be- 
77 Ali) 


ae! Go 
Material. 20 
— 23 
24 
——— * ſencers * 
1. See in 4 
2. Senfibly daring t s wb 


it. 


— 32 
3Seaſonable 


[ 
1 
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© The Contents. 
3. Seaſevable caution and connſel.23 
4 Sd rome tewpration. 3 


35 
The : DoArine is proved by ſhewing the 
ſinfulne ſſe of the fin in reſpe& of the 
grounds of it. 
1. & novelty. 41 
2, Swelling pride. 46 
3. Se 7 ac and advantage. 2 
I. Receding from the Lord: 59 
— Will the rule of divine 
Worſbip. 2 
3. Rebelien lion againſt C God and the _ 


Sad effects of it. 
1. Re the Church. 73 


2. Running God upon fty ait s. 79 
i — 2 


7 pay 


Singularity 7 oi ſult, 91 
4 nu ng c 2 
gn qgernf fencing com — 
The Doctrine is applied by way 


of ex- 

amination, in which — 1. 

Characters of ſinful Ales by che 
concomitants of it. 

r. Deli: diſſonant to trutb. 100 

2. Publiks 


Thi Contents. 


3 ; Poblike role ical prediflions. 103 
— 3. Separation from t — a 
4. _— to Juch u miniſter at Go 


T21 
5. Diſtenſation of divine wor ſhip with 
ont due call. — © 126 


— 6. Doleful conteſts for univerſal Tolera- 


tion, 12 9 
Engniry whether as ſincere worſhippers, 

we have ö for Gods Als 

tar. 132 


Humiliation provoked by confidering : 


I, We fin ander ftrokes A 26 


2. — IG 
3. It wi us to — EL den 
140 
4. 1tis 4 ſymptome of Gods departure, 
rr 


The ſecond Uſe of the Point is exhor- 
tation to ſuch 3 as ſeeme to bud Al. 
cars. 

To admit enquiry,. t to give to bre- 
thren a chearful account of theit atti- 
ons, 1143 

Toſuch ac bave f or Pl Gods Altar, to 

return to it againe. 


147 
To ſuch as yet worſhip at Gods Altar, 
Ze. ſtick ts it, tc fand wp for it againſt all 


oppoſition. 150. 
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Fraterna Correptio, 


OR. 


SAINTS ZEALE 
Againſt Sinful 


Altars. 


Tore 22. the latter end of the 
19. verſe. 


Rk not PET: Lord, and rebel 


againſt us, to build an Altar be. 
— of the Lord. | 


Incerity in the Lords Wor- 
"Thip being alwayes fuſpici- 
- ons of mixture, corrupti- 
on or apoſtaſie; dock inſti- 


gate and bring forth a 262- 
lou reſiſtance of every — that _ 
B 


Cenſeg. 


but the ſhew of innovation : 


The Saints Zeale 


This we 
may finde very fully manifeſted by the 
ren tribes of 7/-ael, that had paſſed over 
?ordan, and poſſeſſed the promiſed land 
on that ſide: if we obſerve their zeal- 
ous carriage (grounded but on a ſuppo+ 
fition and ſuſpeRing jealouſie) towards 
theit brethren of the twa ttibes chat did 
abide on che other (ide of dan hien 
in chis Chapter is at large declared. 

The Chapter is, as the Book, Hiſtoti- 
cal; and containes in it theſe two 


parts. 

Firſts 4 7aſbuck's roligiaut diſmiſſion 
of Reuben, Gad, and the half tribe of Ma- 
naſſeh, to their allotted portion of the pro- 
miſed land: wherein after the com- 
mendation of their paſt obedience, ready 
attendance on their brethren, he ſends 
them away with a ſolemn ehargetocon· 
tioue their obedience to Gods Com- 
mandments, and their conſtant adhe- 
rence to him, with all their heart and 
ſoule, unto the 9. verſe. 

The ſecond part declares the Canſe- 
quents of cheir.ceturn, and they ate two 
as the moſt conſiderable. 

Firſt, che wert begun by them intheir 
return to their poſſeſſion: and that is 
the 


Againſt ſinful Alters. 
the building of a great Altar, like unto 
the Altar of God. A thing that 
might well provoke jealoulic, v. 9,10, 
Secondly, the wiſe carriage of their 
brethren towards them, aud theirs towards 
their brethren, on the jealous apprehenſi- 
ons of the work begun by them; and 


this is to the end of the chapter. And in 


their mutual carriage we may obſerve 
theſe things. 

1. The nine tribes and balfe obſerve 
it, they beard it, and beed it, v. l le | 

2, Prepare a power, andpurpoſe 4 
tive reſiſtance of it, if fond to 22 
they ſuſpeRed, v. 12. 

3. Preſently diſpatch Phinehas with ten 
Princes to demand an account of their 
work. and weighty reaſons that might 
induce to it: as alſo to caution and coun- 
ſe] rheir deſiſtance and ceſſation, v. 
13, 14. who coming to them diſcharge 
their duties, and execute their com» 
miſhon theſe wayes. 

Firſt, by repreſenting to them the 
apprehenſions of their brethren, con- 
cerning their Alcar-building, v. 16. 

Secondly,by tendring the fin vilein their 
ſight, if they had intended it as was feard: 
by aggravating the ſame by the fin of 

| B 2 fcbas 


( onſeq« 
2. 


The" Saints" Ztale 
«chan end Baal-Peor, for which ſins 
the wounds received were yet green, v. 

17. 8, and 20. | * 
Thirdly, requiring by their authority 
a ceſſation from ſo finful-a- work: and 
propounding an expedient to the con- 
ceĩved cauſe, v. 19. 

4. A patbetical, religions and bro- 
therly anſwer of the twe tribes and the 
balfe, unto the meſſage received fromi 
their brethren, - wherein they (chongh 
building an Altar) yet do not ſtubborn- 
ly deny co give their brethren an ac- 
_ of their proceedings therein: but 

0 

Firſt, by a ſolemn appeal to God, pro- 
teſt that it was not, 4s was ſuſpocted by 
their brethren, to ſeparate from them, or 
ſet up a place for the Lords worſhip not 
by him commanded, or to commit ido- 
latry. 

Secondly, they publiſh ihe very ground: 
and reaſons inducing, and end whereunto 
they built their Altar, after the faſhion of 
the Altar of Goa; (vin) that it might be 
a monument of their obedience, and re. 
lation to the Lord, as alſo an engage. 
ment co poſterity ro worſhip the ſame 
God, at bis own appointed place ; ſhut 
out 


W 
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Againſt ſinfal Altars- 
out the feared differences that might 
grow by the diſtance of their podeſi-, 
on; from v.'21.'4d 30. 

5. The pleaſant departure of the meſſen⸗ 
1 ſatisied in the anſwer received, 
and cheared by this evidence of Gods; 
preſence and mercy,v. 30, 31, 32. 

6", The peoples denomination of their f. 
niſhed Altar, according to their declared: 
end of its erection, v. 32, 34 

The chapter thus 22 you. may 
ſee the words of the text to fall 
under the ten tribes apprehenſion 
of the work of the two tribes; and 
meſſage delivered by Phinehas, and the 
ten Princes, and they are an authori-4- 
tive dehoyt ation, ' wherein we may ob- 
ſerve theſe two parts. 

r. The ſafpecled fin deborted from : to 
build an Altar beſides the: Altar of the 
Lord, 

2. The ſerious reaſons exhibited toen- 
force it, which are two, ſer:ing out the 
nature of the ſin as it is a rebelliow * 


zodes — 
againſt . 
Us, his People, 


5 3% If 


| . Bar z 12 
If rimewouid admit, andi it wete now 
convenient, I might from the diftribu- 
ted parts of the chapter infer many uſeful 
Concluſions aud neceſſary Doctrines, but 
that I decline. as a work more proper to 
the expoſition of the whole chapter, 
then indeed to any one thing choſen to 
be fpoken to in it. I might alſo if I 
delighted in the mincing of the words 
into many parts, obſerve many particu- 
lurs; 22 

1. The deborters, the ten tribe, by theit 
PriefÞ and Princes, 

. The deberted, the two tribes and 
N. 

3. The matter from which they are de- 
herted, from 6ailding an Altar befpde; the 
Altar of God. 

4. The manner of the dehorcation, 
wich the reaſons enforcing it. 

From theſe ſeveral parts I might infer 
ſo many ſevera{ Concluſion: and ſpeak to 
them particularly : bat my defigne and 
_ us, — fore you the finfalne/s 
of fnefed tar-building, ſuſpected by 
the ten tribes to be in ky in the ewo 
tribes; and therefove I ſhall defire you to 
look on the words, as an ybſtra& of the 
whole carriage of the ten tribes . 

che 
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the two tribes on a conceived guilt : or 

a comprndions manife lar ion of 1heir 

x Apo or the true Wor & 
ainſt t ofral drſeillon of their 

e eee 


As for the explication of the words; 
there is in them little or no diſſiculty: 88 


for what might be ſaid to ſhew this ſin 
to be 2 rebellion again God; and a · 
all (God wit 


= his people, 
ing) (peak to it in the doctrinal proſe· 
cation of the truth to be inferred: only 
I hall defire you to take notice, that 
from this hiſtory, is by the general judge · 
ment of Expoſitors inferred, the Magi · 
rates power in puniſhing berericks 4 


poſtates, 4 7 _— iformity of gy _ 
divine wor ſhip: nay, here edi 
the making war againſt ſuch as make de- 


ſection from the Altar of God; Piſ- 
cater faith, It was Pieiy is the tem tribes, 
that they reſolve to make War with the 
two tribes for their deſẽ lion from the true 
God. Th Aſſembly of Divines lay, Such 
was tbeir zeal, that they had rather hazard 
their lives, then ſuffer Gods tra- Religi- 
= — F ror God had — 
there ſhoald be but one place for pub · 
lick worſhip and ſer vice, Ind but one 7 
B 3 Altar. 


Annot. 


4 1 —  H a 


* 1 PG, 4 2 De Sint eale.. 
Altar. The Geneva and Dutch Annot#s 
tuora approve thẽ War. Not to note any 
thing out ot Popiſh Writers, as Vatab lun, 

- Catan, Cornelia oe A Lapide, Mau- 
and others, who generally juſtifie the 
war, and with Ferxe ſay, They ſent me(- 
ſengers to tr the crime, and bring to re- 
pentance, and were ready if the two tribe. 
obeyed not, armis diſcernere, to decide ab- 
matter by warre ; and this is neceſſary for 
yon to take notice of, that God had 
ordaived a' ſtation for his worſhip, a8 
well as for his people, and determined 
one ſpecial Altar tobeereged, to which 
he bound his people to bring all their 

0 va offerings, and by a poſitive Law. prohi- 
Deus dr} bited the erection of any other Altar, (as 

cum tan- in Deut. 1 2. is to be ſeen at large) then 
tim eſſe that which was built by Adoſes before 
altate in the Tabernacle, and afterwards by ge- 
— on 5 lomon in the Temple, which, as Piſcator 
ty pus uni. Obſerveth, laid a neceſſity on the ten 
ci Med: tribes to make war with the two tribes, 
acoris by reaſon of which they did not conſult 
Chriſti, whether they ſhould do it or no, but 
ſee nerva; the manner how to manage jr: ſo that 
unitatis in the ſtanding Ordinance of God, for ad- 
2 to one only Alter (as the* ligne 
Far. in loc. of one only Mediatout, and the bond of 


ynity 


Again ſinful Als: 5 
tinicy in Religion) was by chertrheribes 
contended fot, when they conceived 
their brechrens:exection of another A- 
tar, in a placediſtiah from that preſcri- 
bed by the Lord to be tbe violation 
thereof; and chis occaſioned the dehor- 
tation in the tent, Rebell not agaiuſt the 
Lord, nor rebel againſt us by building you 
an Altar beſides the Altar of rhe Lord, 
So that from the words thus genzrally 
conſidered and briefly opened, I ſhall 
commend to your,Chriſtian and ſerious 
confideration, this general Obſervati- 
on or Point of Doctrine. 

Erettion of, Altars be 
God, is a fin ta be [e 


tbe fincere 
The zealous 


religious reforming times: whileſt the 
neglect thereof is ſiagled out and fer up 
as the black butt of blemiſh to religious 
Aſaz Amaziah, Azariah and Jotbam, ſin- * Kings 


14 4%. 


cere Worſhippers of God, ** 


Rar for the more full proſecution of 
this 


this truth I ſhall prop this method, 


to ſpeak to y on by way of Illaſtration, 
Confirmation and Apphcaton. | 
Firſt, by way ſtration, and 


ſhall endeavour to open to you two 
things. | 

Firſt , how Altars may be ſaid to be 
buile, beſides the Alrars of God, and 
that even in Gofpel-dayes, 

Secondly, how md wherein ſincete 
Worſhippers of God are to act and ap- 
prove their duty in ſeeing to this ſin of 
Altar · build ing. 8 

Firſt, che» to ſpeak, th the firſt of theſe, 
(viz) bow Altars way be built, even nnder 
the Goſpel, befider the uur, of God 5 
I ſhall deſire you to conſider the terme: 

Altar is in Scripture : phraſe, properly or 
improperly” and figuratively ſigniſi- 
cant. | 

1. Ii A proper ſenſe,it ſignifies or ganam 
divini cults pracipaam, the chief — 
ment of the divine worſhip; ordained to 
be built before the Tabernacle, or in the 
Temple, on the which the Prieſts were 
to wait, hat they might offer the ſa- 
crifices the people were bound to pre- 
ſent in that very place; of which we 
reade in Dent. 12. where God — 

mands 
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Nr 


— 


0 
6 
8 
4 
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Az ainft final Altars, 
mundi an Altar to be built, and the pets 
le to worſhip him there: even an in- 
— — is ge 
nerally read in the Old Teſtament, for 
that very inſtrument of Gods Wor ſhip : in 
this ſenſe the Heathens generally uſe the 
word and thing, and the Papiſts con- 
tend for the ſame thing, byim on 
us the proper and reſtrict of the 
word: perſwading and practiſing the 
building of Altar, diſtinct places of di- 
vine worſhipfor the Sacrament of che 
Lords Supper to be offered on, whence 
they call chat Ordinance, the ſacrifice 
of the Altar, What man of but mean 
capacity and knowledge in the Scri- 
ptures, obſerving the Lord Jeſus the An- 
tity pe of bath Sacrifice and Alia, ſees 
not their aſſertion as well as argument to 
beJewiſh? (but I intending an illuſtrati- 
on, not contutation: This —. been by 
mam of the Learned confuted,) ſhaſl 
not ſtand upon or ſpend time to do it: 
only I defire you to note, that in this 
proper ſenſe God under the Goſpel, re- 
quiring no ſacrifices, requireth no Altar 
of Kone, or brick. or the like matter to 


de built unto him, but a ſincere and ſpi- Hieb. 23. 


zitual apprehenfion and adherence to 
Chriſt 


T2 be Saints Ceale 
— Cbriſt as our real and proper Altars wel 
Alte Vi- as ſaccifice,to which every believing lair) 
Chriſtam ig privileglo, not officio,"a ſpiricual-Prieft 
& ſacro- To offer prayer, praiſes, &c- unte God, 
lantum 1 Pet. 2 5. So that to build material 
— l. Alter; of wood, ſtone and the like, 
Hun 1, muſt needs be à ſin to be ſeen unto, and 
- Inepciſunr withſtond, as oppolite to Chtiſt out ane 
qui hine only Altat unto God; and that to con- 
altatia la- tend for Altars in this ſenſe, is ſo furte 

dea vel ftom my intent, that I with Paw de- 


— elate them fooliſb an frouple tbat ſo 
„ : IO « * 


Ghriſtia- * as; | be bee, 
-norum re- 2, [n an inmproperiand figurative 
2 af. , the word . ſtrictly and allegoti- 
tel. callyuſed by the Fathers, 28 Auguſtine, 
* Bece qua- Oprulus and others, when they do by 
lem Eccle- this word denominate:the Table, Inſt u- 
= — ment. or ſeat on which the bread and 
dire mere. the wine at the Lords Supper was place 
bit t qui ad the Altar, and ſo did vulgarly call that 
convivium Ocdinance the S 4cramment of the Altar: 


upt'ale, * 0 - , 6 
8 the which terme of theirs the Papiſts ta 


1 fing advantage or occaſion by, labout to 
— — Altars, & impoſe it on us on 
aut ebrio· 


"us, aut adulter, c. reſumir acce dere. Qui agnoſcens rea- 
— ſuum ipſe ſe ab Rien Eccl, bz Tubtraxerir ab æterno 
Illo & celeſti convivio excommunicart penitus non time- 
bin. Aug. in C hriſta v. De lighis e juſdem ſtact. Anug.td Ben. 


e. 50. p 
paine 


Agtinſt foful- Mtzrs. 15 
peine of herefie to de received; nuch d- 44 Al 
vancing the Fathers above the Seriptures cue vili- 
authority, the which their perſons an 8 
jodgements were lubſect to, and wWboſo- G, ccc 
ever obſerves the expreſſions of the Fas multi ſce- 
thers, doth clearly fee the oppoſition of lerati acce- 
Ara in the Temple to our Alia in pere pole 
Heaven, the denomination - 6f it the nd _ 
wedding Supper, snd in expreſſe termies gn 
ſometimes the Table, and rbe Lordi Sap. precurſor 


per, cannot bur confeſſe that they did al- pro nobs 


tegorically uſe the tetme Altar: 'and incrowvit 

in their complaints of the furiouscarriage I-65 nul- 
of the Donatiſts and Arrianys, cry out of — 5 a 
their breaking down of the boards of polſunt. + 
the Altar, and —. times expreſſely aug de ne- 
of the tablet, and burning the wooden cf. N 
board; &c. fot many of them at laſt, ſee- Tenge. 
ing the corruption which began to an 

gtow by the uſe of the word Altar, 
where the thing was denied did more nenſam 
warily and improperly uſe 5pam/{av a ligneam 
table, for the place of the elements: ſo Tabulis 
that in this ſenſe we do not take the Eecleſæ 
word Altar in the Doctrine: for though — 
the Sacraments be parts of the divine rant rde 


25 | elata com- 
buflerunr, A cho. ep, ad ſolitariam vd am ager tes: quid eſt 
Altare 2. ſedes cor poris & ſangulais Chiiſti. 


worſhip, 


worſhip, yet I (ball not limit and bound 
the word Altar to the place and ordi- 
nary inſtrument of their uſe: for I ſhall 
ſay of Tables in private places, as Bu 
linger of fixed Altars, or rather Tables 
fo called. ] condume cheans, not being uſed 
to the proper end, and ina right manner. 
Only the conveniencie of publick In- 
ſteuments, kept in publick places , 
to publick ends duly preſerved, Iam 
ſo far from reſtraining the terme Altar, 
to (ignifie that inſtrument we volgar- 
2 the Communion Table, that I 
Dias hu- ſhall with Peter Mari / coufeſſe the ca · 
juſwodi tachreſtical uſe of it by the Fathers, and 
- zdfi- .cknowledge words of this nature thus 
uſed, may not profit the people, but ac- 
poris cidentally draw them to have too teve 
illem ad rend aneſteem of Jewiſh, Heatheniſh, 
— and (let me now ſay) Popiſh rites, the 
Aan ran ſenſe not being underitood in the uſe of 
impelle- the word. 
bant: cum , 
czc3 quidam zaxoZuag ram à Judzisquim abEchoicis & 


Aluria & alios ritus mutuartntur. Pet. art. les. (om: 
þ. 397. 


I 


Having refuſed the proper ſenſe of 
the word Altar, and that reſtrict im- 
proper figurative ſenſe, uſed in paſi . 

91 


Againſt ſinful Altars. 15 
8 come now to cog» 

ie in a ſe . 2 16 5 
—— — — 

at is in a ,,J ical and ſyne 
chical ſenſe of the word «Altar, which 
being but an inſtrument, (t 2 
principal one) of the Worſhip of 
under the Law, is put forthe whole ani 
every part of it: and being the ſigue 
of it, in often uſed to exprefie. divine 
Worſoip ſignified, ſo that we muſt note a; 
the Alter uſed in that ſenſe that a learn- Unde 
ed man affirmes Sacrifice to be uſed, nan 
both words coming from the ſame word 
root in the Hebrew, which ſignifies ta the text, 
ſacrifice,and. ſo the Alias are called S eſt ſacrib- 


. ; i vox 
crificatories, and that is for the whole eo 


= 


Worſhip of God, of mhich the ſacrifice em g. 
ive — — 4 Chief part, ques 
prie de ſa- 


cribcatione, & genetatim pro toto cu tu uſurpatur cujus 
a on fere Ain pars fuit ſicrificium. Vid Stuch· de ſa- 
eriſicio . 


The word Altar thus put to expreſſe 

the Worſhip of God, we (hall finde in, 

many places of the Old = and generally chies po- 

uſed ſo in the New Teſtament; 28, Kings ted incel- 
oor 


culrum divinitdsinſtirucum — kq#!p no» 
vo idololatrico in vecto. Par. n Rom 1, 3. 19.14. 


4 de . l 2 
„ k o 


- Sp S 

15 be Sault, Sul 
19. 14. Bljab his complaint of A. 
babs re the Altars of God, 
which though it be by ſome! underſtood 
literally, in its proper ſenſe; yet by o- 
thers it is expounded, thathe demoliſhed 
the Wor ſbin f God, and thus generally 
the defect on of Gods Worſhip is cal- 


led « coſtmy off nd for/aking the Alias 


of Cd; gad reformation, a reſtoring: of 
the ſame: ind from this metonymica} 
nnd ſynechdochical ſenſe, it comes tobe 
. -. metaphofically' uſed to expreſſe the 
-  Worlbip of God under the Goſpel; 
wherein theſe inſtruments of Worſhip 
are not at all uſed , and ſoin-thoſe Pro- 
phecies which predict the Propꝛgation 
of the Goſpel, and the Worſhip of 
God we ſinde promiſed; the Temple and 
line am. the Covenant of the Priclthood to be 
nia quæ de reſtored, and the Altars of God to be 6 
Altari de reed, as in Jer. 33 17, 18, 21. So als 
votis & {ſq the Lord promiſeth to ſer ap bis Al. 
— tar in Egypt, as in /. 19.19. and that 
non ſunt 1% Egyptians ſhould offer ſacrifice unto 
intelligen · Him, . 21. Which muſt needs be un- 
da. Leviti» 
cd, ſed Eᷣ—- | | 
vangelice; Prophera Levititis verbis Ggnigcat ca ſacra quæ 
Evangelio Chriſti docentur. Bren. in lac. 


1101 ; d:rtogd 
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Adiinft finful Alus. 
derftood of rhe Go} 1 Wor ſhip, which 
ſhould be and bath Ale ecboed in E- 
t, ind not in that licersl ſenſe appre- 


Ea by Osias the High Prieſt, and 


urged as-the great argument to pers 

fade, and indeed did (though with 4 

cleate teluctancy of Bis 

ohn thoughts) prevaile Altaris autem nomi- 
with Ptolemy Philometor* ne utitur ad deſignan · 

then King of Et, to build dum velurd'figno cul- 


4 Temple there, and actord- fn 2 quod — 


ing ro their zealous ig- ciriaellent pietatia. Cats. 
_—_ ro accompliſh a 2 

Propbecie 2c tie pretend - 

ed, - although they never ol the 
accompliſhment of * chis Prophet iu 

the Egyptians, ſpeaking t 4 

tins crying Fa Lori . 2 
ſacrifice and oblation; nnto 1 28 "us 
bringing in the Afﬀyrian to joyne wich 

them, and Iſrael as the third partie; all 

which 2re promiſed to be the concathi+ 

rants of this Aliar· erection, and there- 

fore muſt confirm the former ſenſe oe 

the word. Altar as taken forthe Goſſ 

worſhip of God : ſoit is alſo ul in 

the 56. chaptec of this ſame Propbecie 

df Iſaiab, the ſeventh verſe, * where, i. 
God promilcth the 1 of thi e. ber. 


ſtram etiam - 


The Sainte Zeale- 
er ta be accepted on his Aber, that 
IS worſhip they (ball do unto him 
gh Chriſt; and thus alſo in the 
Hangs. the, Worſhip of God 
is New ed by this word Altar, as,1Cor. 
13: 19, 18. wherein be ragherd, that 
ſuch a as ate employed d in the Werte of 
God muſt de maintained by it: and 
that ſuch as cate of the ſacrifice offered 
| "= partake in the worſhipof i- 
dols :- and ſo t Me word Altar muſt needs 
I, 'Fpnifie che Worſhip of Gad; in Math. 
"0 wherein. our, Saxiouc by 2 kind 
Loqnitu more ſe- e ee of ſpeak- 
culi, quando bl i ring ns ſhews the neceſſity 
omnis generis ene broth erly agreement, 
c in wth befare an 


ciorum oach . to 
— = od. in any. 2 4 4 N 


erant ; 
Dei cult 
hendit ext ny 1.4 * Worſhig - 
in loc. fe Colitpr. Le, 500 Gait "es engl 
& Diomſ. Fartbaſ. di penſed ar A 
Nic bh the ſubjects 44 140 and Les 
diſpenſations cannot partake, Heb. 
- 10. ſo. that, thus you ſee the word 
* though! h a 'egal . yet capable 
an Evangelical igni on- 
1 py bac 952 10 * the Rote on 
of the Goſpel, t 2 gd ut 
* the Table, on w 
— 


Man finful Altars. 
wine is ſet in the Lords Supper; but al- 
ſa as it ſignifies the whole Me ofGod; 
and io chis ſenſe I underſtand. ic in the 
doftrine, and Call defice ro be under 
ſigod in the whole diſcourſe about it: 
for 23 the Worſhip of God was 2+ 
the Jewes, corrupted and de« 
clined by the building of any Altars, 
befades the one only Altat preſcribed by 
the Lotd: ſo under the Goſpel, all in- 
novat ion of principles and practices, o- 
ver and above, below or beſide the pte · 
ſcribed Worſhip of Godin his Word, 
I conclude to be 4 robelling again} the 
Lord and bis People, by hl an Al- 
tar infider be Altar of God; for that to 
build a ſinful Altar beſides the Altar of 
God, is in the language of the Pſaimiſt 
to defile our felves with vr own works, 
and to go a Whorinp after our own invents- 
ovs it is to refuſe ro own the object 
to be the Author of divide Worſhip; to 
be regulated by any other Law, then 
our own geafon "dictates , 
and will determines, and Religio ſupra ſtatu⸗ 
Ade e 2 God ee 
i$ people, that . - * 8 
Nrecuel es ſopenſtiiom and wils 2 ac conſticut 
worſhip which the Apoſtle 
C 3 des 


The Saint Zeale 


dehorts the Chriſtians from, Col. 2. 23.” 
and this was a (in not only committed 
under the Law and Levitical Worſhip 
of God, but may alſo be committed un · 
der the Goſpel: 1, and hath been; for 
the Fathers in che primitive times were 
wont to obſerve and declare the Arrians, 
Novatians, Donatiſts, and other ſchiſma- 
tic l hereticks, diſturbing the peace of the 
Chutch, corrupting the docttine of faith 
and Worſhip of God, Altare adverſus 
eAltareerigere, to build Altats beſides 
the Altars of God. And that you may 
the better underſtand the fame, I (hall 
brieff / ſhew you bow Altars may be 
built, either matetially, objectively, or 
formally. 

Firſt, Altats may be built againſt. the 
Altars of God materially, a3 when any o- 
ther matter is innovated an introduced 
into the Lords Worſhip,as an eſſential part 
therof,which the Lord himſelf never preſert-' 
bed or required; and thus under the 
Law, the Jewes are ſadly complained of, 
and condemned, for the nig of 
thei Altars as tbeir (ities, Ict. 11. 13. 
and according to the multitude of their 
fruit, Hol. 10. 1. which were no other 
then 


Againſt ſinful Altars. 
then material organs of divine Wor- 
ſhip, diſtinct from that one, by which 2 
lone God would be adored: ſuch as 
theſe were Jerohoams two Altars at Daw 
and Berbel. and ſuch as generally all the 
uſurping Princes of the ten tribes of 
Iſrael, and ſome of the Kings of daß 
did etect. And under the Goſpel we 
may obſerve the guilt of this fin charged 
on ſuch as called themſelves true, but 
are branded for falſe Apoſtles, 2 Cor. 
11.13. in that they impoſed on the 
Chriſtians Circumciſion , and the Le- 
vitical Law as eſſential parts of Gods 
Worſhip, whileſt ic was a matter in ab- 
rogating and aboliſhing, though ic had 
formerly been eſtabliſhed: ſuch are cauti- 
ouſly ſeen unto by the Church at Antioch: 
and conſiderateſy condemned by rhe 
Councel of the Church convened at ers 
ſalew: Acts 15; 24. for that they 
troubled the people of 


God 9 and * ſubwerted. * dyeruwva'{orTrs ad 
their fouls from the pro. Yvx=5, Unde argumen- 

preſcribed Worſhip © ——_—_— 2 
of God. Theſe Saint Paal Pad dale chage fi nr at. 


g i d deſtru- 
in e b Beine ro e 


Corinth, Galatia, Epbeſme, 
Coloſſe, or others, writes againſt, as ſub- 
C 3 vert · 


Lev, 10. 


1,2 


The Stints Nair, 
verterers of the fincere Worſhip of 
God received, and Innovators of cheir 
own inventions and impoſitions , 
therefore called a will-worſhip, Col. 
2-23. This innovation ot rather reten- 
tion of the mattet of Levitical Worſhip 
under the Goſpel, is by the Authour to 
the Hebrewes, fer in a diametrical op- 
poſicion (thorough the whole Epiſtie) 
to the Goſpel- Altar of Ged. and decla- 
red to be ſo ſinful, as was incovſiſtent 
with participation in the Chriſtians Altar, 
in Heb. 13.10, Thus alſo the Papiſts 
innovating the croſſing ceremony, ſancti- 
fying water, the five ſactameuts, ſacti- 
ſice of the Altar, the A Maria, ptay- 
ers to Szints, and the like mittets, as 
eſſential parts of divine Worſhip, do 
clearly in the very matter build Altar i be- 
Ades the Altars of God: ſo thatif the Mi- 
niſters of God do offer unto God any 
other matter as acts of divine Worſhip, 
their Miniſtery will not ſanctifie their a- 
ction, but their innovation makes them 
ſubject to the guile of Altar-buildirg, 
whileſt the matte t of their offering be 
like to the fire of Nadab and Abihy, 
ſtrange fire before the Lord. 
Secondly, this fin of building _—_ 
C- 


Apainſt fal Altars. 
beſides the Altars of the, Lord, map de 
committed objeJively, when the ve- 
ry material Altar continuing, 2 diveried 
from its proper objell, unto ſuch as not 
bring Gods, cannot be the object of divine 
Worſbip: as when the Temple is uſed to 
idolatry , the incenſe of the Lord is 
ſmoaking before idols, the ſacrifices of, - 
God are offered unto © Baal, and the 
like ; all which, chough in themſelves the 
very Altar and proper matter of the 
Lords divine Worſhip : yet not bein 
duly rendred to him, is the hiding * 
an Altar beſides bis Altar; this lin was 
committed by Manaſſeh, in diverting the 
Temple to idolatry : and is expreſly di- 
gitated to Ezekiel, when God [hewes 
bim the defilements of bis Sanfuary, the 
cloud of incenſs aſcending before tht ima- 
get, and the twenty five men worſhipping, 
not God, but the Sun, Ezek.$. And of chis 
God complaineth, (vi) that they had 
defiled his Sanctuary, when they brought 
in theit idol · ſervice into his holy place, 
Ezek,5,11, 23, 38. for the Temple of 
eruſalem was not the Temple of the 
ord, whileſt diverted to idols, any more 
then the temples of Apella, or other 
heatheniſh'gods are ſuch, when by Chri- 
C 4 ſtians 
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The Saints Zeale 
ſtians they axe . into convenient 
places, for the Aſſemblies of Gods peo- 
ple to worſhip in: ſo that now under 
the Goſpel, to give divine Worſhip to 
any but the true God in Chriſt, is to 
build Altars againſt him, and deſtroy 
his; for though prayer be 2 part of 
Gods Sacrifice and Worſh p, yet it is not 
ſo, nay, it is oppoſite thereunto, if Da- 
rin the King, the Lady Mary, Peter, Paul, 
or any other Saint whatſoevet be rhe 
object chereof: and ſo the Sacrament of 
the Lords Supper, a great part of Gods 
Goſpel. Altar, ceaſeth ſo to be by the of» 


fering it unto God, as one to be appea- 


ſed, ſatisfied and reconciled by a ſacri- 

ce; and not as one already ſatisfied 
and appeaſed; nay, it is by the change 
of the object. changed in its owne na- 
ture, and of Divine made will-wor- 


ip. 

Thirdly, Alrars may be built beſides 
the Altars of God, formally ; when the 
very Altar, ſacrifice, incenſe, and every 
matter of the Lords Worſhip is retained, 
and performed to the very object of 
divine Worſhip, the true God in « fal/e 
manner of adminiſtration : matter miſ- 


carrying in the forme is changed, as co 


ics 


Ag ainſt ſinful Altars. 
its nature; for the axiome is true, that 
forma dat eſſentiam: the forme deno- 
minztes the thing ara n, 2ccording 
to that which it is, diſtinguiſheth- ix 
from other things, and indeed makes it 
to be what it is; for the matter is indeed 
the principium paſſivam, capable of de- 
ing whatſoever the forme doth make it; 
being the principuum acti- 

vum: and thus the ſlaying Forma eſt principi- 
of beaſts byprivate men is no n _— per quam 
more then a moral act of s — — - 
laughter 2 which when operatur. — 
done by the Prieſt, is the re» 

ligious act of Sacrifice: and ſounder the 
Law, Saxl: offering of beaſts in ſacrifice, 
is ſo far from being divine Worſhip, 
that it is denominated diſobedience, 
becauſe not done according to the pre- 
ſcribed forme of God, who not only or- 
dains the matter of his Worſhip, bur 
alſo the manner and forme thereof : 
and in this ſenſe the fin of Cerab and his 
company may be ſaid to be the crecting 
of an Altar beſides the Lords Altar , 
when by the gathering of a guedab or 
Congregation out of the Congregation, 
they did ſeparate from the Church of 
God, and on the pretence of Piety cry- 


ing 


I Sam. 15. 
22,23 


Numb. 16 their cenfers, chat they ſhould be plates 


16, 17. of memorial, that no ſtranger, not of 
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ing up all the people as holy, invade the 
Miniſterial deſpenſation of Co without 
due forme and order: whereby they pro- 
voked the Lord co vindicate the for- 
mal adminiftration of his Ordioances 
by the ſeveriry of his jadgements on 
chem, and by bis Statute concerni 


the ſeed of Aaron formally called, pre- 


ſame to celebrate divine Worſhip : and - 


their (in the Apoſtle Fade in his general 
Epiſtle notes, to have been committed 
under the Goſpel ; and in all the action 
we finde nochange of the matrer, but 
only the miſcarriage of the manner in 2 
ſeparate way, by ſuch: as were not for- 
mal Miniſters. An act like unto this was 
that of Vzz bs, in 2 Sam. 6.8. in lay - 
ing hold upon the Ark of God not for- 
mally called : the danger of religions 
raine will br no Warrant for men not for- 
wally called to it, miniſterially to ſupport 
and ſave it. 

The great aggravation of Jeroboams 
ſin and evidence of bis Altars to be 4 
870 the Altar of God, was his expulſion 
of ſuch as were formally called ro cele- 
brate divine Worſhip, and —_— 
0 
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of his ufurped Mapiſtracy, by an nſarped 
Midiſtery, (for be that would, made 
him/eff a Prieft, to adminiſter ſacred 
actions contrary to Gods ſtanding Law. 
and ſignal ſeverity on Corab and his 
company for this ſin) as we at large fee 
in 2 (ron. 13, 9, 10. whileſt Ab j ab 
declareth dab ro retain the truth of 
Gods Worſhip ind Altar, not only in 
the matter and object, but the forme 
and manner thereof by the fanding Mi- 
niſtery of God. And as we finde the pri- 
vation of the forme under the Law in ſa · 
cred diſpenſations, to be principiang 
tranſmutationts, the changing of the na- 
ture of the Ordinance of God, from 
holy to profane : fo alſo we ſhall ſee it 
to be under the Goſpel; for though ad. 
jaration in the Name of Jeſus be in it ſelf 
a ſacred action, yet when diſordetly and 
precipitarely without * for- 


mal authotity uſed by the * — 
Exorcifts, it will provate n De & Chr a. 
the devil himſelf to juſtifie — — 


the power of Jeſus and Paul, donis meras. calv. in loc. 


but to corment theſe u- 
furping Intruders, A/ 19. 13, 14, 15, 
16. The neglett of the formal admini- 
ſtration of the Lords Supper in the 
Church 
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Church of Corinth, will engage 2 fincere 
Paul to affirm poſitively, it 
1 Cor. 11. 20, Ne is * not to eate the Lord: & 
— — ter at all; for the forme 
legitim? edere, &: non deſtroyed the entity which 
ere. Par. in lor. muſt be reſtored by a for- 
mal returne to the firſt ſa· 
cred inſtitution: and I cannot but ob- 
ſerve the care and paines taken by 
the Authour of the Epiſtle to the He- 
brewes, in aſſerting the formal inauge: 
ration, and exerciſe of the Lord Jeſus in 
the work of the High Prieſt towards 
God; that he might convince the Jews 
that he was no uſutping Impoſtor, but 
really and formally the High Prieſt ex- 
pected, eſpecially in che fifth chapter of 
che Epiſtle. 

So that hereby we may ſee that men 
may provoke God by their own inventi- 
ons, and go awhoring after their own 

y wayes, in not only adulregating the at- 
ter, but alſo the yery mavney of the Lords 
worſhip : and this muſt needs be a grie- 
vous ſin in Altar-building, to make Gods 
Altar to ſtand againſt ic ſelf, nay, whileſt 
it ſeemes to be (and ſo is more apt to ſe- 
duce,) what indeed for want of minifte- 
rial authority, and formal diſpenſation 

ic 
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it is not : thus the Aſſemblies of the 
Novatias, Donatifts and Arrians , 
though uſing Word, Prayer and Sz» 
craments, were denominated builders of 
Altar,: for that action, which is (a- 
cred in the hands of a Miniſter, is but 
common in the hands of private men; 
the Lords Supper duely adminiſtred by 
a lawful Miniſter thereun'o ordained, 
will be but at the beſt a Corinthian love» 
feaſt in a Joby of Leydens hand: and Ba- 
ptiſme x ſacred (igrie and ſealing part of 
Gods Worſhip, when adminiſtred by a 
lawfal' Miciſter in the Aſſemblies of 
Gods people, will be (to uſe, but not to 
own the Anabaptiſts phraſe} but 67 
weſbing by a Midwiſe, and but meer 
waſhing of the body by the loweſt of rhe 
people, renouncing ot never receiving 
Miniſterial authotity: preaching of the 
Word, the great part of Gods publick 
worſhip in the mouth of a Miniſter, will 
be but the ſimple ſpeaking of things as 
good or true, but not as engaged by of- 
hce to enforce with authority by a pri- 
vate man. Having thus given y outo ſee 
what 1 underſtand by Altars, and the 
different wayes whereby they may be 

built 


» 
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built, beſides the Altar, of God. -I (hall 
cloſe this firſt part of the illuſtration of 
the Point, with this fad obſetvation which 
I eannot be ſilent in, viz. that the. cor- 
ruption of our nature and times it apt 


te carry us frem/one extream 10 another, 


Whileſt we are reforming material in- 
A the Dovations, we run after a ſuperſtit ions 
learned manner of adminiſtration of ſacred 


Didaclavi · worſhip; and though we lately, and 


us, alias i j 
ld, yer londiy cried far thepurity of Gods 
i Altar, yet we are apt to deſtroy the 


weed cid pomer, by taking amay the-Priefly mi. 


nate the niſterial authority thereof, which mult 
— ons . make aRions ſacred, and 
rrons © parts ivine wa chip. , 
— come now in the next place te (hew 
' you what mult be done hy ſincere wor- 
ſhippers of God, that they may di- 
chaxge their duty of ſeeing to this (in of 
Altarrbuilding ; in the te ſolution of which 
I ſhall dictate ſome few. directions from 
the precedent in this chapter ; wherein 
if we; obſerve the, carriage of the ten 
tribes od this concaived act of Alt- 
build;ng, we ſhall finde theſe duties to ha 
* ſuch as would ſee to this 


Firſt, ib muſt ſatisfie themſelves of 
the 
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the certainty of ſuch an all to be in agitati- 
em; they muſt take i of che 
fact before they condemn it : they muſt 
have eures and eyes open to attend co 
reports, and obſerve aRions; and hearts 
rightly acted to apprehend and deter- 
mma the nature of ſuch things 26 they 
hear and ſee; they maſt not ſhut their 
eyesat all — — 
own liberty at home a nor live az. peace 
themſelves, and leave all others to ſerve 
God as they liſt; but knowing that there 
it hut one God, and one Altat or way of 


worſhip. they mult. ſee whether all that 


call themſelves hy the Name of the God 
of Jacob, do wait on him at that one A. 
tar, or erect any other to any ſinful end. 
Thus we ſhall finde the den tribes carrie 
towards their brethren; they ate fo farre 
from condemding complaints of this na- 
ture,” and contending. forthe liberty of 
the men, that they take notice of ru- 
mours, and are ready to fire their bea · 
cons. on 2 bare report: ſee, v. 11, 12, 
they beard ſay, and begin toſtit 3, yet they 
tun not raſhly upon a. bare report to 
ryine their brethren, but ſend choſen men 
to require and receive an account of the 
work in hand, by them ſuſpected to be 
2 
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ſinful Altar-building : who returning ſn» 
tisficd-in themſelves, do alſo fatisfic rhe 
Congregation; ſo that the firſt thing to 
be done, is to ſearch out the certainty of 
the thing © that by ſinſul ſilence occalions: 
ed by non obiervance, they indulge not 
building Altar: beſides the Altars f 
Cod, on the one hand , or on the other 
run raſhly on the ruine of their brethren, 
condemning without conviction, the ge · 
neration of the innocent in a juſt a- 
ction. 94 , 
Seconely, they mult - ſenfbly a 
themſelves with the — Fs 
: the ſad aggravations thereof, The hiding! 
Job. 20.12 of fin under the tongue ſhews that it is 
13- ſweet in the month, and reſolv ed to be 

kept and ſpared. Sins aggravation is the 

toules exaſperation agatoſt it, wherein 

it is extenuated the heatt is not affected 

with ſorrow for it, or zeal againſt it: 
Nehemiah ſeeing to the reformation of 

Ne3-17 the Sabbath of the Lord, heigh:eris the 
ſin to his own and the Pe ſenſe; 

What evil is it that yon dod vet your 

fathers thi? did not Got bring all this evil 

for this ſin will ye yet | bring the wrath of 

God on wa ? So the fineere worſhippers 

of God inthe text, contending _ 
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ſinne of Aliar- building; we muſt then 
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tho, ſuſpicious act aggravate it very 

much, calling it 4 treſpaſſe committed, 

4 turning away frem the Lord, rebellian 

a- God and their brethren conſideting 

it to be a provocation of divine wrath, vert 16 
patellelling it wich «Fcbaxs ſome ; und ,, 18. of 
making it the more grievous, becauſe of chi; chap. 
the band of God yet on chem for the 

late ſinne of Baa/-peor ; in reſiſting the 


not abate, but aggravate the ſinful nature 
theccof; for aggravations exttact ſorrow 
and emulate zeal. 

Thirdly , /eaſonably caution, and ſeri- 
ov ſly counſel the de ſiſt ance of /o finſal « 
deſigne ; all meanes muſt be uſed co cure 
the wound before it be pronounced ia · 
wedicabile valnus enſe recidendum , in- 
curable: for although to ſuffer obſtina- 
cy agtinſt advice, were ſinful indul- 
gence; yet to ſtrike precipitately 
without ſolid conviction, and ſeti- 
ous counſel. ro defiſt, is no better 
then Papal tyranny. Sincere worſhippers 
molt in-contending for Gods Altar, be 
acuated by Gods counſel, to give 
firſt and ſecond admonition before the te- Tir. 3.10 - 
jection of an bererick, and imitate the 
pattern of Gods patience, in ory 

D an 
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and wooing before they war: ſin perfift- 
ed in againſt counſels and cautions, 
pleads the equity and neceſſity of ju- 
Rice and ſeverity: whileſt the purſuit of 
iniquity without theſe preventing means 
bears the complexion of paſſionate;and 
prejudged executions : and therefore 
the ten tribes though afſcmbled with 
ſword in hand, and purpoſe in heart 
to correct this ſuppoſed finne : check 
their courage, and command a ſtay to 
their  proccedings , till they counſel 
their brethrens ceaſing from ſo ſinful a 
deſigne by the embaſſie of Phinebas,and 
his aſſociates, 

Fourthly , ſpeedily accommoilate our 
brethren With a removal of what ariſeth 
from our ſelves as an accidental tempta- 
tion to the finne,and may ſafely be remo» 
ved: ſelf-intereſt is alwayes a ſad ob- 
truer of fincere contentions far Gods 
worſhip: when 'ſelf-denial ſets Gods 
Altar above all our own enjoyments, 
and commands a condeſcenſion of the 
toweſt and hardeſt ſuffering tearms that 
may anticipate poſitive and direct ſinne: 
Sincere worſhippers mult have a PA 
ſpirit, co become all things to all men, 
that all men may in ſincerity * 

0 
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Goſpel of Chriſt; who will rather ve 
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eat fleſh then any (hall thence cake ↄccu· 
ſion to refafe or recede from Chriſtianzy*” 
who will rather labour wich his hands 
then that the burthen of Gods wor- 
ſhip ſhal! make it be diſtaſteful (though 
he have power to expect, if not exact 
maintenance) and like untu the tenne 
Tribes in the \ Text, who will rather 
though to the diminution of their al- 
ready divided inheritances, admit any- 


ther divifon, and allow * a 
portion for their brethren, 
then that they ſhall dwide 
from the Altar of God: 
Knowing that it is bettet for 
them to admit poverty then 
— 7 Ground ieſſe 

rupuloſity ſometimes doth 
(as in the caſe in the Text it 
was eopxecqured to bave 
done) engage men to ſchiſme 
and ſepatation from the 
ſincere worſhip of God; 
therefore wherein the pre 
tended cauſe , though clear» 
ly accidents); may with ſome 
diſadvantages as to out Own 


* Credibile eſt ple⸗ 
raſque tribus non ni- 
mis oe all fe 
cum rat m eſſent 
Cananai; & tamen 
gentett ob hominua 
multitudinem 4 rc pe- 
cuniaria copioſiſſima 
ſedibus atque poſſeſſi- 
ohibus retipere 3 ſibĩ · 
que utb&s atque 4 
gros illis atttibu- 
unt re malunt; 
quam ut adee tradita 
religionis jura mutari 
aut pollui ab Illis 
paucis tribabus ſinant. 
Ataſ. in M 22. 19. 


en joyments be removed z the cate of ſuch 


D 3 


a voentend for tho conſervation of the 

Alzars of God, muſt be to ſeo it done, 

and condeſcend to the fame: that there- 

by they may-ſhew to the filencing of 

the ſinners, it & ſimple purity of Gods 
worſhip they purſue. | 

be fiſth and laſt duty, inſerted from 

this very ſtory; to be done by: ſintere 

Non dh - S orſtippert of God in theircomending 

bium eſt for the Altars of God, is 244/omnſly 0 56 

quin ſan- Ai 1% f of | Altar-buildings this is 

Qo zelo the part of theit duty the Tries -of 

excanduer general liberty amongh us doth decrie: 

=o yer it moſt be done t . every one be- 

quien Mr yok —— proper place, and ac- 

- datysgla- cording to- his Capacity , te 'gpprove 

dius in themſe =p true — on Gods 

Sractus ry, withſtanding 

— 1 ſinne in the peu of it, and fo in every: 

yecatione pattichlar ſpecies, eminent i attempting 

rr aa fad pe ede ln hy Seng 

Lnnter ad 2 tom "no 

un of God. Although we do net ſee, 0s 

ucum.ce- fay that ſtrangers to the God, and AL 

igionis tar of Iſracl were to be by forte com- 

ſlazum pelled to become proſclytes totkeir te- 

are. Nsion, and to worſhip at their Alert: 

ruptelas, Yet what is clearer in all the Rory of the 

ealv. in Church then tliate they were to be 


text. te- 


14 
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* ceſtrained from worlhip- 


der the viſible adminiſtrati+ 

on of his Covenant, was with 2 Spirit 
of zeal and a ſtrong hand to be reſtrain- 
ed Is nor this in this very ſtory, ſo very 
clear, that be that runs may read?See we 
nor the tople of the ten Tribes genetal · 
ly aſſembled with power in hand, and 
purpoſe ia heart to impede the ſuſpected 
ſinne, and fo to keep in due order of 
attendance on Gods Altar Is it not to 
this end that God bath inveſted ' his 
Church wich authority , und cenfures; 
and requires the due execution thereof, 
that by fear men may be forced from 
ſinne 2 Is not the cutting off the ttou- 
blers of Gods Chereb; rejection of he- 
reticks, citing off and Sunne to 
Satan for the beffertiog of the fleſh , the 
very act of this refiſtarice ? Was it not 
the diſcharge of this duty that emula- 


ted the Apoſtles in their dayes,and ſuc- 1 Cor. 5. 
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ping ar any other Alter, or 4 oe — 
rs — in the —— do — jure — 

chem: much more gent prius ſe ſe 
cleare is it that all defecti. — —5 
on, or backſliding from the $2 A (acrificiis 
worſhip and Altar of God communicafſer. Per. 
by ſuch as were joyned un- Mart: lr. vm. p. 204. 


The SulntrCeate, +. 
ceeding faichful Miniſters of the — 


by the Authotity of Chriſt to withſt 
the falſe Apoſtles, and ſeducing teachers 
of cheit times, as ſinful Altar builder? , 


that this lies 88 a duty on the authority 


55 'df the Church is generally granted by 


all, even by ſuch as deny the ſame to be 
a duty in the Magiſtrate, which at this 
time is not my part or purpoſe to dil- 
pute, having been done by more a- 
ble men, and that very fully;that onely 
which I would dictate is, that in gene- 
ral every profeſſed ſincere worſhipper 
of God, is to approve himſelf ſuch, not 
onely by cautionating againſt, or coun- 
ſelling from, but alſo in his place, and 
according to his capacity, in contend» 
ing againſt the ſinne of Altar - building, 
as private Chriſtians by friendly objut- 
gations, and diſcountenancing the ſame, 
even by drawing from communion 
and otherwiſe,when duly called: Mini- 
ſters of the Church by reproving, cou. 
demning and cenſuring, nay if 
thereunto called , defending the place 
of Gods worſhip againſt their entrance 
into the ſame, to correct their ſin, as did 
Alexander that famous Biſhop of Con- 
ffantinople, and undergoing. not onely 
; cenſutes 
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Againſt ſinful Altars. 
cenſures of bitterneſſe and violence, but 
even baniſhments and ſaddeſt ſuffer. 
ings, as did Athanaſius Biſhop of Alex- 
andria in withſtanding the Arriant: 
aud when I conſider Chriſtian Magi- 
ſtrates waiting on the Altar of God by 
the fulneſſe of their power, and influ- 
ence of their authoricy on the ſons of 
men, to be ia the fitteſt capacity to ma- 
nage to the purpoſe this reſiſtance. I 
cannot ſee (whatever others ſay co the 
contrary Jhow co exempt them from the 
approving themſelves fincere worſhip- 
pers at Gods Alcar, by the faithful 
and zealous diſcharge of this duty. 
Thus then I have done with the ſe» 
cond thing to be illuſtraced , and have 
ſhewed you what duties lie on the ſin- 
cere worſhippers of God in ſecing to 
the fin of Altat · building, and you ſee 
they muſt, 1. See it, 2. Be ſenſibly affect. 
ed with it. 3. Specdily cautionate 
from it. 4. Seaſonably remove acti- 
dental occaſions as farre as may be. 
5. Zealouſly reſiſt when other means 
will not availe, that ſo they may not 
ſhare in their guilt, I now come to the 
confirmation of the Point thus illuſtta- 
ted, by giving the reaſons of it, 
D4 The 
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The reaſons, why the building of Al- 
tars beſides the Altar of God ls to be ſo 
ſeaſonably ſeene unto by the ſincere wor- 
ſhippers of God, I ſhall briefly com- 
prehend under one general head, and 
that is this : 

To bild Altars beſides the Altar of 
God is 4 ſinne exceeding ful: it is ſuf- 
ficient ro emulate a ſanRified heart a- 
gxinſt it, to aſſert it ſimply to be a fin, 
though of the loweſt order; for ſaving 
grace doth militate againſt ſinne as 
ſuch, not as it is more or lefle grievous: 

et how much more fervently and ful- 
y will it bend it ſelf againſt ſinne, as 
it appears aggravated, vile, and exceed - 
ing finneful , more eminently and im- 
mediately diſhonouring God , provo- 
king fury , ſcandalizing religion, and 
fadly dividing the Churches of God? 
of which nature, to the emulating of 
real, and engaging the ſtrength of ſin- 
cere worſhippers of God againſt it, 
I (hall labour to let the people of God 
ſee this ſinne of Altar- building to be; 
and that in the conſideration of the 
grounds, actings effects, and ſad aggta · 
yations thereof. 


F rſt Altar · buildiog beſides the Altar 
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of God, will 'appeare a ſin ceficeeding 
fioful.if we conſider the finneful grounds 
from whence it ſprings and ariſfeth; a- 
mongſt others we may ſpecially take no- 
tice of theſe three common cunſes there» 
of. | 

Firſt, ſhameful novelty; that frame 1 · Ground 
of ſpirit which for its vileneſſe is noted 
to be the effect of idleneſſe and want of 
ſerious imployment which might fix * * Variam 
the ſoul;rhis is that frame of Spirit which dant ocia 
renders a man weary of every thing . 
though in it ſelf never ſo good : where- 
by men become Athenians to give up 
themſcives to things as they are new, 
rather then 43 they are good 5 and en- 

vire after Pauli Doctrine as new, and A77-19 
o ſuitable to rheir curioſities rather 
then as trus and ſaying to their ſouls ; 
the which although noted as an occa» 
ſion of Pauli preaching, yet is taxed as an 
evidence of their vanity who minded 
nothing elfe but novelties, which might 
be vanities according to the Greek 
proverb o wide rowd? xd , Novel- 
ties commonly are yaniries. This is that 
ſhameful finne which brings a diſtaſte * Apparet 
on the moſt plea ſont object *, and pla- hm 


ceth affection on that which is more — 


« baſer; yz res 
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placeant , baſe: -a diſpoſition more fit for babes 
Aan an and children, then men of diſcretion , 
— who ſhould embrace by reaſon :, this 
quippiam novelty, is the mother of ſedition in 
nobileac States and Republicks, which a wiſe Ly- 
— — curg us will labour to anticipate by his 
2 perpetual abſence from his Lacedemoni an 
plandum, ſub jects engaged to conſtancy of obedi- 
acriter & ence till his return: and chiefeſt polliti- 
attenta ip: cians, by aſſenting to Plato his ditectione, 
ſum intue. and ſecing that »e quid in robus ad reli- 
— 4 gionem att ine nt ibu iuno tet ur ; that no» 
de ſtudio velties in religion be not admitted. In 
remittit, a word, ſuch is the vileneſſe of this no - 
"ideo vag. vellous temper, that Satan cannot en- 
Fin veram dure his wayes and docttines to be 
6.priori charged with novelty, which he therfore 
objecto a- cloaks with the plea,and brings in with 
liquid re- the loud cry of Antiquity , whileſt be 
— 2 makes the trurhs, and wayes of God 
Inu 72. diſtaſtful with the charge of * #oveley, 
telligentia Which needs no clearer proof then the 
contendit Papiſts contention for theit ſhameful ab» 


ſtudium ſurdities, and horrid innovations with 
£3 contem- 
plando, & ; 
volupras redit, atque hoc patoſemper rebus novis oþleQ4- 
mus. Pet. Mart. lot, com. p. 330. 

* Paulus Simoſatenus caſt the P/almes out of the 


Church az new found Ggments of late Writers, Exſeb, 
His. lib. 7. Cap. 29. ö n 
. c 


Againſt ff fears. 
the pretence of antiquity , whileſttheic 
common captious calumdiating queſtion 
againſt, the true Churches doctrine 
and worſhip of God is, #here m 


Proteſtant religion before Luthers ' rae > 


this (inful frame of ſpitit, this ſhame- 
ful inconſtancy of the ſoule in its ob · 
ject and we arineſſe of any thing,. though 
in it ſelf never ſo good, when a little old 
is clearly in Scripture dictated to be tbe 
cauſe or reaſon of building Altars againſt 
the Altars of God. God expreſſely char- 
ged it on the Jews, that being more no- 
vellous then other Nations they had 
changed their glory into that which 
would not profit, Jer. 2.11. When thou 
didſt nothing elſe but build other Altars 
unto Idol- gods: which in this very 
regard, to note this very ground of 
following them, by forſaking God, are 
called new gedt, that came ui up, 
whom their fathers feared not. As in 
Dent. 32.17, And when God calls them 
off from this ſinne of Altar-building, 
we may finde him correcting their no- 
velty, as that which led them into the 
ſin, by calling on them to enquire after 
the good way, and the old, and walk 
therein, Jer,6,16, and many times he 
pleads 
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ids his antiquity as « Creator, and us 
— eG ade againſt Baby- 
loniſh idolatry, and curb their novelty. ia 
acting this ſinue: thus and to this end 
is God oppoſed to idols wich | 
lating _ Have ye — bath 
it not beene told you the | ? 
hve you not — 5 from — 
dar ions of the earth , that Ius the over- 
laſting Creator of all linge, am the ſole 
and onely object of Altar. 


Non habetis no- 
vitium Deum, ſed eum 
ipſum qui Abra bam. 
Moſs, patribuſque ab 
initio patefecit,& cer- 
te non patva ' hinc 
conſitmatio -accedit, 
quod vetuſtazdoQri- 
nz nobis conſtat quæ 
per tot ſecula inter 
ide les continuata eſt. 
Calv. in loc. 


worſhip? * 1/a, 40, from 
ver. 18. to the end of chap, 
47. at large to be ſeen; aud 
ſo Iſo we (hall finde the 
ſin of Golpel-Altar-building 
in turning away from the 
doctrine and worſhip of 
the Goſpel to be expreſſely 
rounded on, and flowing 
m this ſhameful novellous 
property : the Apoſtle uſeth 


no enigmatical tearmes when he makes 
this finful, baſe difpolition, and its ef- 
feats the argument to excite faichful 
Miniſters of Chriſt to approve them- 
ſelves ſincere worſhippers of God, by 
zealous and diligent preaching,in ſeaſon 
and out of ſeaſon; for the time will 
come 
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bot thus much may ſuffice (I hope) to 
convince, that Altar- building: many 
times comes from this very-/ ground 
ſhameful, ſinful, childiſh novelty, which 
26 you heard is ſo vile, as jto mat 2 
people to decline their God long may, 
alwayes enjoyed and approved merci 
ful and gracious to them, to imbrate 
thoſe novellous vanities which are but 
momentany, and with which they were 
not acquainted : but I muſt paſſe ti the 
confideration of the ſecond ground, or 
eauſe of Altar-building , which we ſhalt 
fade no lefle ſinful to the aggravation 
of this effect. RE 


2 Ground | The ſecond ground of Altar-building 


is ſwellin g pride, that diabolical diſpo⸗ 
ſition that put the eyil Angels enianop- 
poſition of their Creaton, from their 
very beginning tubaild their own King- 
dome: that high Frame. of ſpirit which 


admits no peeres much leſſe ſuperiours - 


that boundlefle property that cannot 
endure to be preſcribed by any rules. or 
confined within, avy. banks: Which ad- 
vancing its own inventions will contend 
with men, nay, as much as may be with 
their ſovereigne Creatour for Maſtery, 
to which nocbiog but ſingularity _ 


„ r 


Againſt finful Altars. 
ſuperiority can give ſatisfaction. In 4 
word, that curſed principle, which ſacks 
nouriſhment from Gods 1 mer- 
cies, and moſt gracious favours ; and 
when firengrhened thereby, manageth 
a reſiſtance of his ſacred pleaſures, and 
ſtruggles to ſeat ir ſelf in the divine chair, 
much more eaſily to preſcribe the form 
and bounds of that obedience which it 
will yield ; this is a root fo notoriouſly 
vile, that none will own it hut where it 
reighes be ready to excuſe, I and with 
ſceeming zeal condemne it: its evil na- 
tute is ſo fully known as well by the 
ſight of nature and long experience, as 
by the law of God, chat ro enlarge on 
the diſcovery of its vilent ffe were almoſt 
loſt labour: yet from this odious and 
abominable root doth ſprivg this curſed 
branch of Alrar- building: which muſt 
needs favour oſ that ſeed it doth extract: 
this was the principle that put forward 
Corah and bis company to gather a Gnedah 
out of a Gnedah,'a ( ongregation out of 
a Congregration, and to build an Altar 
againſt the Altar of God, by declining, 
nay, diverting the formal adminiftration 
of divine worſhip in the hand of Aarox; 


for we ſee not that they went about Num. 16 


co 
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to renqunce the material Altar of God: 
who can obſerve theit ſtubborn refuſal 
to come, when Moſes called, with a 
proud, though 1 recrimination on 
Moſes , their puffed up 4 teſſed 
in their plea of uni verſal holineſſe, with 
which they being too highly affected 
durſt argue againſt order and priority, 
and think al above them to take too much 
pon them: who can confider the ſeve · 
rity of Gods jud gement, and their cen- 
ſers made fignes and monuments of 
caution to humility for future genera» 
tions, and not be clearly convinced that 
ide was the roat of all their evil of finne, 
mich, copied 2 w_ - 22 
is fin of Altar · building in 

deelning of the Altar of the true God, 
and ſetting up Altars to their new gods 
to be tha ovediowing efagh of the er. 
ſmelling pride, when he digitates the time 
of this abomination to be when 7eſurox 
was waxed fat ; and expreſſely notes 
to have been the cauſe thereof, Deut. 
32-15,16 17. And as this evil diſpoſition 
drew ſtrength from God increaſing mer- 
cies in aftet- ages, ſo alſo did increale this 
ſinne of Altar-building cauſing the ſad 
complaints of the Prophets in Hoſ.10-1. 
Ac- 
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atcarding 19! the maltitude! of fruit bi 
have ingrea/ed their lars, Through» 
out the, Old Teſtament, wheaſoever 
God by his. ſervants. ceprovrs this ſin. 
he aggravates the ame; by the expre ſſi- 
oneof their pride, as in 1e g. from the, 
a. ta the vr ſe. And in the Ne Teſr 
menty; wg, fiade Apoſtates, Seducęts, 
Innoystors in to tbe Lords Word and 
Worlhip,, ſtigmatized with this brand 
of pride the Apoſtles Pau, deſcxi- 
biag ſuch; as labour . aſide. Glly 
women, and co ſet up their, own.Altar, 
ſaith .gf, chem, among ather. properties 
that apt them for this; work,” that they 
are proud, . heady ,! bigb- mynded;in à Tun. 
3. 2, , and in his fir}, Epiſtle. the ſjxth 
chapter, the third and fourth, vexles, 
notes; chat ſuch as teach other iſe, and 
tonſent at wholeſome dodQrine,' are 
Nufi up, knowing nothing, and. that he may 
—— — on this proud property 
tie Progudceth a decliniag of the Altar. ; 
of, God. and building —— he tay — 
bout to anticipate this ſad effect by à probiber 
neceſſary caulion concetning the .caule, ⸗poſtobus, 
in ſuck - 25; take the charge of che auales e. 
Chances C04, 4. Tm, 3.6, where hn. 
e adviſeth, that 4 Biſhep be. not a novice, cats, 
E un- 


* 


( * 
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in the principles of Reli- 
ion, and char for this very cauſe , - 

be proud, and fo full into the ſnare of 
the devil. The Apoſt le Peter, in bis ſe- 
ſeeond Epiſtle, the ſecond chapter, ſets 
out ſeducers with —— _ — 

Thiy ſptak evil digniiles, and of 

they now not, and (peak great ſwolling 

words of vanity. And u, omits not 

this propertie, when he aſſerts chem to 

deſpiſe Government 1, and to r 
eite, to . proud things; 

abt ically aſle tts their way to be 

gu ſayiag of (orab. But to cloſe up 
what might be more largely ſpoken 
to evidence thun — gr to 
be the ground of this grand iniquity, 
kant might appear grievom in the eyes 
of the lincerely gracious; I will only 
adde this one general obſcryarion,(vix.) 

the fin of Alter- buildag never was ſo e- 

mine ntly acted in the Churches of God, 

before or ſince the Goſpel preached, 

Chriſt come in fleth Fa _ — 

peace end proſperit ies of the world h 

procreated and matured pride. In the 

Church of the Jews it is evident, whileſt 

they were beſet with wers and troubles, 

chough by ſome menand ac ſome you 
˖ 
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this ſin was aRcd, yet So/omon: perce, 
plency: and glory, was attended with 
the eminencie of encreaſing various and 
glorious Altus, to aAſtieroth and Mil- 
rom, and the gods of the Nations, to 
which bis wives were related. And in 
the Chriſtian Church, who knowes not , 7 
that the ten 2 perſecutions did ju; S mo- 
generally by the bymility of the Church- ſarenus, 
es, conſerve purity of Word and Ordi- who ha- 
nances, notwithſtanding the ſometime "i ond 
endeavours of particular berecicks, to — 
ſubvert is ſame vetih he 22 — 
peace and proſperity, conferr Com puffed up 
ſtantine the Chriſlian —— gave — 
occaſion for the proud man of fin to © 11h 4s 
appeare, and advance his abominations, niries — 
increaſing his Altats, to the very caſting — 
down of the Altar of God, in the ſelf a lof- 
Sreateſt part of the Chriſtian world, u ee 
giving the Church, on fad experience co 1, — , 
in the truch of that layi re- after the 
ported to be heard from heaven 4 mantier of 
denen um infunditur in Ecclefiaw, Now is be Fre 
the poiſon of pride poured into the ho- „orid, m- 
ſome of the Chucch ; nay, my btethren, aRing o- 
beiſa 
from the people by check and tebiling termes: "oat 
much unlike Joby of Lend. 
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ir is well, if we finde not on ſerious obs 
ſervation, this fin to be admitted and ad- 
vanced by ſuch, as pteſent proſperity arid 
external glory hath lifted up. And ſo I 
have done with the ſecond ground of 
Altar building, which muſt needs evi 
dence it to be exceeding ſinful, whileſt 
acted from ſuch vile principles: Ino 
paſſe to the third and laſt ground of 
this ſin: and that is 


T bird Self- advancement and advantage : that 


graund 


curſed principle, which is inconfiſtent 


of Attar- with {incere affections to God and his 
i avg. worſhip which hurrieth-a man forward 


by right or wrong, to eſtavliſh his own 
glory, and poſſeſſe himſelf ot creature 
tranſitory enjoyments: this is dat 
bite u make a man ictiye for God, 
and his Altar, ſo long as ambitios ſelf 
can in that way obtain its object: bur 
that once miſſed ot obtained, affections 
abate, nay, are” alt6pecher alienated 
from the wayes of God: this uferh 
Religion oma Machiviſian account, to e- 
ſtabliſh their own throne, and keep up 
theit own glory; ſo that whatſoever 
is but ſerviceable to tbis baſe end, 
though but for a ſeaſon, that ſhall be 
enbraccd and advanced. In a wo 

Dd this 
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this is that curſed principle decried by 
Chriſt, in ſuch as take upon them the 
Profeſſion of his Name, as that which 
unſits them for adhe rent ie to his Altar: 
yet this we (hall finde clearly to be 2 
ground of this — ſin of Altar. 
building, if we do but conſider, how 
the wages of uurig bteouſne ſſe engaged Ba- 
laum, to go contrary to Gods Will, and 
by building many Altars in different 
places to attempt the curling of I/ ael, 
contrary to Gods declared pleaſure, as 
in Numb. 22. 23. chap. is to be ſeen; 
in which regard ſeducing Apoſtates, 
under the Goſpel Altar-builders, acted 
by this principle of ſelf- advantage and 
advancement, are ſaid : follow the way 
of Balaam, who loued the Wages of un. 
rigbteauſneſſe, 2 Pet. 2. 15. and to 
be caſt away by the deceit of Balaems 
wages, Jude 11. ſo alſo we (hall 
finde this principle provoking. this fin 
of Altat- building in Jeroboam, when he 
rebelled againſt, the houſe of David, 
and made //rae/;to ſin in the fame way 
with himſelf : if we do but obſerve the 
Holy Ghoſt expreſſely noting his e re- 
Rion of a uſurped Miniſtery, to this ve- 
ry end, that he might ſtabliſh bis u. 

E 3 ſurped 
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ſurped Magiſtracie, and his ſetting up 


his Altars at Das and Bethel, to be 
rounded on bis deſire and deſign, to 
tle the Crown on his rebellious 
head; for, faith the text, Jeroboans 
thowght in hit heart, If this people go wp 
and do ſacrifice at Jernſalem, they fault 
the beort of this peoplt- turn again unte 
their Lord even to Rehoboam King of u- 
dab, ſo ſpall they kill me, and go again to 
Reboboam: wherempon the King too conn- 
ſel,- ee, 1 Kings 12. 26, 27, 28, et 
ad ſinem capitis ; for uſurpers know, 
that the fingere Worſhip of God teach- 
eth due ſubjection to their lawful So 
veraignes: this ſelf-cſtabliſhment is de- 
clared to be che cauſe of Aber ſinful 
Altar · build ing: who (his faith not fix. 
ed in the living God of 1/-asl.) feated 
his approaching fall, and hoping to e- 
ſtabliſh his throne, built Altars to the 
gods of Dmaſcus ; as we fee, 2 (bron. 
28. 23,24, This curſed principle of felf- 
advancement was it, which did actuate 
the ſpirit of peba, with readineffe and 
reſolution to do the work of the Lord, 
tothe demoliſhing of rhe houſe, and 
deſtruſtion of the Prieſts of Baal, fo ns 
to call Foradab to ſer bis x * = 
or 


A. 
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Lord of Heftes, ſo long as this work of 
the Lord was concurrent with, and 
eonducing to bis own eſtabliſhment; 
bur when theſe two may be divided and 
difti nt, his zeal abates, and himſelf can 
follo w the way of Jeroboaw, to own 
the Altats at Dan and Bethel, 2 Kings 
10. As under the Law we finde ex. 
| the fin of Altar. building, to be 
the ſad fruit of ſelf.advancemene: ſo 
we (hall ſee clearly, that from the ſame 
rootdoth it alſo ſpring, under the Go- 
ſpel,all declinings of the Altar of Gods 
true — — and doctrine, and 
following innovated principles and 
ptactices, choſe falſe and oppoſite Ale 
tate, ſpring and get ſtrength, if we do 
but ſeriou erve the Apoſtles cha- 
raQterizing deceivers, ſeducing Apoſtate 
Mitar- builders, % be lovers ilen- 
ſelves, proud, bigb. minded, lovers of plea» 
ſaver more then lovers of Gad, 2 Tim. 3. 


2, 4. ſuch as count gaine godlineſſe * —— 
ciſed (wich might and irengrd, as che lone pe 
queſtum, vel amem quæſtuoſam, quis 2 


1 Tu. 6. 5. ſuch as bave hearts exer- 


Chriftianiſmum luero metiuntur. c. in lac. 
E 4 


Orig) 
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Orig) wich covetouſaeſſe, 2 Pet. 

2. 14. Such as tollowed the wiy of Ba- 

laben me- laum, and were caſt ay with the wa- 
oref laue ges of unrighteouſneſſe, (as I noted bie- 
rs, fore}: nay the Apoſtle Peter afficmes; 
— apꝰ that through cove touſneſſe they makes 
— Mura were handiſe of ſoules, 2 Pet. 2 3. And 
li nume St. ohn in bis third Epiſtle; the ninth 
ro, ut o- vetſe, notes Diotrephes cortupt practice 
ſtendat, ſe- co ſpring from this, that he lovad to 
— have the preheminence. Should we un- 
uno ava; to theſe clear! Scripture-inflatwed-evie 
tiæ morbo dences, adde examples out of ether hi- 
labor are ſtoties: wWhoſhallobſerve the devil: ex- 
ducta ram citing his Turxiſn inſtrumenta, cocrown 
122% apoſtacy from the Chriſtian Religion, 


artem cal- a 


ere, divi- with the honourable order of-) Ma- 
tias pcrfas melukes, and (6) Janiziries, but muſt 
nefaſque needs conclude (adyancement-tobe; the 
congereu- proper way to ſeduce a ſelſiſh ſpirit from 


di, ac um- 


pliciores che Altar of God? This was the. very 
pecuniae- ground which. led (c) Aahowet the firlt 
mungendi. Thrkiſh Emperour, to faile the hopes of 
_— loc. his mother, and the expectation of the 
2 4 Chriſtians, by embracing the Mahume 
— t. th: latter ſec up bycarakaᷓ be mes a Doctor 
of che Mahamerane Law. (c) Iny. 337. 


tane 
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tine Altar, and abhorring the Chfiſtian 
to which he was edutared : ſelf-eſta- 
bliſbment in his creacherouſly obtained N 
Empire,,-was the principle that 772 
ge (a) Michael Paleolagus s £0 b- (d) In þ. 
ject the, Chriſtian liberty che Greek 44. 
Churches did enjoy, unto the Antichri- 
ſtian yoke, aud Papal ty rannie of Gre- 
gory a renth ; nay, we might .ſhew 


chat the deſite of being reputed a Saint? 

and ſhame of being ſhut out of commu- 

nion with the Church, was that which („ Erb. 
gave occaſion to (e Marcion, his heres, xl.  bift. 
ticah Altar · building: and the proud af- I. 4. c. 1 1 
fectation of the dignity of a 1 ; 
was che cauſe of () Novatws ſinful ſe- CH Lib. 6. 


paration, and uncharitable opinions... 
What ſhall we ſay of Cerinths, Samoſa- 
tens, Manes, Arriamu, &. thoſe 
great Altar-builders againſt Gods Al- 
tax, is it not eaſie to ſee ſelf-adyancement 
to have been the bellowes which did 
blow their falſe fire: nay, will not 
our on experience, of the pride and 
ſelf· advancement of the Authors or In- 
dulgers of innovated principles and pra- 
ctices, clearly evidence this fin of Altar- 
building to be the fruit of that bitter 
root, and ſo to be exceeding vile, and 
to 
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tobe ſeen unto by the ſincere worſhip. 


An thus 1 rw ov. — fitſt 
g propoun to ſer forth the vile 
and ſinful nature of Altar - building, a- 
gxinſt Gods Altar; which, unleſſe men 
may gather grapes of chiſties, and figs 
of thornes, ſincere worſhippers of God 
cannot but conceive to — 
vile and ſinful, whileſt the odious an 
— _ of ſhameful novelty, Aue! 
e, and ſelf advantage and ad- 
— Inow come to ſhew the 
ſecond thing that ſers forth its vileneſſe, 
(viz ) its ſinful acting: which if we 
finde but anſwerable to the grounds of 
ir, moſt needs render it à fin ſo grie- 
—_ that ir is not only to be difretiſh- 
but with all powerin their proper 
—4 to be , by theſincere wor- 
rs of Gods Altar: and in this 
 finfol work, the Actors contract upon 
themſelves the guilt of a threefold finful 
acting: 1, A receding from God. 2. A 
rendering our wills the rule of divine 
Worſhip. And 3. «rebellion againit 
the divine Majeſty. 
The firſt ſinful act in building Altars, 
befides the Altar of God, is he _ 
* 


„ . . . AA LIE __ 


A ſinful Xltars; 
ding from tht Lord, a forſaking of, und 
departing from God, not only when 
we dire&ly and im tely change che 
object, and ſet up Altars unto 

gods, ſtocks and ſtones, idols which are 
no gods, which muſt needs be granted 
to be the effect of 4 receding from the 
Lord: but when we withdraw from the 
matter or forme of Gods worſhip, e- 
ven then we may be, and are juſtly ſaid 
to depart from the true God, To with- 
draw from God, and to embrace no- 
ther object in his ſtead, ate two diſtinct 
acts, and ever diſtinctiy noted in Seri · 
pture with diſtinguiſhing termes; che 
one may be done, where the other doch 
not immediately, if ever, follow; for 
as a wicked wife may depart from her 
husband moſt trescherouſly, and yer 
matrieth not another: ſo may men de. 
part from God, and not ſo mnch as en 
brace any divine object in the roo 
thereof, * with Atheiſts, ſay in their 
beart, There ir noGod: nay, uſually the 
departing fromGod in declining his 
Altar aud Worſhip goes before, and 
is the way to embracing ſtrange gods, 
or entertaining meer Atheiſme; thi the 
Church, wanting the Ordinances, A — 
an 


Bright- 
man, Cot. of Jeroboam) When (he prayes and 


- on the Cxies earueſtly, ro know where the flacks 
place. 
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and true Worſhiꝑ of tho true God was 
afraid of,, (as ſome note in the dayes 


of God did reſt, urging the argument of 
her preſent danger ; /hby ſbould I twrne 
aſide by the flocks of thy companions? (ſo 
calling themſelves,) Cant, 1. 7. and 
the -ten tribes af //rael hy Zeroboam, 
were drawn fiom God before they 
worſhipped at Dan and Bethel; for the 
receding from. the cauſe myſt needs be 
a refuſing of the effect; denial of Gods 
Altar is the . declining of communion 
with God. As in the Ordinances and 
at the Altar of God, men are ſaid to 
draw nigh unto the Lord, to appear before 
him, or in his preſence, as, Levit. 10. 2. 
Pſal. 42. 4. ſo the turning from them 
may be juſtly rermed a turning from the 
Lord, being a declining of that matter, 
and that forme God hath preſcribed 
himſelf to be enjoyed, and to enjoy his 
people by, ſo that if any do objective- 
ly depart from God, by changing their 
God, they will be juſtly charged, not 
only to de part from God, but allo to wor- 
ſnip idols, ta change their gods, to for- 
ſake the fountain of living waters, and 
to 


— 


Are e e te 


— 
— 


Ag ad ffinf "ears, 
to dig ciſternes' that held no water, Jer. 
2. 11, 13. and therein they commit 
two evils; but if they refuſe to worſhip 
God at bis Altar, and according to his 
own declared Will, if chey corrupt the 
matter of Gods Worſhip, or adulterate 
the forme of their adminiſttation, they 
are juſtly charged with 2 going from 
God: thus God by the Prophet 1/aiab, 
in chap. 65. 11. chargeth the people 
with a forfibing him, in that they forget 
his holy mount aine: and by the Prophet 
Malarbi, chip. 2 8. * beupbraids the 
Prieſts with a departing ont of bis way, 
for corrupting of his Covenant and do- 
tine : and the Authour to the He- 
brewesexhorts to a conſtant adherence 
to the adminiſtrations of Gods Wot. 
ſhip, according to the Giſpel- forme, 
denomina ting the declining of it, 'a dev 
parting from the living God, Heb. 3 13. 
In Altar- building, as in other actions, 
there is ' confiderable the tetme from 
which before, the terme to which they 
move, and ſo the firſt act in this grie- 
vous (in is in Scripture- phrxſe in the 
Old and New Teſtament, denominated 
a forſaking of Godin the complaints of 
the ſincere, as, 1 Kings'19. 10. the 
charges 
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of the ñane by the Peophers, 
4 Chron, 13. 5, 24+ 20. 24, 1/4, 1. 4. 
and by the confeſſions of the peniteac, 
[udg-i0.18-Ezr.9 ia. hen Rebeboamrea- 
dy to joyn battel with Jeroboam declares 
the grounds of his confidence, a 
others this is not the leaſt, that ache 
3 Chron. changing the matter of divine Worſhi 
13-10," or the Prieſtly forme of adminiſtration, 
ordained of God, and ſo proceeding to 
the fin of Altar · building, they bad nat 
forſaken their God, as had the ten 
tribes: and in the very ſtory to which 
our text refers, we finde the ſuſpected 
Altar - building branded wich this epi- 
thete, 4 turning aſide from following the 
Lord, Joſh. 23. 16, 18, 23. And un- 
der the Goſpel ſuch as turn from che 
truth to innovations, are laid to depart 
from the faith, 1 Tim. 4. . to farſake 
the way of truth, 2 Pet. 2.15, and to de · 
part fromthe lining Gad, Heb. 3. 12- 
So that Gods charge upon the Alcar- 
building Jewes may be charged on all 
Altar-builders, As# wife that treatherowſ« 
ly departoth fra ber hnehand, ſo have 
ye dealt a. 00-08 Is 9+ 
a vile thing, ſinful and ſadly provoking 
amongſt men, For ſouldiers to _ 
if 
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Agdnft ſnfol Altars. 
their colours, children their rents and 
wives their husbands? how much more 
vile muſt that fin be, whereby creatures 
forlake their Creator, the med de* 
pare from — — 12 — that are 
natu to purſue ſatisfying 
— ferſake the fountain of livin 
waters : nay; and bow fooliſh muſt 
be to provoke, by ming bet 
ence from which we cannot flee? moun- 
taines zud bills, hell and darkneffe cans 
not hide; and that power which we c 
neither refiſt nor but it will fol- 
low the ſinful Altaz-bailders that for 
fake him, to cover them with ſhuame and 
to write them in the duſt, fer. 1.1 3. Thus 
then by this fwſt act, we canot but fee this 
ſin to be io very ſinful, and tobe — 
ſeen to by fincere Worſhippers of God, 
The ſecond act in Akar*build- 
ing is, the rendring owr own willy 
rhe rule of the Wor fbip, and a- 
— = — — prohibition a do- 
that which is right in our © es 
— Ginfully — 
ject co the obedience of humane peu · 
ſure : and a ſoveraign God and Creator 
to ſuch matter and meaſure of ſervice, 


as ſulte · to the fancie of 3 
n- 


2 


Deur. 12, 
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ſinful creature to yield: which is ini it 
nature fo vile and ſhimeful, that it may 
make every ſoul that ſetiouſly cunſider 
eth to bluſh and tremble rothiok that 
ſraile man ſhould/onace preſume: 40; pre- 
ſcribe obedience to be yielded to a great 
God: whilſt nature it (elf tencheth, that 


3 all ſuperiaur objects! of ſervice and obe · 
* Gience muſt dictate the Law, 0d pre- 


ſeribentbe forme in whick they willbac- 
quieſce and receive content. bla it not 
below; fupream authority, to eri the 
Laien deſpiſed, and obediente yielded 
acconding to the ſubjeRs| fandied What 
ſatbemrould brook his ſons obedience 
accat ding to his own will? what; Ge- 
neral-would reliſh his armies ſubjection 
after its on conceit?.: ; Obediencd after 
the will of tbe ſub jelt iithe ſubverßer of 


authority and ſunre , and exemption 


uit he charge of nebellion in every atti- 
on, though neuer ſa vie How nua eſſe 
thai the God of Heaven enduro ts be diſ- 
robed of his Soveraiguty, in being denie 1 
the Prerogative of preſctibing bis wor. 
ſbip; ſervice and obedience? This Gd 
would not admit in the evil Angels. but 
for their attempt theteoſ, caſt them into 


utter darkueſſc. Abd if God could. not 
; leave 


Aci ſinful" A,. 
leave man tothe libertie of bis will, ia 
the obedience be ſhould yield his Crea - 
tout in the: eftate of his innocencis, 
when be was in a crpacity of yielding 
perſect and pleaſing obedience, | but 
would proclaim his Soveraignty by ti 
prefcription of lame ſpecjal act af 
bedience, as the spprovement of his 
due ſubjedion, how: much leſſe halt 
the ſons of men think to ſatisfie bis 
Will, by following their own invenci- 
ons ſince their falt, with the attempt of 
which, co everlaſting reproach humane 
nature ſtands ſtigmatized, as the 
thing which caſt the ſame out of hap- 
pine ſſeꝛ We (hall finde God ſo exact in 
his ſervice, that he conſtituting 1/rael 
bis choſen people to beate his Name a» 
mongſt other Nations, leaves them noc Moſer 
to worſhip him according to their own in cultu 
will, but givos them lawes, and ſtatutes, Dei eri- 
and otdinances, and by his terrible ap- — 
pearance on Mount Sinai : his ſevere; zit adCœ- 
leſteexem- 
lar, ut nihil formaret in terra, nif6 quod cougtuum eſ- 
er archety po ex cœlis exhibito. Non hbabiturus id 
gratum aut ratum quicquid ex ſuo cerebro præter illud 
effigxiſſæt. Pay. in lac. Nunc de forma agitur, etiam re- 
rum externatum ad cultum Dei pertinentium, quam no- 
luit Deus humana arbitriarclinqueregſed eam ipſe preferi» 
bas & detetminare. N vet. ia Ex. F judgs 
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judgements, and ſerious charge of AA. 
ſet, engagerh them to the obſervance 
thereof: nay,ſo exact is he in his wor- 
ſhipand ſervice, the very inſtruments 
and forme of the adminiſtration, that 
he gives Moſer a patterne of the Ta- 
bernacle, and all other things, requiring 
and ſtraitly charging every thing to be 
done according to the paterne ſhewed 
in the Mount, Exod. 25. 9, 40. Heb. 
8. 5. the due obſervance of which, a 
proved Moſes faithful in Gods houſe. 
It is the obſervation of Dr. Willet, that 
the forme of the T abernacle ii not left to 
Willet. the will of man, no not to the judgement 
Hexaplain & Moſes ; to teach us that God will met 
55. e Worſhipped with will-morſbip, accord- 
ing to the devices and inventions of men, 
but 45 bimſelf bath appointed: the which 
we may allo infer from Davids care, 
concerning the edification of the Tem» 
ple, when he not only leaves his charge 
on Solomon his ſon to do this work, 
(intended by himſelf) bur 
By ſome Propher — alſo to do it according to 
288 — — 10 the patern be delivered him : 
che Temple, as he had an- Enforcing his charge with 
" ciently told Azoſes the this very reaſon , A/l this 


form ofthe Tabernacle. God made me to undirſt and 
Diod i loc. ' in 


S. . 


cc 
—-—, 


; 
| 
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Again# finful Altars. 
th Writing, by bis hand upon me, even all 
the work of this patterne, 1 Chon. 
28. 11, 12, 19. therefore called 6+ 
paterne of all that was with him by the 
Spirit; by all which we may ſee the So- 
veraign God challenging, (which is his 
due) the prerogative of preſcribing his 
own worſhip, and the very inſtruments 
and forme thereof, yet ſuch is the vile- 
neſſe of corrupt nature, that though 
God complain of the ſin in the Jewes, 
that their ſeare of bim was tanght by the 
precepts of men, Iſ. 29.13. and Chriſt chars 
2 ape ageravateth their ſin by the 
ame, aſſetting, that is vain men worſtip 
him, teaching for dofirines the command- 
ments of men, Mat, 15. 9. that the 
ſons of men are apt to meaſure the wor- 
ſhip they will yield to God by the rule 
of their own will: in which regard ſin- 
ful Altar-buildęrs are (in Scripture- 
phraſe)commonly ſaid to forſake the 
{ovenant, Deut. 29. 35. 1 Kings 
19. 10. and Commandments of God, 
Ezra 9. 10. and Law of the Lord, 
Jer. 9. 13. the right Way, 2 pet. 
2. 15. and to follow their own inven- 
tions, after which, to the provocation 
of divine julticc, they ge whoring, as, 
F 2 Pſal; 
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Pſal. 106. 29, 30. of which God will 
take vengeance, P/al, 99. 8. in which 
regard the Apoſtle Paul calls ſeduce- 
ments from the truth of the docttine of 
Jeſus Chriſt, though upon never (0 emi- 
nent pretences of Piety, {3rae9groxia;; 

Opera or will-worſhip, Col. 2. 23. the which 

— he condemns, and cautions Chriſtians to 
omnes take heed of, as having only a ſhew of 
cultus wiſdom, but being indeed ſinful foole- 
quos fine ries; ſo that thus we ſee men, whoſe ſpi- 
— rits ate ſubjects to motion 4 quo ad 
taunt &:, Jem, being in the firſt act looſed from 
quibus ... tbe Altar and Worſhip of God in the 
culum fin of Altar-building, not capable of 
aliquem ſiving without ſome religion or other; 
religionis In the ſecond act, conſult their own in- 
collocant, 

don ali- ventions, and erect an Altar and Wor- 
qua (ut lo. ſhip unto God, according to their own 
qui ſolent) will ; although to the ſhame of men it 
Po own be regiſtted in ſacred record, t hat God 

44. l. de man wpright, and he ſought out ma- 

ny inventions, Eccl, 7.29, Thus then 
y _ "©" have done wich the ſecond act of Al- 
us Con- . 
dirus he- £ar-builders, the rendering their own 
mo ab inj- 
tio, ſed curiofitate ſua, Dei verbo non contentus, ſibi ma- 
lum aſcivit & toti poſteritatis Mer. in locs 


wills 


nne rr n ing — 
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Againſt ſinful Altars. 
wills the rule of their obedience, an 
now paſſe to the third act. ; 
The third a& is, rebellion againſt God, 
and againſt the authority to which God 
hath committed the charge of bis Altar; 
and to ſtand on the proving this at large, 
were but time and paines ſpent in vain, 
whileſt I ſhovid hut do what is done al- 
ready : for having cleared the two for · 
mer acts of this ſin, (viz.) that it is a 
receſſion from God, and rendering our 
own wills the rule of divine worſhip ; I 
have cleared che premiſes, which muſt 
needs enforce this Conclafion, for theſe 
two are the integral and eſſential parts 
of rebellion, according to which it is 
denominated: for when men go from 
the Covenant dd Commandments of 
God, what do they otherwiſe then 
ſtand oppoſite to him, with a ſtnbborne 
will, uttering the rebeſſious language of 
the rebelliom Gentiles, in Pſal. 2. 3, 
Let ms break bis bands in ſunder, and caſt 
bis cords from off us and thoſe re- 
bellious Citizens ſpoken of in the Pa» 
rable, in Lal 19. 14. whoſe meſlage 
was We will not have this mum to reign 0« 
ver # ; and hence the words, which in 
F'3 the 
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the * Greek and Hebrew 
no 112 are commonly uſed to ſig- 


5 ia ni rebellion, are alſo u- 

+ Leigh Crit. facr. p Gonifie Action. ds 
Nax. Lex. Scapulæ. The led to ngnine ſedios, de- 
Septuagine do ſo uſe it. linquencie,and eApoſtaſy or 
Sec alſo Mr. Meder Apo turning aſide from God; 


ſtake of latter times. ſo that᷑ theſe ſeveral words 
5. 3 where he interpret: 


A poſtaſie to be a rebelli- in our language ate and 
on againſt God. may be ſynonoms, or of 


Def n N the fame ſignification, 


to expreſſe the ſame ſin: 
and hence alſo all rebellion is ſaid 
to be a defection from the ſuperi- 
ours to whom they owe ſubjection: yet 
might I give inſtances in Scripture, 
where this fin is called a rebellion, and 
ſtubborne oppoſition of God, as Co- 
rab and his company, Namb. 16, 19. cb. 
and Jeroboam, nay all the Altar · build - 
ing Princes of dab and I/ ael ate ſaid 
to rebel againſt the Lord, when they fol- 
low after idols in the acting of this 
fin; but why gol to look inftances, | at 
this diſtance, when the very text deno- 
minates it thus: ſaying, Rebe]! not againſt 
the Lord, and rebel not againſt a? only 
this you may take notice of in the 
text, that the terme Rebel not againſt 
the Lord, comes from the ſame root P 
ene 


Againſt ſinful Altars. 
the Hehrew, from which is derived 
Nimrod, the name of that great Hants 
er before (or as Auguſtine, Hierom, and 
others of theAncients againſt) the Lord, 
if he were ſo called from his Apoſtaſoa, 
defect ion and rebellion : his rebellion 
was ſo great, as that his name is pro- 
verbially given to every rebellious ty- 

rant, by way of alluſion to him: he is 

noted to be the head of that rebellious 

work againſt God, which we read of in 

Gen. 11. and that from a very probable 
conjecture, ſeeing in Scripture that 

place of Babel is called his Kingdome, 

Cen. 10, 10. his rebellious act was 

this very ſin of Alcar-builing, if (as ; 
Huge notes) he was the firſt bringer in 1½e = 
of idolatry, teaching men to worſhip . 
the fire, or as Foſepbas, that he excited eb. an- 
men to contemn God and follow for - tig. c. f. 
tune in their own united power, and (o/?-9- 

was the firſt. founder of idolatry, of 
whoſe minde is Dr. Millet, conceiving _ 
him to be the ſame whom forrei — 
ory calls ZSel, and makes the 2 ; 
founder of their Babylonian Monarchy, 

of whom the Gentiles in the Eaſterne 

parts of the world, called their idols, 

Belial, Beelzebub, Belphegor. You ſee 

F 4 then 


* 


a Bebe 
den {clearly cht Altar-doilders, by de 4 
parting from God, and follywing their 
den ways, - doredel apvinſt the Lord: 
which mauſb needs render! the fin exceed- 
ig ve in the eyes of ſuch 28 are the 
Tord ſubjects; for what ſpot of in» 
famie' and reproach can be caſt on the 
ſons of men more odiom und hateful 
then vebellion d what is fo immediately 
und highly pxbvoking wnro Soveraigmty 
ub rebellion?” for moſt clemem Princes 
muſt needs with 2 ſevere hand chaſtiſe 
tebellion : ſuch is the vile nature of re- 
beifion, tbat found in children againſt 
che Parems, by Gods Ordinance among 
the Fewes, che ſubject of it muſt be ſto- 
ned wih ſtonts, Deut. 11. 18, 19, 20. 


Aud when Meet would exile Gods 
mercies to u, be aꝑggraeates their un- 
worthineſſe by ckatging them to have 
deen « ſffeffe- eched and rebella, pro- 


e, Deus, 9. 6, 24, 24 Aud Sanmel 


charging Sas! with this guilt, aſſerts re- 
bellion to be at the ſin of witcheraft for 


irs vile hatute. And when Jernſalrms e- 
ve mies would make her viſe, they u il de- 
nominate her a rebelliau City, Extra 
4.12, 15. And did ever any yet rebel 4- 
gaiaſt the Lord and proſper ? let the fe- 
yere 


Again -fniful Abart. 
vere judgements of God upon, Zudah 
and-I/rae! for theirrebellians ſvitneſſe. 
Whil'itthen this ſin e ap» 
pears fo vile, not only inthe ground, but 
al ſo the its thereof, let all ſincere wor · 
ſhippers: at Gods Altar conſider, whe, 
ther theit loyaityto, their great) Crea- 
tor, ard - gracious - Redeemer do not 
engage them in their places, to ſee to ſa 
great and crying ſin. TED 
The third thiog that may evidence 
building Attats, befide the Altar pf God, 
to be a fin exceeding ſnful, is b /ad 
effelli therrof, whith we cannot but ex- 
pect to be exceeding fad and bitter 
whiteft the root and branches thereof 
ate ſo exceeding vile; for thefruit muſt 
needs: be faitable vo the tree that beares 
it : and thoſe are theſe four. 
t. A vending from the body of the 
Church, a withdrawing from the com- 
munion God! bimſelf hath fer us in; 

z making a {chiſme and rent in the 
Church of God : as Diogate notes, 1 
ſevering our ſelves from the communi- 
on of the Church: in which alone is the 

true ſervice of God, and the participa- 
tion of his grace and Covenant, that ſad 
cle of ſins Soveraignty among the Co- 


rm 
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rinthlans, 1 Cor. 3.4. which is ſo evil, 
that the Propagators thereof are to be 
declined, Rom. 16. 17. which violates 
unity, und deprives the Church of that 
bleſſed fruit of the Spirit: this is that 
which as nature condemnes in the body, 
ſo the Goſpel in the Church, 1 C vr. 12.25. 
which when making factions and parties 
in the Chorch, as ſedition in a Common- 
weale,is dangerous, and many times de- 
ſtructive, being attended and ſeconded 
with envies, ſtrifes, hatred and the like; 
yer this evil fruit ſprings from Altar. 
building as its ſad effecr, as is evident ia 
the ſtory undet conſideration, wherein 
it is clear, that the two Tribes ſuſpected 
the act it hand to be to this end, to with- 
draw ftom any longer communion with 
their brethten, and to worſhip God di - 
ſtin& and by themſe ves: which they 
deſire to prevent by rather giving them 


See more inheritances on the {ame ſide of the river 


with them, then the diviſion of portions 
ſhould divide their piery and joynt at- 
tendance on Gods Altar: So Corab and 


Rejoynder his company did rend themſelves from 


rhe body of the Church, and make a 
fearful diviſion in refuſing to keep com- 
munion with the people of God, ac- 


cot: 
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cording to bis appointed adminiſtration, 
in Namb. 16, when they were about to 
erect their Altar againſt - Gods: hat 
a ſad tent from the Church did Je- 
roboams Altar-building make? not to this 
day ſemented, though ſought, after by 
ſuch as earneſtly ſupplicate the accom» 
pliſhment of the gracious Promiſe of 
God, that the ftick of Ephraim, und the 
ſtick of Jadab ſball become one in bis band, 
in Ezck, 37. from 16, to 21. In which is 
to be noted thgt the accompliſhment 
thereof, is promiſed to be accompanied 
with the aboliſhment of their Altar- 
building ſin, and unity in Gods wayes 
and worſhip, v. 22, unto the end of 
the chapter : which grievous rent from 
the communion of the Church, a burden 
not to be borne by the fincere worſhip- 
pers at Gods Altar, provokes (as I be : 


fore noted out of Mr. Cotton,*) that His Ex- 
pathetical prayer to be directed to pofitionon 
the ttue Church and Altar of Chriſt, in cle. 


Cant. 1. 7. that they might be deliver - 
ed from the danger thereof: nay, it per- 
ſwaded not only the Prieſts and Levites 
to prefer the Altar and Church of God 
above their ſuburbs and poſſeſſions, but 
allo ali ſuch 4s ſet their heart to ſeek — 
Lord, 
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Lerd, to run the hazard of going to 
Jerm/{alem to ſacrifice unto the Lord wich 
their brethten, 2 Chron. 11. 13,14, 16. 
This (ad efeR doth theSpitit wicneſſe to 
follow this ſin, nay, flow-from it under 
the Goſpel; Tue Apoſtle Paul, Ad, 
20. 30. - foreſecing the appearance of 
ſeducers, Apoſtace-Alrar-builders, chat 
would innovate docttines and formes of 
worſhip, contrary to Chtiſts inſtitution, 
chargeth the Eiders ot the Epheſian 
hurch to ſee to this ſig, at leaſt chat 
their members be not ſeduced; urging 
this ſud eſfect as n ſwaying reaſon, They 
Hall dr aw aſide many diſciples after them: 
* [Ut ab. from be n be Church, * ſaith 
ducant]ab one, ot make ſects, ſauh anotherʒzand the 
Eccleba= ApoſtiePerer, in the ſecond Epiſtle, the 
ſtica uni ſecond chapter, the third vetſe propheſies, 
[pot Lela falſe teachers ſhould be in the Chriſtian 
inheren - Churches, which bu ding their owne 
dam 66- Altars of damnable doctrines, many 
rum etro-· ſhould follow their pernicious wayes, 
. b. peking crit otthe-way of truth: for 
chat in oc, the contuſion of Religion mult needs be 
Abſtra- « | 
here autem Ggnificat-inani gloria rumidos compellere ſe- 
Qatores in ſua nomina jurare . Arct. in loc. as did No 
vid. Euſeb. I. 6. b. 4. 
Religionum Confuſio diffpar Eccle6z' conſenſionem. 
Maſ. in Text. de- 


Arete. 


Againſt - fuifal Altars. 
deſtructwe to the concord of the 

Churches, which God witneſſed by cou - 
ſtituting one only Altar for all his peo- 
ples attendance, with one only forme 
of adminiftration, and this cannot but be 
ſeen in the Apoſtles dayes, by ſuch as 
ſhall ſerioufly ooſerve the Apoſtolical 
redarpution of ſchiſmes and ſeducere, 
characteriꝝ ing falſe apoſtles, charging 
the Churches to obſerve and decline 
them, as thoſe that make diviſions and 
trouble them: frequent commendations 
of the union and communion of the 
Church and diſciples, and fervent per- 
ſwaſion to, and prayers for the unity of 
the Spirit-in the bond of peace : which 
all ſuggeſt co us, and clearly imply, that 
this fin of Altar-building by will-wor- 
ſhippers, was in act to the dividing of 
the members from the body in their ve- 
ry dayes, and who is there, that look · 
ing into Eccleſiaſtical tory, ſees not the —— 
fad rentings from, and confuſions in the 2, — 4 
Charch, effected by the Altar · building his Epiſtle 
( of doQrines )difſonant to truth, and the to Novg- 

Altar of Chriſt, propagated by the many 4 recited 
hereticks of the primitive times, as Me- I © 
ver, Whom Dionyſias in his Epiltle to Phill 6, - 

him chargeth with a renting and divi- 45. r tray. 
ding flat. 44. 
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ding from the Church, as a fin moſt grie- 
vous, counting the ſuffering for the u- 
nity of the ('burch a more glorious mar- 
tyrdome, then the ſufferings for not ſacri- 
ficing to devils? for this is ſuffered for 
one ſoul, tbat for the univerſal Church. 
So alſo the Donatiſts, Manichees, Pau- 
Ins Samoſatenus, of whom the Synod of 
Antioch ſadly complaine, that the (burch 
See their Wasſorent, that faith and religion was 
Epiſtle in un, into great ſpite hatred, and : 
Euſtb.lq7. reaſon of bis ſwelling pride, 28 alſo by the 
„ Arrians, which filled the whole Chriſtian 
world with confuſion and diviſion; ſome 
taking this ſide, and ſome that; ſome 
communicating here, and ſome there, e- 


true ſincere Miniſters and people ofGod, 
the which ſchiſme, how ſadly complain- 
ed of by Athanaſins the good Biſhop of 
Alexandria, how eatneſtiy endeavoured 
to be cemented by Conſtantine the good 
Emperour, and how ſtrongly it reigned 
tothe checking of the Churches com- 
forts, and clouding of the glory of the 
the Goſpel: Euſebias at large de- 
clareth, in his firſt and ſecond books of 
Eceleſiaſtical hiſtory; but may not the 
ſeparations from the communion of the 

: | Church, 


ven to moſt bloody perſecution of tho 
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Church, and fad ſchiſmes amongſt our 
ſelves, produced by ſuch as are of late ti- 
ſen up to build Alcars of innovated do- 
ctrines, contrary to the doctrine of 
Chriſt, call us back from wandring ſo far 
to ſeek confirmation of this ſad effect of 
fo grievous a ſinne, and provoke us with 
ſhame and ſorrow, to own the evident 
effe& upon our own ſad experience, and 
ſet to our ſeales, that of a truth Altar- 
building againſt Gods Altar is an odious, 
becauſe a Churct>reoting (in? for co how 


many may we lay, 25 Conſtantine the Em- = 


perour to Aretixs the Novatian Biſhop, 
Why ſever ye your ſelves from the comma 
nion of the faithfwi? whoſe anſwer may 
occaſion our reply as his : Provide you 
4 ladder to climb into Heaven 4 
lone, 


The ſecond effect which muſt needs 
alſo ſhew the building Altars, beſide the 
Altar of God, to be exceeding ſinful, is 
(ro ſpeak with due reverence) 4 ran 
ning God pen ftraits, concerning the 
diſpenſations of his Providences, and the 
ad@iniſtr ation of his judgements or mer- 
cies, not that God is in his nature capable 
of ſuch want of wifdome, who is the 
moſt wiſe, aud readily diſpoſeth all 
things 


4 


79- 


Socrates 
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things according to the counſel of his 
own will: or weakneſle of power to 
effect and bring about his purpoſe, whoſe 
power i like bimſelf, and not to be re- 
ſited a5"that is, ſboldd make him to 
LuQatur doubt or diſpute whut to do, whether 


in Deo 


binc juſti. co ſtrtke or ſpare the ſinnet. But to {peak 
tia & ira to our capacity, ſuch may be ſometimes 
adverſus the effects of divine Providence, that to 
Peccatns us God may ſeem tobein-a ſtrait, and, 
Aer gee, 26 it were, in doabr-with himſelf ; this 
canes a- Juſtice provoked by the ſin, putting for- 
troci er ward to puniſh the ſinner; and his, mer- 
bun ri & cies deſiting repentance and deliverance, 
1 — . pleading for ſuſpence or abatements of 
ulat: il- | es 

line im- the afflictions ſttiving together, - make 
menſa mi- God (is it were) cry out, What ſhall 7 
ſericordia Js unte thee > bow ſball I gie thee, wp Ex 

& bonitas, braim ? bow ſhall 1 deliver thee, I ſraei ? 


ä ſhall I miake thet a Admah? he fhal 


vult mor- 


tem pecca- I ſet th a; Zeboimꝰ Wherein though 
toris, ſed this Altar-building | 1/raet bad deſerved 


ut convert be made 2s Admab and Zeboins for 
tatur & 


vivat. 74. theit ſinne, yet God doth ſeemingly diſs 
mHoſ.11,8 ; 

Hac particula oſtendit Deus quid mei iti ſunt If raclifÞ, 
A jam ſe propenſum eſſe ad ſumendam pr qua dignt 
ſuac : non tamen : ſine pi ntia vel ſaltem dubitatio- 
ne. Calv, ix Le. 
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Ageinſ finfol Altus. 
pute with; bümſe if, how ſhould he do it 
to them: in Hef, 11. 8, ſuch another 
ſtrait God ſeems to be in hen be ſtands 
over peraſalem with bis bow long? and 
when ſba/l it once be Þ as in fer. 13. 25. 
where he cric's. out of this ſin of Altar- 
build ing, I havy [cen thine adulterits and 
weighings; the leWwdneſſe of: thy, whore« 
domes, and thy abomination: en the bills 
inthe fields ; Wo unto thee, O lenaſalom 
as if he ſhould have ſaid, I have ſeen all 
Altars, and am ready to ſtrike and pu- 
niſh thee ſevereſy for them: hut yet he 
checks himſe li ard bids a ſtay to his ju- 
ſtiee, with a Milt thou not be made clean? 
when ſhall it ance be? I would: faige 
have my band ſtayed, at laſt, even as 
laſt, before the iſtroak that is up, fall 
and as mercie and juſtice, thoſe different 
properties is God, ate to ſpeak with re- 
verence of a God not in the JeaſtjubjeR 
topaſſions) ſet,as it were, oppoſite by this 
ling ſo alſo we (hallſee a ſeeming {trife 
berweene Gods purity, that cannot en- 
dure iniquity, and. divine gloty which he 
will not in the feaſt give to another, and 
promiſe pe tfotmance, faithſulneſſe: for 
the (in being acted, God forſaken , his 
Law declined; and mans will and inven- 
tions 


tions advanced, then Gods purity pro- 
yokes divine juſtice to ſtrike with ack 
language as this; I am holy, I cannot 
«endure fin, yet it is acted againſt me; If 
« ſentence be not ſpeedily executed, the 
© heart of men will be fully ſet in them 
to do wickedly; patience will but pro- 
© yoke their prophaneneſſe, they being 
* ſo.corrupt- as to abuſe it, Eceleſ. 8.11. 
will be as it were driven to fin by it, nay, 

ey will make divine ſilence an argu- 
ment of fins allowance; and when they 
* fleight my ſervice, and ſet up thejr owne 
inventions, and yet go on and proſper, 
and I bold my tongue; they will ſay, I 
«am r ſuch an one as them» 
« ſelves; ariſe, juſtice, let me not be re- 
0 — the Author or indulger of ſuch 
© diſobedience; ſer their fins in order be- 
© foretheir eyes,/P/al.50. 21. Nay,though 
© they being deareſt David:, doth not 
* their ſin give occaſion to mine enemies 
to blaſpbeme ? ſhould I ſuffer Zedidiab, 
© my beloved one to increaſe his worſhip 
* at Idol- Altars, and corrupt, nay; de- 
cline mine and his poſterity to poſſeſſe 
his Kingdome ? will not the Heathen 
* ſay,I am not pure and holy, for I in- 
* dulge their fin > Do not the lewd lives 
of 


Agitn# finful Altars. 
* of Chriſtians cauſe the Heathen to te · 
* proach the Goſpel of my Sonne, and to 
© fay my doctrine diftates ſuch things: as 
* nature will - bluſh to ſee? as if nature 
(which 1 _ were more pure then 
my ſelfe ; ſhall I be filent and not cor- 
* re the impieties of my people, which 
* make Heathen Rome -Senators\when 
they ſee my holy Word, to queſtien 
© whether it be my Law: ——— divine 
nature be blaſphemouflly denied by an 
« Apoſtate Jalan, or Arins,and I not ba 
© avenged ? Shall the perfidious and per- 
* jurious deeds of my Chriſtian people 
deny me to be a God, and provoke 
© this Turkiſh appeale to my purity, pro- 
* ducing the league ſworne in my name, 
and broken by them? 

Behold, then crucified ¶ briſt, this is the 
league thy Chriftians in thy Name made As did 4. 
With me, which they have without canſe —— 
violated ; naw if thou he 8 God, as they ſaꝝ ot the © 
thow art, and as we dreame revenge the Turks a+ 


7 


wrong now done ante thy Name, and u.; yur u- 
and em thy. power en thy pron en — 
ple, who in their deeds deny thee their God. x, — 
| when be 
took abſolution from his oath from Gardic Mar, and 
fought agaiaſt the Turks, e the league ſworne. 
2 


See Turk Hiſt. p.297. And 
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And ſhall Lnotariſe to chaſliſe them? 
will not che honour of my holy Name 
and nature by: ſevere judgements for 
their unholineffe on thoſe my people, 
who will not ſhew it by their conformi- 
"obeying my Lawes, and fearing to of- 
nd my pleaſure : be vindicated from 
the blaſphemous thoughts of mine ene- 
mies? 9 1 

Vuto which Gods power, glory, and 
faichfulue ſſe ſtand ing up, do { as it were) 
inſwer and plead, True O Lord, molt ho- 
ly, thy pure natute ſtands juſtly. offend. 
ed; chy people ate by their Altar · build · 
ing made naked in thy ſight; they have 
moved thee to jealouſie with that which 
u ht God, or of God: it may be juſt 
ä that the fire kind led aga inſt them in thy 
; wrarh, ſhoutd burne unto Hell , and that 
therein for cheir fin, thou mayeſt ſcatter 
them into corners, and make their re- 
wmemberance for to 2 and _ 

vindicate the gloty of thy purity, an 
— * ſbew thy felfe a 4 be ing a 
* | fin-toven ing God but what ſhall be- 
come of ithfolncfle?the glory there · 
of will be loſt in the midſt of the Hea- 
then. O remember thy promiſe, Lord, 

thy promiſe made to Abraham, to Joes, 

An 


> * — — 8 m a * - - — — as N — _ _ 
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and Jacob ; and let not the Heathen ſay 
thou haſt fpoken what thou wilt not 

forme, thou art not as man that then 
ſhouldſt lie, nor the ſonne of man that 
thou ſhouldeſt repent : O let the mouth 
of Balaam wirneſſe to a curſing Balak, 
that thou haſt ſaid it, and thou wile do 
it 3 thou haſt ſpoken it, and thou wile 
make it good, Nxmb. 23. 19. How ſhall 
the Heathen alſo blaſpheme thy power, 
and ſay, becauſe thou waſt not able to 
* bring to paſſe thy begun mercy, and 
© pive them the promiſed land : thou haſt 
flaine them in che wilderneſſe? Nun. 
* 14.16. For, Lord, the Nations conſider 
not the Cariſe, nor accknowledpe thy 
* juſtice, but reproach thy power, und 
* promiſe, and ſay, For miſchief thou baſt 
* begun to ſhe them mercy : Nay , they 
* will not only reproach thy power and 
* promiſe, but rob thee of thine honour, 
and the glory of thy juſtly inflicted fu. 
* ry ; the rod will rebel agaioſt the band 
that uſeth it; if now, and fo ſeverely 
*thou ſtrike with it: conſider, Lord, make 
© not &fulli end of this rebellious Ahkac- 
© building generation; for the enemies 
ill behave, himſclfe proudly, and (ay, 


My hand, add not the Lord, hath done Deu. 3 2.47 
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all chis: fo that finne doth not one! 
make Gods Word to fight againſt it ſelf 
in promiſes and threats, but alſo the very 
properties of the Lord: how ſad muſt 
it be unto an ingenuous child to fee fury 
and mercy, power and pitie; yuſtice and 
compaſſion at the ſame time to ſhine in 
the boſome of a tender father ? how vile 
then muſt this finne be which runs God 
on ſuch traits, when as much as in as 
lies; we labour to confound the very God 
of Wiſdome, and ſer unity at enmity, 
making the Divine nature, as it were, to 
warre againſt it ſelf > And hence it is that 
the properties of God 'are many times 
pleading expoſtulations with God, mods 
adm onentis de benignitate by way of hum-+ 
ble minding God of his one nature in 
the prayers of his owne people, fearing 
or feeling the fierceneſſe of his fury. 
"The third effect is, « rendering the 
Worſbip 4 God vile in the eyes of the bea- 
then which know bim not : by this ſinne the 
enemies of the Lord have occafion to 
blaſpheme the Name and ways of God, 
to reproach the Goſpel and Docttine of 
Jeſus Chriſt : for in Altar- building men 
run from God, and aQtially ſpeak the 
language of the Apoſtate covenant · 
corrupt; 
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Againſt ſinful Alters: 87 
— Jewes, It is in vaine to ſerve 
God, and what profit have we that we 
have kept all bis Ordinances? Mal. 3. 14. 
and attribute the peace and plenty Gods 
patience indulgeth, unto the Queene of 
Heaven, and their (hameful impieties, 
Jer. 44.17, 18. and therefore God com - 
plains, that when his people built Altars 
unto Beal, they did not know that God 
gave her corne, and wine, and oyle, and 
multiplied their ſilver and gold, Hoſea 2. 
8. And God aggravaces this ſinne ever 
with the mention of his mercies, where» 
by he declares bow little cauſe they had 
ſo really to vilifie his wayes and wor- 
ſhip; by departing from them: their re» 
bellion againſt his will and words, muſt 
needs beſpeak his yoake to be heavie 
and ſervile bondage, which is indeed per- 
fe& freedome; and his tender reigne o- 
ver his people, to be fierce and cruel. 
The Schiſmes and ſad Diviſions produced 
by this ſinne, give occaſion to ſuch as 
know not the docttine of unity, to charge 
the wayes and worſhip of God with the 
natutal production thereof, never con- 

ſidering how they are the fruits of ſinne, 

not of ſacred Altar. How hath Sa- 

tan and his wicked inſtruments taken oe · 

G4 cali. 
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exfion to reptoach vilifie, anfl blaſpheme 
the wayes and worſhip of God from the 
je vdneſſe of ſome that ptofeſſe ic in all 

apes; do not the Papiſts generally calum- 
mate the Reformation of the Church 
wich the charge of 4ivifion' and novelty, 
and the like>becauſe ſome profeſſing to 
it have dwided from the Church, and 
propꝛgated their Altar - building · princi · 
you » fo that every obſervant eye cannot 
ſee that Altar · building; beſides the 
Altar of God, makes Gods Altar, Word, 
and Worſhip,' as Simeon and Lexi, their 
tarſed act on the circumciſal Scheche+ 
mites,, made good acuh favour to ſtink 
among the Canaanit es and Perizzites/; in 
which regard it lies on the ſincere wore 
ſhippers of God with conſlancie to ad- 
here to Gods Altar, and with courage to 
ſoppreſſe others in their places, as be · 
comes the Gofpel of Jeſus Chriſt, 
| The fourth and laſt effect of this ſinne 
of Altar: building, which may render it 
ing vile, is, a reviving of the Lords 
: for theſe are the Altars of Bethel 

»Which God will vifit, Amos 3. 1 4. This is 

«the ſinne that is written before the Lord 
4 with a pen of irn, and point of 4 dias 
word, Jer. 17.32, This is the — 

i | Poji 
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by bis poſt, and threſbold by the Lords 
1 — the - defiling of Gods holy 
Name till the ſabjedts be conſumed wn bis 
anger, Exek. 43.8. This is the ſetting up 
the Altar of jealowſre to the provoking of 
God to depart from his Sanituarie, Exek. 
8. 6, This is the following new gods to 
the kindling of a fire in bu wrath, which 
ſhall burne to bell, Deut. 32, 21,22. 10.8 
word, this is the golden Calſe, which 
turnes patience(to ſpeak with reverence) 
into ſuch rage, that a Aſoſes prayer can 
hardly binde from deſtroying, Exod, 32. 
8, 9,10. and the rebe llĩion ſo highly pro- 
voking that a God moſt gracious, in all 
affliction afflicted, in pitie and love ſa- 
ving and redeeming, being by it vexed in 
ſpirit, becomes an enemie, I/. 63. 9. Hou 
did Corab and his company by their but 
formal Altar- building, ſchiſmatical wich- 
drawing from the adminiſtrations of di. 
vine worſhip, provoke che Lords wrath 
to the cauſing of the eatth to open het 
mouth and ſwallow them up alive? How 
did Solamom / Alta rs ſtir up divine diſple@» 
ſure, to the rending away ten Tribe 
from bis Kingdome, not to this day res 
ſtored? What fad monuments of divine 
juſtice and fury hath it made Pep 
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and Sawaris: it were eaſie to evidence 
the increaſing property of this fin; but 


this may ſuffice to ſuch as do but conſider 


the ſierceneſſe of the Lords fury, which 
will make tbe mountain, to melt, and hills 
to ſhake, and s of the earth to trembleʒ 
for who can ſtand before his frown, much 
_ — — the frowne of the _ 
eruel Turkiſh tyrant chreatening preſent 
death 7 Can this Lion roare, Arg the 


Amos 1. 2 ſh)eaſts of the earth not tremble ? If while 


his wrath is kindled but a little, they be 
happy chat cruſt in Chriſt; what tercour 


— muſt poſſeſſe them that by their Altars · 
20-32-25 building ate naked before it; fo that the 


finne muſt needs be vile, to be avoided, 
and ſeaſonably ſeene to, that is ſo highly 
diſpleaſing unto God. 

I have now done with the third thing 
in the diſcovery of the ſinfulneſſe of 
building Altars beſide the Altar of God, 
( vir.) the vile effeũ: which ſpring from 
it : which taſted by ſerious contemplati- 
on, cannot but render it bitter in che 
mouth, and excite fincere worſhippers 
of God againſt it; I (hall only adde one 
thing more to the aggravation of its vile- 
neſſe, and that very briefly, and fo paſſe 
to the Application of the Point, viz. the 
aggravating properties. The 
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The firſt aggravating property that 
may render Altar. building to be exceed- 
ing vile, is, the fngylarity of the ſabjecłi. 
Singularity is not ſavoury in any; it many 
cimrs ſprings from pride, and beſpeaks 
an evil diſpoſition: this ſinne is many 
times acted by Gods people only, who 
know the true God, and have worſhip- 
ped at the true Altar: this fin God him · 
ſelf aggravates with this very property, 
in per. 2. 11, expoſtulating with them, 
Hath any Nation changed their gods, 
though they be no bran yet my people 
have changed their glory for thar which will 
not profit : and, Iſa. 65. v. 5. the rebelli- 
ous people which follow their one 
thoughts, and burne incenſe upon Altars 
of Brick, have their ſin aggravated by 
their ſingularity ; they ſay, Stand by thy 
ſelfe, come not neare me, 1 am bolier then 
chow : as that which makes a ſmoak in 
Gods noſtrils , and a fire to burne all 
the day: ſo that this addes much to this 
vile ſinne; The iſles of G bhittim, and coaſt 
of Kedar will not afford a parallel, or 
ſhew ſuch a thing: for whilſt the Epheſi- 
ans ſuſpecting any innovation againſt 
their Diana, run together with great zeal 
crying, Great is Diana of the ſay 

an 
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and readily contend for their Idol-god- 
deſſe and ſuperſtitions: worſhip, 28 re- 
ſolved not to change, though for a bet · 
ter ; and the Athenians, though given to 
novelty, think Pant qdious in ſeeming to 
ſet forth new gods: the people of the 
true God are only ſerne to change ſome- 
times the object, but many times the Al- 
rar the true God hath preſcribed to be 
worſhipped ar. | 

The ſecond aggravating propertie of 
Altar - building is, that it is committed 4- 
gainft ftanding directions, dilated Lewes 
and Ordinances, Gods revealed will and 
pleaſure concerning his Altar aud Wor- 

| hip: as iris /ſrael- glory, that no Nati- 

Deut. 7. on is ſo great a Nation that bach ſuch 

Statutes and Judgements, as all the Law 

of the Lord their God; ſo it is laid on 
them as the greater duty to take heed to 

themſelves, to keep their ſoul dili- 

gently, chat they forget them not, but 
reach them to their ſons, & fons ſons, and 
obſerve to do them; it is alſo their great 

"OE 2ggravation, that they forſake the Cobe- 

nz nagt of their God, go away from his 
Statutes, forger his Laives; caſt off his 
Commendments, to create to Themlelves 
an Altar and Worſh p according to their 
a own? 
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owne inventions: and though the A- 
thenian ignorance may extenuate their 
ſuperſtirious worſhip at the Altar to the 
unknown God: yet now light is come 
abroad, and God -calls to repentance, 
they muſt walk as children of the light: 
for ignorance can now be no plea, where 
preſcript rule is propoſed : now as re- 
bellion againſt a Kings Proclamation, and 
diſobedience againſt a fathers declared 
will,ſo is this Altat : building hainous and 
abominable, becauſe againſt directions ex · 
bibited. 

The third aggravating property of 
this ſinne of Altar-building, is,that it ſbut⸗ 
Gods tarts againſt prayer, What is ſpoken 
of ſinnes in general in I/. 59. 2. Tour fins 
bave hid bis face from you, that be will not 
heare: ls applicable, nay, applied to this 
ſinne in ſpecial, whage God not only de- 
clares chat when ] is Altar - building 
people, did cry to him in their trouble, he 
would not hear them, ler. 1 1. I t. but al- 
fo prohibics the Prophets praying; 7 how 
bali met pray for this people, neither lift ap 
a cr e prayer for them : and that is urged 
with a cherefote, (viz) becauſe, accord» 
ing oithe numbers of the ffrocts of. Ieruſa- 
lemphbe) have ſet up eAltars, ver. 12, ; 3. 

; et 
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Let me alone, Moſes,was the angry voice 
of God, produced by the Calf, and Al- 
tar at Horeb, Exod. 32. 10, How juſt is 
it with God to deny the Petitions of 
them, that deny preſcriptions from him 
in the way of his owne worſhip? Prov. 1. 
25, to 33. For as children when flub» 
bornly following theic 


Si curſum virz noſtræ 
pry conſili is regere vo- 
umus, & religionis ſideique 
negctivm ſecundum ratio» 
nem noſtram inſtĩituere, idem 
nobis accidit quod pueris 
quos parentesprimum docent 


own * wills fall into 
harme, their cries are 
not compaſſionated by 
the tender parent: ſo 
deales God with his 
ſtubborne people that 
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incedere, &c. Lau. in F10v- make their wills the way 


| or rule of his divine 
worſhip. 

I have now done wich the Doctrinal 
confideration of the Poinc;, and ſhall 
leave it tothe j ts of che fincere 
worſhippers at G tat, to conſider. 
whether a ſinne ſpringing from ſuch 
canſes, exerciſed in ſuch acts, producing 
ſuch effects, ſubject to ſuch aggravations, 
be nut exceeding ſinful; aud if but ſuſpe · 
cted to be undertaken, ſufficient to ſtir 
the ⁊eale of the ten ttibes, to the reſiſt - 
ance thereof, much to be ſeene to, ſurrow- 
ed fon and ſoone ſuppteſſed, where it is, 
really 
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really, and indeed acted: I ſhall now 
briefly apply to our more particular in- 
ſtruction. 


The firſt Uſe of the point may be of 
enquiry and humiliation, to put us apon 
the ſearch whether in the midſt of us we 
may not fee ſome of our brethren, pro- 
felllag the ſame, and who have worſhip- 
ped in the ſame Goſpel-worſhip with our 
ſelves, to withdraw from the Altar of 
God, and ere& Altars after their owne 
inventions; Which if we finde, our hearts 
ſhould be heavie in us, and our eyes filled 
with tears : as. humbling our ſelves for 
ſo grievous a guilt: and upon enquiry, 
he that is not wilfully blinde, cannot but 
ſee beyond the river in the Church of 
Rome material, beſides formal Altars built 
befides the Altar of God : five Sacra» 
ments innovated which God never inſti- 
cured ; objects of divine adoration ad- 
vanced, never hy the Lord, or themſelves 
allowed: Sacrifices preſented for ſinne, 
which God never preſcribed : offices and 
orders of holy men and women main- 
rained, which in the Canon of Scripture. 
ate never mentioned, nor by the ſame 
warranted : principles preſſed as 2 
0 


of faith fieteſary to ſalvation, and that 
on the puine'of being branded with He- 
refie , ſuch as were never found in che 
Apoſtles Creed ; but repugnant to it, 
prayers, penance, and many the like 
ices performed with tnuch devoti · 

on, which are not only not wrartanted, 
bot condemned in Sctiptute us ſupetſti · 
tions, and will- worſtip, and diſſonant 
to reaſon in the very ligt of nature; 21 
which may be matter of mourning to e 
very gracious heart to ſee,” although in a 
ſomewbat remote : but more o- 
ſpecially if when in mercie God hath de- 
livered wi from ſerving at, or ſuffering 
for not ſerving at ſuch Alerts as did our 
progerficors-; and while ſt we our ſelves 
profeſſe a reformation ofithe Altar of 
God, Gofpei-worſhip-and Ordinances , 
we ſhall even ar home finde Altars of an · 
other kinde created and erecting vit may 
be ſome enſtimg off Gods Aſtats of Gol 


pel. Ordinances, not worſhippintz in any 


—— and NV ons ion, bur: 
omvrs|,celeftidl way of omicring all du- 
Godonly(if indeed cver) ebe —— 
ments end inwvurd aQtivgs of the 2 
ca 
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ſtead of Word and Sacraments; which is 
no leſſe then do vn right pcofineneſſe, 
and (if any worſhip ) à will-wotſhip of 
their owne invention for it, never was of 
divine preſcription. But in ſuch alſo as 
profeſſe to God and his Altar; I feare 
we ſhall finde upon ſerious enquiry, Al- 
cars at leaſt formally, if not marerially 
built beſides the Altars of Go1 ; which if 
any do not diſcerne, I (hill ſay for their 
conviction, as Saemxel to Saul: What 
meaneth the bleating of the ſheepe in mine 
rares, and the lowing of the oxen which [ 
bearer Sam. 15.14. So ſay I, if we all 
cleave cloſe to the Altar of God, what 
meanes the gathering of Church- 
es in the midſt of us: the diſtin& and 
oppoſite Aſſemblies : the Church- Cove- 
nant made a dore of admiſſion into 
Church-memberſh:p, even unto the bap- 
tized into one body: the cry of men a- 
gainſt the Miniſterie as Antichriſtian : 
and the Aſſemblies of Chriſtians reform- 
ed, us Babyloniſh whores : the loweſt of 
the people making themſelves Mini- 
ſters: with the ery,that AU the Lords peo- 

ple are holy: and the very oppoſition of 

Gods owne Ordinances (as to the mat · 

ter of them) in the different formes of 

H admi- 
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adminiſtration > Do we not ſee ſome 
dipping in rivers and ſtanding pooles, 
whileſt others are baprizing in places of 
publick worſhip : ſome breaking bread 
in diſtin ſocieties, ſhutting the doore 
on ſuch as themſelves cannot deny to be 
by Baptiſm actually conſecrated Church- 
members (if that be which cannot be de- 
nied, the doore of admiſſion) but alſo 
not ejected, nay, themſelves being wit- 
neſſes, fincerely, godly, and ſavingly re- 
lated ro Chriſt, though not conforming 
ro their ſeparate conſtitut ions, whileſt 
others adminiſter the Lords Supper to 
the Lords people as ſuch, though not in 
ſuch a Church-way ? nay, my brethren, 
may not we ſee principle againſt princi- 
ple, preaching agaioſt preaching, prayer 
againſt drayer , thankſgiving againſt 

ankſpiving, and Faſt againſt Faſt ? as 
if we were reſolved to confound the ve- 
ry God of wiſdome with our divided 
worſhip of him: in which oppoſition 
both cannot be the Altar of God, the 
one muſt needs be our owne threſhold 
and poſt ſer by Gods threſhold and poſt 
in the Lords 1 emple : both cannot plead 
divine preſcription , and therefore the 
one muſt needs be humane . 

| an 
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and ſuperſtition, whatever cry of boli- 
neſſe and ſanctity go before it, or ac» 
company it: now, which of theſe diffe- 
rent adminiſtrations are the Altar of 
God, and which the Altar againſt the 
Altar of God, I will not determingtely 
pronounce, leſt I be reputed cenſorious, 
and charged with violence and bitter · 


neſſe, the common reproach of ſuch as 4s 
ſincerely reprove the erroneous ptinci- 


ples and practices of our dayes:but to the 
exciting of the humiliation required, and 
the quickening of ſincere worſhippers of 
God to their duty, I ſhall briefly direct 
to the object by ſome few CharaRers, 
the uſu al concomitants of Altar-build- 
ing, that whereſoever we ſee ſuch con- 
comitants,we may conclude, or at leaſt 
be jealous, that they are the people acting 
the ſinne of Altar-· building: and if any 
mans conſcience ſhall inferte the conclu- 
ſion from ſuch premiſes rationally pro- 
poſed, I deſire them to obſerve the 
counſel of the Apoſtle James, to be ſwift 
to bare, ſlow to ſpeakł, ſlow to wrath Know- 
ing that the wrath of man worketh not the 
righteonſneſſe of 7* Wher efore lay qart 
all filibine ſſe an 42 of malicionſ= 


neſſe, and receive with meerkneſſe the Word 
H 2 that 


? 


nt 


100 


Mr. M ant. 
on 7ames 
I Caracter 


4 
onA 
2 


The Saints Zeale 

that i graffed in you , which & able to 
ſave the ſcale, James 1. 19, 20, 21. Con- 
fidering the obſervation of a Reverend 
Expoſitor on the text, the worſt thing 
we can bring to a religious coñtr̃ẽrſie, 
is anper : the firſt chatacter of Altars be- 
fiJes the Altar of God is, dotFrines diſ+ 
ſonant to the truth of God: for principles 
muſt needs ſquare the practice and Altar- 
building muſt needs be theoretical be- 
fore it be praftical : hence commonly 
called our owne inventions and imagi- 
nations ſo denominated from the 'cor- 
ropted underſtanding acting the ſame: 
The firſt prophane Altar that ever 1/rae! 
are noted co provoke divine wrath with- 
all, was ere&ed with the diſſonant do- 
Arine, Theſe are thy gods, O Iſrael, that 


brought thee out of Egypt, Exod. 32.4. 


And throughout the whole Hiſtory of 
the Altar- building of che backſliding 
Jewes we ſhall finde when ever the 
Prieſts offered unto Baal, the Prophet; 
did propheſie lies in the Lordi Name: If 


they do but formally build Altars, inva- 


ding the Prieſthood, and cotrupting the 


' Mminiſtration of divine worſhip,it muſt 
; be' uſhered in with the doctrine of the 


peoples holineſſe, and Hoſes and Aarons 
ambition, 
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ambition, as did Corab and his company 
under the Goſpel ; this ſinne is general- 
ly denominated mans defirine , anot her 
geſpel, ibe bringing in of dammnable doctrine, 
divers and / doctrines, by which 
ſuch as follow them are ſaid to beperver⸗ 
ted and turned aſide from the Goſpel & 
doctrine of Chriſt: and this is obſervable, 
that the Apoſtle dehorting from divers 
ſtrange doctrines, enforceth his dehorta- 
tion with this reaſon, We have an Altar, 
e. Heb, 13. 9, 10. As if he would have 
ſaid, Theſe divers and ſtrange docttines 
are Altars againſt that Altar we have re- 
ceived and owned: and when the Fathers 
(as was before noted) ſaid of Hereticks, 
that they built Altar againſt Altar, it was 
occaſioned by their curſed docttines; ſo 
that where we ſec any with Arminius ad- 
vance mans free will againſt Gods free 
gtace; or with Socinus teach bur repen- 
tance to be Gods acquittance againſt the 
propitiatory ſatisfying (to divine juſtice) 
property of the blood of Chriſt : Wich 
the Familiſts, Seekers, or Anabaptifts, to 
teach immediate Inſpirations and Reve- 
lations of a pretended ſpirit, to be equal 
to, nay, above the authority of the Scrip- 
tures :- With the Arians, to deny * 
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his divine nature: With the Seekers to 
deny Goſpel-Ordinances in the matter, 
or with Anabaptiſts in the manner of 
their adminiſtrition : With the Separa- 
riſts, to teach that pollutions ate ſuffici- 
ent gtound of ſeparition from true 
Churches, though recaining fundamen- 
tals : chat Bapriſme is n6t ſufficient ro 
admiſſion to Church-memberſhip with- 
out the Congregational Covenant; that 
the holineſſe of men, as Saints, meerely 
Saints, is a ſufficient authority to invade 
the Miniſterial function, and the like; 
there we may ſee, and with ſorrow ſay, 
Altars are in building againſt the Altars 
of God : for theſe principles being op- 
pugnant to the riſes of the Lords wor- 
ſhip, muſt needs leud to practices oppo- 
ſite to his preſcribed perfotmances: this 
Character is ſo commonly the concomi- 
tant of Altar · building, that many times 
the profeſſors of this ſinne conteile from 
their diſciples the abſurdeſt of their do- 
Qrines, till by ſome of leſſe concern- 
ment they are made Skepricks in Religi - 
on, and ſo capable of admirting any do- 
Arines : and when they dictate any, it is 
only as preſent light, which they may op» 
pole ſhortly : as much as may be decli- 
ning 


. 


Againſt fi 
ning the teſte and trial of the Word, that 
they may be uſually and well called (by 
the epithete Tertullian gave them) Luci- 
fuge Scripturaram, ſnunners of Scriptures 
ligbt. 

- The ſecond Character of Altar-build- 2. chr. 
ing, as many times it's concomitant, 

and indced cauſe, tis the publike exhibiti» 

on of Aſtrological preditions, a religion 
amongſt the Heathen,whoſe Altats ſtand 
oppoſite to the Altar of God; and wil- 

ling to be received is an Art among Chri- 
ſtians and profeſſed people of God, but 
could never finde entertainment but un- 

det the defection from Gods true wor- 

ſhip and the erection of Idolairy and Su- 
perſtition: Starrie prophecies were ever 
more ſuitable for Egyptian and Babylo- 

niſb idolaters then J/rae/-worſhippers at 
Gods Alcars : never ſhall we read the 
ſame aRed or allowed in Jſrasl but in 
Altar-building dayes,and by Altar- build» 

ing Princes; and as it roſe with this ſinne, 

ic fell with the ſame, being both toge- 

cher removed by religious Altar-reform- 

ing Princes : and uſually the Prophers of 
God were found in Jeruſalem the place 

of Gods Altar whileſt Soothſayets and 
falſe Divincrs were in Samaria the Al- 

H4 tat- 
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tar-building Citie : the Prophet 1/aiab 
joynes Iacobs being full with tbe manners 


Deute. 18. of the Eaſt, and Sorcerers of the Phili- 


ſtines: with their being ſull of Idols, as 


Iſa. 44.25. the canſes of Gods deſertion of them, 
77. Ii. I. 6. Not to ſtand upon the ſeveral 


upbraiding expoſtulations of God with 
his owne people and other Nations for 
attending to the divined lies of their 
Magicians, Soothſayers, Star gazers,and 
monethly Prognoſt cators : I ſhall only 
deſire you to oblerve that which ſeemes 
a very obſervable evidence of this con- 
comitant Character (viz) Gods promiſe 
in the reſtoration of his Church by Chriſt 
to cut off Enchanters,and that theyſhould 
have no more Soothſayerat is joy ned with 
the reforming of his owne Altar by cat» 
ting off their Id:l; and turning them from 
worſhipping the works of . their owne 
hands, Mic 5. 12, 13. Not only under the 
Law was this found to be a concomitant 
(if I may not ſay cauſe) of the many 
Altars againſt God, but alſo under the 
Goſpel Soothſaying, Starrie Prediction, 
Aſtrological Propbecies will appeate an 
attendant on, or indeed rather a pte pa- 
ter and precurſor of Errors, Hereſics, 
Schiſmes, and ſaddeſt corruptions in the 
docttine 


Againſt ſinful Altars. 
doArine and worſhip of God that GobG 


pel Altar at which we worship: a wit 
neſſe hereof may be the Jewes, who in 


their blindneſſe retaining Moſes againſt 
Chriſt, are by the Apoſtle, hinted, to be 


oppoſite to the Altar of God, Heb, 10. 
13. Do not the dictates of their Starxe- 
numbring Cabaliſts obdurate them in 
their ſuperſtitious way > Their falſe Pro- 


phets ſometimes heighten their hopes of 


the approach of their fantaſtical Meſſiah 


(as did Abrabam the Jew, aſſuring them 


that the time of his coming ſhould be in 


I 464-)to the hardening their of hearts a» 


gainſt the true Meſſiah already come: un- 
to which we may adde the experiences 
of the Primitive Church in the Hereticks 
that roſe up to corrupt the Word of 
truth : if we conſider thoſe ſorts of He- 
reticks, (viz.) Simonianifts, Gleabianiſts, 
Doſitheans, Gortheans, Menandraniſts, 
( arpocratians, Marcioniſts, Valentini ant, 
baſilidians and Saturnilian) in the Pri- 
mit ive times noted to bring in the falſe 
Chriſts, falſe Prophets, falſe Apoſtles, 
renting aſunder the Church with their 
falſe doctrine againſt God and Chriſt; 
which Thebulu at Feruſalem received 


and began to propagate. What a line of I = 


Aſtros» 


105. 
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Aﬀeolopy may be ſeene in their princi- 
ples, atttibuting the production of many 
and vatious things, to many and various 
powers: advancing their owne divinati- 
ons above Scripture - Dwinity: and their 
Magical practices and enumerations to 
the aſtoniſhing of their auditors; nay, 
chis line is not only to be ſeene in, but as 
Euſeb. Ec- it were to lead unto their corrupting 
clef. hiſt. principles and praftice. We might here- 
Sore. Sch, unto adde Manes, the author of the A. 
lib.1.c.27, — —_— of the Hereſie of 
Euſeb. in two 5, Who taught the wor- 
Eccleſ.biſt. ſhipping of 14 © like princi- 
lib, 4. c 1 f. ples, properly flowing from ſtarrie divina- 
tion: and Marte the kbowne Magician, 
confuted by Prema, who baptized in 
the nam of the wnkhnowone father of al 
thingt,and in the truth moi ber of all tbings, 
Oc. A clear Altar 228inft Gods Altar, 
But to what purpoſe ſhould we fend fo 
farte t o finde Hereſie attended with Ne- 
ctomancie, when nearer home in later 
years it harh beene, and is the great in- 
ſtrument to advance the Mahumetan and 
Popiſh ſuperſtition? who knowes any 
thing of rhe Papal ſtories, that knowes 
not this to have beene the ſtep to ad- 
vatice the man of fin, and that _— 
gica 
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coufitenanced and allowed, but alſo ſtu 
died und advanced in their order of ex- 
efciſes:To the further evidencing its ex · 
iſtence in the Church we might muſter up 
the cenfures of free Councels and Face. 
fiaſtical Aſſemblies: the condemantions of 
it by thePrimitiveFathers:the wholeſome 
Lawes, Timperiel, Civil, — "9 
gxinſt Diviners , Aſtrologers, and , tha 
| like + the variety of puni us 
bas iſhment , impriſonment, confiſcation, 
death to the profeſſors, or ;indulgers of 
Aatrie predichons, and confeſſions of 
ſome of theit one profeſſors : all which 
do not only evidence its exiſtence in, but 
alſ6 danger to the Chriſtian Charches in 
the fulneſſe of what is reported to have 
beene confeſſed by one Cornelins A 
ps, once an Arch- Magician, who bewai 
ing Nis miſ-fpent yvuch in this Art, faith, 
They that profeſſe to it, mw * 
moſt pernicious Herefits and Infidnitiet 
whileſt they proſe (ſe with impiona temevity, 
— op httgr yo the power of Re- 
ligien, the ſecrets of conſcience, ths con» 
mund over Devils, the vertu of mviratles, 
the efficacie of ſupplications, and rhe fue 


of 
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of the life to come ,; ds all depend en g 
Starres are vouchſafed by them, and may 


be knowne by them. But thus much may 


be ſufficient to evidence its Congamni- 
tancie with this ſia of Altar-bnjldiog, 
both before and face Chriſt came in the 
fleſh, and to give us cauſe, if we finde the 
ſame to ſhew it ſelfa in the mideſt of us 
(as it uſaally puts up in troubleſome times 
and places, as, maſt ſutable to their 
doubtful deſtinies}; x0 ſuſpect Altar- 
building to attend it: but upon ſerious 
ſearch, and diligent obſervation we ſhall 
eaſily ſee to the ſadning of pious ſpirits , 
not only hath Aſtrology appeared under 
our confuſions and opmmotions, but al- 
ſo not been rebuked, but tather indulged 
and couatenanced h and by coo, many 
retei ved ro the emboldeniog of its pro- 
feſſors with-wontedampudency to enter 
the liſts, and engage the. conteſts for di- 
- viniog, predicting Aſtrology, ſo often 
foyled by Givil ande Ecaleſiaſtical cen- 
ſures in the Church: Day, and by Hea- 
thens tbemſelves ſtrangers to the Church: 
theix raging arguments produced .agyialt 


arguments of reaſon. and Scripture che 


reviling cearmes againſt Divines and Mis 
nilters of che Goſpel, not only now li- 
ving 


Arainſt fortfiel Altars. 
ving to defend divine providence from 
their ſtarrie encroachments, but even 
ſuch as are long ſince rotted in the grave, 
doing what in them is, to the killing of 
their labours, which do live, and will 
live totheir convition and confufion : 
their declared enmity to Religion, pub» 
fiſhing and predicting as the pretended 
influence of the Starres, the variety of 
confuſions and ſad diviſions concerning 
it : eyermore propheſying evil to the 
Truth according to the wonted practice 
of its profeſſors : and their blazing forth 
the leaſt of failings ;{nay , ſometimes 
imagined) in Divines, to the rendring 
of their perſons and funRion vile:whileſt 
they ſound the trumpet of their owne 
praiſe , often recolle&ing thoſe things 
they have ſeemingly foretold, and have 
accidentally come to paſſe, but burying 
in oblivion their never accompliſhed pre- 
ditions (which may ſet Mercury on 
work, as Seneca once wittily fancied, to 
intreat the gods to abridge the life of 
Claudius, if for no other cauſe, yet of ve- 


ry pitie and compaſſion to the poore A» as thegreat 
ſtrologers, who had already beene taken Phgue 
with ſo many lies from year to year, that —=acen 
if the deſtinies were not more favours» Z 


ble 1672. 
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ble then their ground was, ſure the credit 
of Aſtrology would decay for ever:) of 
which, if a man ſhould, 2 it is reported 
of the Lord of 2 note but their 

early Almanach with rep t. notes 
A the beginning, they —. —— 
prove more true then ſuch prediftions, 
Thele things I fay are not to be paſt 
without obſervation as the evidence of 
that height of their exiſtence and coun- 
tenance in the mideſt of us (which may 
create our jealouſie, if I may not ſay con- 
clude) the fin of Altar · building to be on 
foot among us: Aſtrological impoſiti- 
ons upon the peoples faith, lately ſtarted 
up with peremprorineſſe and impudence; 
with the peoples apt reception thereof, 
as more infallible Prognoſtications of the 
government of the world and Church 
then either Scripture- prophecie or pro- 
miſe provoked a reyerend Divine to re« 
deeme time from his more ſerious ſtudies 
to the poſing and puzling of the Magi- 
Mr. Jobs cal-Aſtrological-Diviner: induced by this 
Gaule his very reaſon, conſcience of duty (to uſe 
Magaſtro- his owne words) to ſtand up, to bea 4 
mancer, F word for God,Ghrift,the holy Ghoſt, Church 
poſed Me and Saints againit a preſſe and peſt of Ma- 
fin Epilt.ao £ica/, wagephemerical, wagnaſtrological, 
the Cc. 


cd: 
Reader 
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Se. of books of late crept, nay, crowded 
in among ſt un, 10 the diſhononr of God, de- 
ming of Chriſt, deſpighting the Spirit,caw- 
ponizing of the Word, diſturbing the 
Church, ſubverting of Religion, diftrat7- 
ing of the _ Jcandalizing weak Chris 
ſtrans, and ſeducing of common people, yea, 
to the promotion of Idolatry, Superſtition, 
Here ſie, Schiſme, &Cc. 

We ſee then, my brethren, this ſinſul 
Art of Starre · divining, s a concomitant 
of the (in after which we are enquiring, 
to be too evident in the mideſt of us: I 
+ ſball a little, and very briefly note to you 
the fitneſſe of this ſinful Art, to chars» 
Rerize the ſin of Altar- building, that to 
the quickening of your affections, you 
may more ſeriouſſy heed. it, t it 
hath beene but ſeldome hinted: and that 
in noting its nature, and the Churches ob- 
ſervation concernig it. 

Firſt, as for its nature: not to ſtand 
upon it as erroneous, and heretical as it is 
in it ſelfe, the rules of it, and inferences 
from the ſame became direRly contrary 
to the docttine of faith: nor its aptitude 
to engage needleſſe ſcrupuloſities and 
2 obſervations of this as 0mi- 
nous, and that as lucky, to the enſlaving 
2 mans 
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mans will in every action to the obſer- 
vation of every circumſtance, and ſubje- 
Rion td the Starres: nor yet of its uncer- 
tainty,whereby the event ſometimes falls 
contrary to the prediction, as Firminus, 
2 friend to Saint Muguſtine found in 
obſervation of the fate of ewo children 
borne in his houſe, at one and the ſame 
moment, which yet was calculated by 
the ſtarres to be the ſame, but by the 
Law andcuſtome of the Countrey pro- 
ved quite contrary : I (hall only note its 
nature in relation to this fin; and we ſhall 
finde it of a ſuitable nature co receive and 
propagate innovations and falſe will. 
worſhip, not only as it is Skeptical, cer- 
taine in nothing but the uncertainty of 
their owne aſſettions: but allo as it di- 
ſpoſeth the Stars and (Celeſtial bodies into 
the chaire of divine providence,whileſt, as 
was before noted, it placeth all, even ſe- 
crets and fupreme happineſſe in the 
power of the Planets, which doctrine 
muſt needs ſer them as objects of admira · 
tion, and ſo of adoration : à very natu- 
ral way to build Altars objectively, by 
giving the worſhip and honour of the 
Creator and diſpoſer of all things to the 


creatures ; without doubt this was to the 
Jeweg 
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Jewes as to other Nations, the leading 
principle to worſhip the Queene and the 
8 Heaven, nay, further, diftates 
a rine of waiverſal Tolergtion of all 
religions: nevet in the leaſt — 
limitation or reſtraint which might be 
of too ſad a reflection upon it ſelf: Hence 
Ptolomy ſaith, that the diſpoſition or in- 
clination which divers Countries have 
to worſhip one God before another, 
cometh from the conſtellation of the 
Planets: as Zxpiter and Satarne make a 
Jew : Mar: a Perſian to worſhip the fire: 
Mercury a Chriſtian : and with the Hoon 
an Antichriſt: ſo that whileſt this 
ſinful Prognoſticating Art makes the 
Planets the authors, it muſt needs make 
them indulgers and approvers of the 
exerciſe of all religions, or religious 
formes , though never ſo repugnant and 
inconſiſtent each to other: (his is ſure 
the reaſon why Aſtrologers have in our 
late dayes Progn«ſticated very often the 
liberty of all religions to be exerciſed, 
and no Diſcipline tor the teſttaint thete · 
of ever ſpoken for by them: ) and is a fit 
foundation to build many Altars upon, as 
obſerved experience hath too clearly evi- 


denced, for as an every dayes Sabbath 
I 1s 
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is no Sabbath, ſo an every way of worſhip 
without confinement to diyine pre- 
ſcription is no way of true worſhip. un- 
to God; for novelty will be building 
when at liberty : And Aſtrology ir ſelfe 
may by this meanes come to be an 
Altar,a religion as it was among the Hea- 


And laſtly, i:*s enmity to ¶ briſtian Re- 
ligien, which nature muſt needs render it 
very capable of introducing another, 
though directly oppoſite: this enmity is 
evidenced by that anticheſ;s it bath ever 
ſtood in to Religion by the Magical ope- 
rators, and planitary predictets, notori- 
ous malice and envie in defaming , dif 
gracing, calumniating , deriding , con- 
temning, oppoſing the Miniſters of the 
Goſpel: and prediting frequently the 
decayes of the encouragements, nay, and 
the won As. of their calling, (promi- 
ſed to be perpetuated till the Church be 

— perfect in heaven :) nay, not only is 
Defenſa- their enmity againſt the inſtruments, 
tive a- Which mult hold up and continue the Al- 
gainſt poy-tar of God, Chriſtian Religion, but by 
— 4 ſup- their fatal (yet hitherto falle) ptedicti- 
— ons againſt Religion it ſelf; tor in the 
c<.22.p.411 firſt beginning and tender ſpring of * 

the 


engere ere ee. 


Again? finſul Altars. 
the obſervers of the Planets gave out in 
their Pamphlets, That the Name of 
Chriſt ſhevid not be had in honour at the 
uttermoſt above two hundred yeares; 
which falling out by tract of time to be 
an egregious lie, A/bwmazar (to keep bis 
diſciples in life) adjourned the deſtructi- 
on of our Religion two hundred years 
higher, ſuppoſing undoubtedly this 
ſhould be the utmoſt ſtint and period of 
our continuance, which (maugre their 
malice) continueth to this day, and (hall 
continue; ſo that we ſee ſufficient in its 
nature to make it a character being ſo ca- 
pable of being a cauſe of Altar 
building. 

Bur let us paſſe on to the Obſervati- 
tions of ſincere worſhippers of God 
concerning it: and what wiſe obſerver 
is or ever hath beene in che Church of 
God to whom it hath not appeared that 
thoſe Aſtrological artiſts ever were more 
rife in Heatheniſh chen in Chriſtian, in 
Popiſh then in Proteſtant, in former 
then in later times ? that they were al- 
wayes moſt buſie in turbulent, diſtracted 
times and places, where wars domeſtick 
or forreigne, fitted people for ſedition, 
faction or ſchiſme, &c. that the proper 
I 3 fruits 
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fruits of their Schooles, Societies, Reli. 
gion, Practice. and Profeſſion, were the 
nouriſhing of Nations in Idolatry, Sor- 
cery, Superſtition and Impiety: that men 
of the greateſt learning, wiſdome, ver- 
tue, conſcience and piety, have not deri- 
ded and de ſpiſcd them, whileſt men of 
the contrary diſpoſition have feared their 
Prognoſtications, ard believed their 
predictions: but to cloſe up all of much 
that might be obſerved , that when and 
whereſoeyer their Divinations and Pre« 
ſagings were moſt received : it was not a 
fearful preſage of a decay of Religion, 
and of a declining Church: in a word, 
that the Word Church, or true Religion 
of God never flouriſhed, or was eſtabliſh- 
ed in any Kingdome or Nation . where 
Magicians, Diviners, Sooth-ſayers and 
Aſtrologers were countenanced or con- 
nived at; nay, where they were not con- 
demned and ſuppre ſſed. 

Now, my brethren, theſe things con- 
ſidered, ] leave it to every unprejudiced 
man to conlider whether the acting, ad- 
vancing, ſceking to, or ſuftcring in ſi- 
lence, Aſtrology, and its PrediQions; 
give not juſt cauſe to Miniſters of thc 
- Goſpel to complaine of, and cry out a+ 
gainlt 
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gainſt ſuperſticion, innovations, Altar- 
building againſt Gods Altar, as the fad 
attendant on, or effect of Star-gazing ? 
and whereſoevet we ſee in divided par- 
ties exerc ſing diſtin praiſes, this Art 
to be owned, allowed, pleaded for, and 
believed; there we may conclude a juſt 
ſuſpition at the leaſt of their departing 
from the Lord and his worſhip, to fol- 
low their own inventions, 

The third Charactet as the conſtant 
concomitant of Altar · building, is, dange- 
rous ſeparations from the union of the 
Saints and body of the Church of God. This 
is that which I have before noted to be 
the ſad effect of this ſin, whether mate- 
«Lally or formally ated, as we have in- 
ſtanced in Corahs and his company's ga- 
thering a Congregation, and diſjoyning 
themſelves from the Camp of reel: 
Jeroboam and his ſubjects ſeparation from 
the Temple, not to this day cemented 
by many evidences and inſtances under 
the Goſpel. Well may I then call that 
2 concomitant, which was before pro» 
ved an effect of the (in, and well may 
that be a charaRer, which is both a con- 
comitant and effect of Altar-building : 
and now (my brethren) I would I could 
13 ſay 
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ſay with the Apoſtle, I rejoyce to ſee your 
order and fedfaſtneſſe in the faith: your 
order in orderly union, every member 
keeping its proper place withour ambi- 
tion or murmucation, and all keeping 
cloſe in that one body into which we 
were all biptized, but alas! (borreſes re- 
ferens) I ſpeak it to our ſhame and ſor- 
row this day in the fight of God, What 
man that can but halfe ſee, ſeeth not fa · 
Rions, ſchiſmes, and (ad diviſions to en- 
creaſe in the mideſt of us? ſome men not 
only ptofeſſing to this Miniſter, and cry- 


Z ing him up, not only above, but againſt 
other Miniſters ; and others owning 


that, and adhering to him and his princ i- 
ples, making them matters of faith, bez 


11. cauſe 7 17 him, rather then ground · 


ed"on the Word : fo that ſome are of 
Paul, ſome of Apollo, is if neither them- 
ſelves, nor the Miniſters were of Chriſt : 
theſe contentions, lrifes, diviſions, the 
Apoſtle doth not only not commend 
whileſt he dehorts from ſuch diſſenſions, 
but expreſſely condemnes them as car» 
nal and ſeemees to hint the ſame to be 
a ſetting of them as objects of their faith, 
worſhip and ſo Altars againſt Chriſt the 
true Altar of chem all: whileſt he expo; 
| | ſtulates 
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ſtulates, Is C riſ divided? was Paul eru- 
fied for you eitfier were ye baptized 
into the name of Paul? rejoycing he 
had baptized few among them, leſt 
they ſhould ſay he baptized in his 
owne name : which expoſtulations are 
vehement affirmations, that ſuch as de- 
nominate themſelves by the name of 
their Teachers, as having their perſons 
in admiration, though never ſo eminent: 
to divide Cbriſt, to owne their Teachers, _ 
an their Saviowrs and Redeemers, and ſuch ne confer; 
into whoſe name and profeſſion they volumes ab 
were baptized, 1 Gor. 12,13, 14. not e Tedeptes 
only are we (I ſay) thus divided in our 4e 7 


profeſſion of relations to this and to chat feen, 


Miniſter: but alſo in Church - way, ſome þ,priſus 
of Independent Church-wayes, ſome ofeft ſacr«- 

Armmian, ſome of Socinian, ſome of A- un 

nabapriſtical , ſome of Seekers, anT ie e 

were well if ſome were not profeſledly oi cuiu 

of ranting Churches and Aſſemblies ; allen 

which” ſeparate from the body of the ?tizenu. 

Chorch,refuſing ro worſhipGodwith thẽ Far. in loc. 

in way of miniſtration by bim preſcri- 

ded, by it practized: and ſuch as do ſo 

divide, never yet diſproved the ſame, ei- 

ther Wirf or forme, notwithſtand- 

ing theit calumniating charges of all on 
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of their way, though baptized, and appro- 
ved pious, as in wayes and hedges with 
the Heathen : as the members of che 
ſcarler-coloured whore: brats of Baby- 
las, ſub jc cted to Antichriſtian Miniſtery, 
out of the way of Chriſt, and there- 
fore to be gathered into a Church way: 
and exchange theit baptiſmal admiſſion 
into the Church for an admiſſion by a 
Congregational Covenant; a word: pro- 
feſſion of the faith which is not in them; 
and cngaving to joyne in ſuch Aſſemblics, 
and be edified in their principles of new 
light, though never ſo coacrary to the 
old light of Scriptures; nay, and unde- 
reed, and ſo lubject unto changes : nay, 
let the ſeveral ſubdiviſions , and with- 
drawing of members from collected ſe- 
Parate Churches: the many Sets and 
ſorts of Churches that have appeared and 
beene profeſled ſince the firſt tent from 
the body of the Churches in the Nation 
by the old Browniſts, and of late Inde- 
penden:s, be a witneſſe of this ſad effect 
and concomitant which fo clearly chara- 
Recizing the ſin (whileſt, as I before no- 
ted, all of theſe Sects and ſorts that thus 
ſeparate themſelves from the Church, 
cannot be all, or any of them the way of 


Gods 
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Gods worſhip, who is one, and will be 
worſhipped by his owne way, in his own 
Church.) may irritare out jealouſie, 
may as premiſes lead us clearly ta infer 
the concluſion that Altars are built, and 
in building again the Altar of God, 
wich which our beart is to be affected, 
and our ſelves humbled before God, as 
becomes ſincere worſhippers at bis 
Altar. 

Tue fourth Character found to be the 
conſtant concomitant of building Altars 
2gainſt the Altats of God, « dead/y en- 
mity to the Miniſters of God which wart up- 
ox Gods Altar. In all Religions, the 
Prieſt, or Prieſtly Office, (as eſſential to 
the ſupport of the Alcar-worſhip)is ever 
advanced, protected, and provided for by 
the friends, ſupplanted, oppoſed and de- 
ſtroyed by the enemies of ſuch Altar- 
worſhip :and it is co me very obſervable, 
that Gods charge of conſtant waiting 
at his Altar,goes not without a Tale beed 
thou forſaks not the Levite all thy dayes, 
Deut. 12 19. So that Altar-Miniſtery, 
and the Altar ic ſelf, wherher true or 
falſe, do alwayes ſtand together: what 
rebelſious innovation read we inthe ſtory 
of Altar-tuilding 1/-ael, not accompani- 

| ed 
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ed with a reſiſtance of the Miniſtery ap- 
pointed to wait at Gods Altar: the re. 
bellion of Corab and his company char- 
th Aaron as well as, nay, more immo- 
erately then Moſes, to have taken too 
2 Chron. nuch upon him: the un juſt affectation of 


Hoſes, and confuted by the miraculous 
budding of Aaroxs rod: and their Cen- 
ſers beaten into plates: Jeroboam ſets 
not up falſe Altars at Dan and Bethel 
withour ſuſpending the Miniſters of 
Gods Altar 46 officio & bene ſicio, from 
their work and wages, and the ſtretch- 
ing forth of his hand againſt the Pro- 
het of God ſent from Jeruſalem: A- 
«bs Altars and Idolatry is not ated 
z Kings 10 Without an Eljak's complaint, 7 hey have 
2 Chron, broken doWne thine Altars, and ſlaine thy 
Prophets * and if ever falſe Altars are 
ſabverted, and the Aﬀtar of God reſto- 

red, if but by the ſeeming zeale of Peha, 

or the ſincere zeale of lias, the Ptieſts of 

Baal myſt be the ſacrifice, chat the Prieſts 
* - * of God may be reſtored. Ir is record- 

cd to the everlaſting honour (and to the 
luſtre of the reformation) of Aſa, He- 

eli ab and 7ofiah, reſtorers of Gods true 

Altar, that chey ſet the Prieſts and Le- 
vites 


| the Prieſthood is eminently reproved by 
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vites (Miniſters of the Altar) in their 
places, and provided their full mainte- 
nance to their encouragement : putting 
a period to the ſad complaint that //-ae/ 
had now for a long ſeaſon beene without 
the true Grd, and Without a Prieſt to teach, 
and without Law;nart onlydo inſtances a- 
bound thus under the Law, (ehich we uſe 
the more,becauſe of the proper uſe of Al- 
tars under it) but alio under the Goſpel. 
Is itnotclear to every reaſonable obſer- 
vant eye; that the Jewiſh and Paganiſh 
Prieſts oppoſed by themſelves, and pro- 
voked others againſt the Apoſtles of 
Chriſt > Do not the Apoſtolical Epiſtles 
demonſtrate the deadly enmity of the 
falſe Apoſtles againſt the true Apoſt'es, 
caſumniating them, ſubverting their Mi- 
niſtery, and diſſwading from their main» 
tenance ; neceſſitating their boaſting 
beyond their purpoſe: and pleading in 
the defence of Miniſterial mainte- 
nance, 45 by the Altar-rule it was requi- 
red, when themſelves had ſufficient and 
abounded? Did not the rage of Paganiſh 
perſecution purſue an / gnatius ot Policar- 
pus, and ſuch Miniſters of the Churches 
as the principal objects ꝰ will not an A- 
poſtate Inlian ſubtilly labour to — 
the 
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the worſhip of Chriſt , by ſubſtracting 


the Miniſterial maintenance: ſubverting 
the Schooles of their qualification, and 
by univerſal coleration, ſupplanting their 
Ordination of Miniſters, If ever «Arrizs 
will build his Altar of denying Chriſt his 
Divinity, Athanaſius muſt be the object 
of his oppoſition: ſo on the other hand, 
if a Chriſtian Conſt ant ine will owne and 
advance the Altar and worſhip of God 
in Chriſt, he will court and comfort, che- 
riſh and ſupport the deſpiſed and deject- 
ed Miniſters thereof; largely allowing 
of himſelfe, and providing for their ſub» 
ſiſtence and encouragement : for ſuper- 
ſticious ſeducers, and will-worſhip-inno- 
vators know the Miniſters of the Goſpel 
to be like the Dog in the Fable, defend · 
jng the ſheep from diflipation and de- 
ſtruction by their wolviſh property: 
and the ſincere worſhippers of God well 
know that God will not be enjoyed im- 
mediately, having appointed a Moſes a 
Mediatour. nor can we expect the tender 
of divine worſh p in his immediate pre- 
ſence, who hath appointed an Ordinance 
of intercourſe betweene himſelfe and his 
Church; the Miniftery of hu eAltar, 
which he hath promiſed to vindicate and 
pre- 
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preſerve to the end of the world : when 
ever he promiſed the communications of 
himſelf to, ot the accepration of worſhip 
from bis Church: ſo that enquiring aftet 
the actors of this (in ofAltar-building,we 
muſt obſerve who they are that expreis en 
mity,not to the perſons of particular Mi- 
niſters only, but to the Miniſtery of Gods 
Altar, making it a ſufficient guilt, odium, 


and object of enmity to be denominated * 


a Miniſter; let us take notice who decline 
and deſpiſe it; Who are they that make 
this Othce the object of railing and re- 
viſing, denominating it Antichriſtian, 
needleſſe, imperious, proud, inſulting, 
edſlaving men to needleſſe nicity, and 
cruel bondage, and all becauſe it corrects 
their errour, curbs their ſuperſtition, and 
commands in the Name of the Lord 
their obedience to divine preſcriptions: 
who they are that raiſe perſecution a- 
gainſt, and with railing tearmes render 
Miniſters as Miniſters vile in the eyes of 
men; and by pretended revelations and 
prophecie decry the Office, ſaying, This 
Antichriſtian Order and its Ordination 


to this Office muſt meet with a period : . 


proclaiming liberty to Chriſtians as 
Chriſtians to invade this Sacred Functi- 
on, 
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on, and to ſpeak in the Name of the 

Lord uncalled, and unqualified, and that 

provoke by principles, petition, or pre- 

rended example to deſtroy and havedi- 

verted the maintenance of ſuch as wait 

on the Altar, deſigned to them both by 

God and man: theſe, 1 ſay, that thus. A- 

pear deadly enemies to the Inſtrument of 

divine worſhip,the Ordinance of waiting 

at Gods true Altar,theGoſpel-Miniſtery, 

although with ſeeming ſanctity, and a 

ſhout of ſaintſhip, cannot be excuſed 

from juſt ground (of ſuſpition at the leaſt) 

2 building Altars beſides the Altar of 
od. 

The fifth Character as the concomi- 

. tant of building Altars beſides the Altar 

| u of God, is, the diſpenſation of divine wor- 

ſhip, without the divine ſtamp of a dus Call 

and Ordinate: never yet appoint- 

ed Altar-worſhip without an Altar-of- 

fice, which might not be common to e- 

very one, nay, which no man muſt take 

— upon him, but he which is called of God, 

Heb. 5. 4. 35 was Aaron. If Miniſtery be as (it can- 

not be denied) a diſtin& Office under 

Law or Goſpel, it mult needs have à due 

© Inau uration thereunto ; for.as in ĩ Srate 

aficvery mans Magiſtracic is a no Magi- 

JO © Nracie; 
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ſtracie; ſo in the Church an every mant 
Miniſtery is no Miniſtery: a erer eri 


of the Pe Its Office, upon the — 


of the peoples holineſſe, to be witneſſed 
againſt by the plates of their cenſers, and 


the budding of Aaron rod is ſuitable 
Corabs ſeparate rebellion : a #k9/oever 
will, Tet — bring a bullock , 7 


Trate bimſelſ a Prieſt, is a fit Canon of pe- 
roboams conſtituted Altar - worſhip at 
Dan and Bethe! : the bigh-way to brin 
the loweſt of the people into Se Frieſts 
c. When did falſe Prophets run ſo 
faſt unſent by the Lord, but when the XI. 
tate /e werte increaſed like theſtreets 
in peruſalemꝰ Not to mũſcipſy needles in- 
ances in this clearcaſe, let the obſetvati · 
on of the Churches of God in al ages wit- 
neſſe the uſurpation of the Miniſterial 
Function never to be found in the Church 
whileſt the doctrine _ of 
Chriſt was preſerved pure and uncortupt 
ed, and never out 5 be Church _— 
and where falle docttines and ſuperſtiti- 
ous innoyations did abound : the promiſe 
of Chriſt concerning the reſtoring of 
his Altar and wprſhip came not Without 


a promiſe to vindicate this Office from A-- 


the invaſion of the uncalled trades-man 
co 
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to the. ſhameful conviction which ſha{l 
extract his owne confeſſion ; I am no 
— Prophet, | am an ks bandman men tanghe 
me to keep canel from my youth, Zach. 
1 3. 5. If therefore we would finde who 
they ate that ſinfully build Altars, we 
muſt conſider who t you that preach 
and practiſe miniſterial dilcharges with- 
oũt Fr Ordination ; who — that 
countenance and contend fot this uſur- 
pacion, counting it a glorious liberty that 
every man may lay his hand on his own 
© head, and ſpeak in We Name of the Lord: 
were the Lordas eminent and immediate 
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many Vzzahs would be found dead for 

5 cheir uncaſled ſetting hand To hold the 
Ark of Gods worſhip, notwithſtanding 

the pretence of neceſſity: How many 

5 Utziab-like Teprous foreheads would 
a 26. de found amongſt bs, of ſuch that by at 
711. leaſt eighty Miniſters of the Lord have 
beene warned; it is not for them, but 

for the Miniſters of the Goſpel to offer 

unto the Lord, But I ſhall conclude 

this Character as a juſt - cauſe to ittitate 

our humiliation before the Lord with 


that obſcryvation of reverend Doctor 
Hal 


in his vindicative ſtroaks for this fin un- 
2 Cam. C. 8 der the Goſpel, 25 under the Law, how 
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Hall upon a caſe not much unlike this, 
though ſomething different: It is a dan- 
gerons thi»qin the ſervice of God to 
decline from his owne inſtitutions; we 
have to do with a power which is wiſe * 
to preſcribe his owne woTThip (in matter D:N 
780 forme) juſt to require what he hath 
Preſcribed, aTÞdWettul to revenge what 
he hath required.. <6 » 

The ſixth and laſt Character which I * 
mall note to you, and I will but briefly Blow a | 
note it, is dolefal conreſts for uniuerſal Dt 
T olzrotion of all religions, which (a wite 3 ., | 

obſervane) notes is nothing elle but the '® 8 
putting of the true Religion out of all 
protection, whileſt therein Satan labours 
to exempt, priviledge, and for ever to 
ſecute his Agents and Brokers (che Se- 
minaries and Teachers of ſoul- murthet- 
ing doctrines) from being moleſted, diſ- 
couraged and diſturbed in his work by 
any Government and Diſcipline Eccle - 

ſiaſtical or Civil; whereby the hands 

of all in power are bouad up (or rather 

cut quite off) that They may never be a- 

ble to Terve God as they ought in the 

protection and propagation of his Goſ- 

pel and worſhip; who ſerioully conſiders 


the ſtrict Lawes the Lord left che Jewes 
K for 


for the keeping of them to bis true Altar, 
and fees not univerſal liberty leading 
? from the ſame, to be ſinſul: nay, who 
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4 conſiders mans novellous nature, and 

* ſees not a neceſſity of being kept to ſome 

: one Religion by anthority , knowing 

f men are naturally bent to mint Gods 

» ſervices in their owne braine, and to go 

„ dau boring Aer their owne inventions, 

do the building of Altats beſide the Altar 

of God: Was this finne ever aged in 

--- T1ſrael, where the ſword was (harp and 

— ſevere againſt innovations? The lamemay 

be demanded concerning the Chriſtian 

Churches; and upon the contrary, was 

not this impiety evermore the cette of 
impunity and univerſal liberty? 

Ade done with the firſt part of the 

enquiry, whether in the mideſt of us Al- 

tars may not be ſcene beſides the Altar 

of God? which we have too much cauſe 

to conclude in the affirmative : I have 


alſo noted the concomitants as Chara- 
cters of this ſin, ſo that the ſubjects of 


enmity to Goſpei- Miniſtery: of di- 
ſpenſing divine Wor ſhip without due call: 
and of doleful conteſts of Toleration of all 
religions: 


dangereits doftrine : of div ining predifti- | 
ons : of dangerous ſeparations : of deadly 
Altar- a 


| 
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religions ; may juſtly be more then ſo- 
ſpeed abettors, advancers, if not aRors 
of Altar-building : and who thoſe are; 
I leave to the obſervation of the wile, 
whoſe eyes are in their head: and paſſe 
forward to the ſecond matter of enqui · 
in order to our humiliation. 

The ſecond thing to be enquired; for 
the defect of which we are to be bum- 
bled in the preſence of a God of jea- 
louſie, is, Whether the ſincere wor ſbippers 
bave or do according to their duty ſee to this 
finne of Altar- building? 'Wherein we 
might enquire after their ſenſible obſer- 
vation of, and affectation with the fin: 
their ſeaſonable caution , and ſerious 
counſel to deſiſtance;. their ſpeedy ac- 
commodations of their brethten in mat- 
ter of accidental temptation : and their 
zealous reſiſtance of the fin according 
to their places, which was before noted 
to be acts of this duty in the religious 
Iſraelites: but inſtead of a ſpirit faith- 
fully diſcharging theſe duties, it were 
well, if to our grieſe, and Gods great 
diſhonour, ſome that have, and eminent ly 
do profeſſe to the worſhip of the true 
God in ttuth, and whoſe places more e- 
minently engage their priority in ſu- 
K 2 ſpecting 
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ſpecting and ſeeing to innovation; Iu- 
perſtition Altarbuilding were not to be 
ſeene. 

Firſt, ſtaid by their ſelf.intereſt from 
furious driving (with a ſceming zeale 
for the Lord of Hoſts) againſt che Al- 
tars and Prieſts of Bau. ſuffering Peha. 
like; Jeroboam Calves at Pan and Be- 
thel, and the high places thereof to ſtand 
unremoved- and nnrebuked, if not un- 
obferved-avi to theit ſinful nature, ſo 
ſoone as th&houſe of Abab is ſubverted 
and themſelvseſtabliſhcd in the high pla- 
ces of the Kingdome : as if Prelatical in- 
novations and ſuperſtitious ceremonies 
were to be deſtroyed as obſtructors of 
their honour and. high enjoy ments, not 
as of u ſinful nature of humane inventi- 
on, and againſt divine preſcription; > 
las j how many may ve far are ſo blind- 
ed with golden thrones and great reve- 
nues, rhat they cannot fee (of rather will 
not) and fo deafned that they canfioc 
hear the reports of Apoſtaſie, backlli- 
ding, error, hereſie, and ercRed in- 
novations, whereby they depart from 
the Lord co build Altars befides his 
Altar. 5 
Secondly, if they be ſeene and heard, 
are 
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ate not ſome that ſhould be covered with 
ſhame, and fic in ſorrow for fo grievous 
a guilt, and greatly provoking: fin : re · 
joycing and readily ſolacing themſelves, 
and with Alcar-building //-ae!, ſhouting g, 
nor for grief, bur great joy : counting, 
and calling it a glorious liberty of con- 
ſcience :reputing the time of the Tolera- 
tion thereof the glory of Goſpel-dayes, 
rebuk ing the rebukers of fo groſſe pro- 
faneneſſe; nay, and what is worſt of all, 
with brazen faces, and as given up to 
ſtrong deluſions, think they do God good 
ſervice that ſo do: preſſing into the pre · 
ſence of God with ſolemne praiſes, as 


if God were an object of confuſed ad - Conte m. 


miniſtrations : and direct oppoſite wor- — — 
(hips : May we not with ſorrow conſider 2 


with Doctor Hall, that it is a miſerable 

thing for Governours ro humour 

people in their fins, and inſtead of ma- 

K ng up the breach, to enlarge it? Do we 
not know that fin will take heart by the 
approbation of the meaneſt looker on? 
bur if authority once ſecond it, it growes 
impudent. 

Thirdly, ſome ſeeing the ſinne, and 
ſaying in their hearts, would it might not 
be, remaine ſinfully ſilent, not conſider- 

K 3 ing 


” . 
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Ezek. 3. 
18. 
Act; 2.36. 


Pſa. po. as ing that the wicked are apt to interpret 
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the ſilence of God himſelf as an argu- 
ment of allowance: and that he that ſees 
the wickedneſſe of the wicked when du- 
ly called ro ſpeak, and warnes not from 
the ſame, is chargeable with the guilt 
of che (in, and reſponſible for the blood 
of the ſinner : How farre is this from 
an Apoſtolicai ſpirit, who will ſpeak, 
though by ſpeaking they create ene- 
mies? 95 
Fourthly and laſtly, ſee we not ſome 
ſpeakiog againſt the ſin, yet (lack in their 
rebukes, much below the zealous reſiſt- 
ance of the Jewes in the text, who 
mince not the matter, but in down-righc 
cermes diſcoyer the nature of the lin, 
and denominate it a rebellion againſt 
God and us: and dictate the aggravati- 
ons therof to render it vile, and not only 
ſo, but with ſword in hand, and reſolu- 
tion in heart to reduce them to obedi- 
ence, warne their deſiſtance, but how 
many Superiours are | ke old &i in their 
rebukes ? It © an evil report that I heare 
of you, my ſons, do not ſo evil againſt the 
Lord, ls it not ſad to ſee in very many 
families, wives, children, ſervants ſinful- 
ly following innovations and bumane 
inventt- 
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inventions againſt the truth and worſhip 
of God with the ſilence, or at the beſt 
but ſlack rebukes of their husbands, pa- 
rents and maſters? whoſe ſovereignty 
exerciſing its juſt ſeverity, might be an 
inſtrument of keeping them more cloſe 
to the Altar that is of divine preſcripti- 
on. It will be no excuſe in the day of the 
Lord, for out neglect or coole, luke- 
warme diſcharge of our duty, to ſay we 
looked for God to reduce them into o- 
bedience to his one will, when God 
hath inveſted us with authority, as in» 
ſtruments to this end: fince God him- 
ſelfe expects this from man, why ſhould 
man expect it from God > We might re- 
member, chough God could as eaſily 
have prevented and redrefled the Altar 
at Horeb by an immediate hand, yet he 
ſends Moſes downe the Mount to do it, 
by ſhewing his ſeverity: ſevete expteſſi- 
ons of anger againſt Altat- building, do 
very well become and ſuit wich the meek- 
eſt Mo et. 

I have done with the enquiry, I ſhall 
leave to your ſerious and ſecond thoughts 
how to finde out the guilt and ſubjects 
thereof, only if ſuch guilt be found in the 
Churches of God in the mideſt of us: 
K 4 that 
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that Altars be built, or in building a+ 
gainſt the Altar of God, and not regard- 
ed or ſeene unto : it is to us matter of 
mourning; and to the exciting your hu- 
miliation, give me leave to ſuggeſt to you 
two or three confiderations. as ſo many 
aggravations of this evil ſo vile in its 
nature, as hath beene evidenced : but as 
to us will be found thereby much more 
vile and grievous. 

The firſt thing that may excite our 
ſorrow is ſuch a motive as is in the ſtory 
under conſideration : wiz. It a finne 
committed whileſt vod is ſtriking for late 
iniquity : Is the iniquity of Peor, too lit- 
tle for us from which we are not cleanſ- 


ed to this day, although there was a 


plague in the Congregation of the Lord? 
7oſo, 22.17, What a vile nature have we, 
that whileſt our wounds are greene for 
a paſt, to run upon a new rebellion ? did 
not our late dayes abound with ſuperſti- 
ous innovations, giving cauſe to the Pa- 
piſts inſultingly to ſay, we were poſting 
towards Rome ? were not many pious 
people burdened in themſelves to ſce 
Surplice- ſer vice, Altar-botving, Eaſtern- 
worſhip, and the like, introduced to, 
and impoſed on the Church as abſolute 
* parts 
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parts of divine worſhip > Were not ma- 
ny faithful Miniſters for their nomob- 
ſervance of ſuch will worſhip ſuſpended, 
filenced, and for their zealons reſiſtance 
many wayes afflifted > Was not the 
Lord provoked > did not bis diſpleaſure 
ariſe ? have we not felt the weight of 
his ſtroke, and ſmart of his rod? are 
our wounds yet healed, our deſola- 
tions rePaired, and our glory reſtored? 
O then may it not be grief ahd heavi- 
neſſe of ſpirit to ſee ſome ſo ſuone to be 
rurgcd from innovations of ceremonies 
to the bringing in of innovated do- 
ctrines, from ſuch as were but circum- 
ſtantial, and conſerved the ſubſtance of 
divine worſhip,to thoſe that are funda- 
mental, in danger to ſubvert the whole 
frame of the divine Altar of Goſpel- 
worſhip? O how fad is the echo that 
(methinks) I hear uttered from heaven 
»2gainſt England, Why ſhould you be 
ſmitten any more, ye revolt more and 
More. 

The ſecond thing that may affect our 
hearts, and engage our hearty humilia- 
tion before God for the ſin of Altar- 
building may be this; that if it be found 
in the mideſt of us unre ſiſted, it is a ſian⸗ 
commit 
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committed under a ſolemne Covenant, 
wherein we ſtand obliged to the Lord, 
and with chearful hearts and hands lift. 
ed up to the moſt high God, have 
ſworne, 

That we ſhall ſincerely , really, and 
conflantly, through the grace of God, en- 
deavour in our places, &c. the preſer vati · 
on of the Reformed Religion in the C hareb 
of Scotland, &c. And to bring the Church- 
t of God in the three Kingdomes, to the 
neareſ® conjunction and wnifermity in 
Ng in Confeſſion of Faith, Forme 
of Cburcb· government, Directory for 
wor ſhip, and Cate hiding. &. Artic. i. 

Secondly, we ſhall in like manner with- 
ont reſþet of perſons, endeavour the extir- 


pation of Popery, Prelacy, &c. Super ii. 
tion, Herefie, Schiſme and Prophaneneſſe, 
and whatſo'ver ſhall be found contrary to 


found doctrine, and the power of godlineſſe, 
oc, that the Lord may be one and bu 
Name one in the three Kingdomes. Ar- 
tic. ⁊. 

Whatſoe ver is conceived, and hath 
beene pleaded by ſome for the ceſſation 
of the obliging power of ſome Articles 
in this Covenanr, yer I keow not any 
that have denied its obligation, and yet 
binding 
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binding force in theſe Articles, and to 
rheſe duties, unleſſe it be ſuch as profane- 
ly jeſting with che whole, have called, 
or counted it a Almanach out if date: 
whileſt therefore we are under the Oath 
of God, may we not be covered with 
ſhame to ſee it broken? Oh, can we with 
comfort remember our paſt condemnati- 
on of Vowes violation, and diſpenſations 
fram the obliging power of Oaths in 
others, and run our ſelves under the 
ſame guilt? O perfideous Nation that 
will keep no promiſe made, though to 
the God of faithfulnefle 1 O perjurious 
people, whom ſacred bonds cannot 
binde, nor ſolemne Oath oblige! Can 
you without bluſhing look upon the Co- 
venant hanging in the places of Aſſem- 
blies, it may be many of your names 
ſubſcribed to it, as an evidence of your 
ſolemne obligation by ic : and remember 
that whileſt you have ſworne uniformity, 
you propagate, or at leaſt indulge mul- 
tiformity of Religion? whilelt you have 
ſworne the extirpation of Baals Altars, 
do you countenance or carry on the e- 
rection of Superſtition, Hereſie, Schiſme? 
whileſt you have ſworne to endeayour 
that the Lord may be one, and his Name 
Ode: 
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one: Do you caſt his worſhip accord - 
ing to your wills, and caſt off his one 
ſtanding rule, and indulge mens wor- 
ſhipping him, and profeſſing his Name 
according to their corrupt. fancies, pre- 
tended to be conſcience > think. you not 
God to be a God of jealouſie, that will, 
and of power that can avenge the quar- 
rell of his Covenant? Againſt what fin 
bath his ſeverity beene expreſſed fo 
much as thoſe ſins that have beene ated 
aſter, and againſt ſolemne Oaths? Let us 
with ſorrow and-ſhame remember that 
the Lord was wroth with Iſrael, and put 
them out of his ſight, becauſe they for- 
ſook his Statutes and bis Covenant: and 
made Calves, and built Altars unto 
them contrary to his commandments, 
2 Kings 17.15,16,17. and their obliging 
oaths. 

But thirdly, we have the more cauſe 
to be humb'ed before che Lord, for that 
the ſevere judgements of God may ſeizs 
upon us, and we have cauſe with feare 
to expect them: I have before noted 
that Altar-buildiog doth incurce Divine 
diſpleaſure, and ſubjeR a people to the 
fury of the Lord: how may we mourne 
to ſee the (in acted and allowed, which 
is 
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is the ſad omen of approaching mi- 

lerie. | 
Fourthly and laſtly, this may affect 

our hearts, and fill us with ſortow, that 

Gnful Altar-building is 4 d provoker 5, gg 

and ſymptome "bf the Lords departure; 

the laſt, but heavieſt of his judgements, 

God will ſtay and threaten many 

miſeries before e come to & leaf 

my ſoul depart from you: I cannot but 

much obſetve the words of Phineas in 

this ſtory, when the two tribes and 

halfe vindicated themſelves from the 

jealouſie of their juſtly ſuſpicious bre- 

tbren concerning their Altar. building, xc coli. 

Thu day I perteive that the Lord is among gust 4 l- 

au, betanſe ye have not done thi treſpaſſe, Cali Jeho- 

Poſh. 22. 31, which words do clearly 1,9 ,4*4 

imply, that Altar- building againſt Gods —— 

Altar, is an undoubted atgument, not fe quia 

only of Gods future, but preſent ab- e gin 

ſence : for if by unity and conſent in —_—_ 

divine worſhip Gods preſence be ar- % gala 

gued; by the rule of contraries , dif- Maſ. In lac. 

ference in, and diſſent from divine wor - 

ſhip muſt needs argue his abſence : Con- 

trarborum contraria eft ratio : Contrary 

reaſons enforce -contrary aſſertions. O 

then, my brethren, is it not a woe * 

that 
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that God is departed from us, certain · 
ly Gods departure in reſpe& of his 
counſelling, ſin · curbing, guiding and di- 
tecting preſence, is a ſad preſage of his 
departure in reſpect of his . 
preſerving, protecting preſence : the fi- 
nall abſence of God is hell ic ſelf: then 
every With-drawing of himſelf muſt 
be a ſpark of chat fire: Happy is the 
man or place with whom God ſtayes to 
chide; for whileſt he ſtayes to reprove, 
there is favour in diſpleaſure ; but when 
he leaves cicher man or Church, there 
is no hope but of fin and vengeance. 
the withdrawing of divine preſence is 
notbing elſe but the preſence of his 
wrath : O can we read the Schiſmes, 
Errours,, Hereſies, and many innovati- 
ons in the mideſt of us.; thoſe ſad ef- 
fects and ſympromes. of divine with- 
drawing, as written in moſt legible 
charaRers without grief in our hearts, 
and tears in our eyes; nay, with a loud 
cry of golden liberty, and glorious 
times? O let us ſmite upon our thigh, 
and jay, What have we done? Let us 
fic in the duſt and ſigk: Let us call for 
the mourning women , that they may 
lament ; confidering that the molt 
heart- 
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heart · pie tcing and doleful tune that 
ever Alt ar · building race did lament- 
ingly expreſſe as the very height of 
their maladies and calamrties, was the 
Comforter that ſhowld relieve my ſoul, 
j farre from me, Lam. 1. 16. 

The ſecond Uſe that I ſhall make 
of the Point, is of exhortation unto 
ſuch as. profe ſſe (but are ſuſpected in 
the Church of God) ro be fincere 
worſhippers of God : and unto them 
I would in the Name of the Lord de- 
fire to think well ' of their brethrens 
jealow enquiry after their courſes, and 
ſuſpition of their rare and unnſnal pra- 
flices ſpringing from unkuowne princi- 
ples: and with 2 ſpirit of meekne ſſe 
beare their juſt reproofes and Chriſti» 
an cautions , compoſing themſelves to 
give an account unto their brethrens 
demands, and readily to declare the 
grounds and reaſons of their mote then 
ordinary undertakings : I do not de- 
ny but juſt actions may be unjuſtly 
ſuſpected and condemned to be finful: 
but if this jcalouſie can plead igno- 
tance, it will thereby expect juſtifica- 
tion rather then cenſure : animoſity of 
ſpirit, and outcries of violence and 

, bitterneſſe 
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bitterneſſe againſt the modeſt demands 
of jealouſie doth very much argue guilt: 
for it is an obſervatian as true as com- 
mon, Inocencie fears no trials, We ſhall 
finde an example in this very ftory 
worthy imiration , the ten tribes and 
a half hearing of an Altar-building- 
work, by their Ambaſſadours make a 
ſevere expoſtulating, reproving de- 
mand of the ground and end of fo 
ſudden, ft range, unconſulted, and un- 
declared action: yet we here have no 
complaiars of violence, bitterneſſe, ot 
cenſoriouſneſſe but 2 ſpeedy and meek 
ſubmiſſian to their brethrens demand, 
readily declaring their motive to: this 
work '( viz.) ro engage poſterity to 
Gods Altat before the Arke, theit end 
in the erecting this Altar to be, that 
it mayde a witneſſe of their relation to 
tho God- of ral: Where: is the ſpi- 
rit of brethren which ſhould engage a 
ready fatisfying of--the ſuſpitious de» 
mands of brethren > Where is the ſpi- 
rit of due ſubjection to the authority 
of the Churches, which ſhould declare 
ptinciples and practices, and ſubmit 
them with meekneſſe unto triall 2: 1f 
brethren ſtand at diftance from — 
* an 
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and expreſſed offence agaiult their ſingu- 
lar unuſual courſes, may they not reflect 
upon themſelves, and conclude it to be a 
ſelf created croſſe, whileſt in pride or 
peeviſhneſſe they refuſe to declare and 
ſubmit to cenſure the ground and end of 
their ſtrange proceedings ? Have not ma- 
ny a Phinehs both joyntly and ſingly de- 
fired of ſeparating congregational bre - 
thren , a platforme of their pretended 
way of Chriſt,a ſum of their ſetled prin- 
ciples to which they would ſtick, without 
making new light old: an expreſſe of the 
rules drawn from Scripture, which (hall 
regulate cheir practice and proceedings 
ſo diflerent from their brethren, if I may 
not ſay dividing from the body of the 
Church of God; that they might be com- 
pared with the patterne in the Mount, the 
Scriptures of God, by which all the way 
of the Churches mult be judged? O that I 
might once more intreat in the name of 
the ſincere worſhippers at Gods Altar, 
though not ſo immediately delegated as 
was Phinc ha, or ſome of the Miniſters of 

Gods Goſpel- Altat that have demanded 

it) that they would at laſt (after all theit 

proteltations, that they would walk cloſ- 

eſt wich Cb · dt according to n 

L an 
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und Apoſtolical practice: their folemne 
promiſe to their brethen, the perform- 
ance of which hath been long, though in 
yaine expected: )approve their brotherly 
affection, and a due ſubjection to the au- 
thority of the Churches of Jeſus Chriſt, 
by drawing up 4 plat · forme of the way 
in which they walk : accommodating 
their brerhren with the principles chat 
rule their practice, ſubmitting the ſame 
with alacriry, and meekneſſe, unto trial: 
chat an inability or unwillingnefſe to di- 
ſcover the ſame, ſtirre and ſtrengthen not 
ſuſpition, and give us cauſe to conclude 
them Lucifuge Scripturarum, decliners 
of trial. Let me once more note to them 
this is neceflary, that their principles may 
juſtifie'or condemne the practice of ſome 
that have taken up the profeſſion of 
Chriſt in their way; for if we muſt gather 
their 'principles from preſent practice: 
their gathering Churches out of Church- 
en their covenant - admiſſion intoChurch- 
memberſhip : their private mens preach- 
ing and adminiſtration of Sacraments, 
wich the Schiſme they have made from 
that one body in which they were bapti- 
zed : we cannot but be jealous with a ho- 
ly jealouſie, that they do at the leaſt for- 
mally 
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majly build Altars againſt che: Altar of 
God. 
The fecond exhortation which may 
rather be # dehortacion, is unto ſach as 
are turned aſide from the holy-com- 
mand, and do either materially, 2s the 
Papi ſts and others ; or formally, as con- 
gregational Separatiſts, build Altars be- 
fides che Altar of God: in the Name of 
the Lord deſiſt your work, ſtay your pro- 
ceeding, ceaſe to build; far your work 
will finde no acceptance with the Lord. 
Shall I uſe to you the dialect in the text, 
Rebel not againſt the Lord and againſt wt 
(your brethren,) to build you Altar: befrce 
the A'tay of the Lord, Confider that al- 
though Gods patience may long beare, 
and whileſt you offer Incenſe to the 
Queene of heaven, and corrupe the wor- 
ſhip of a boly God, you may have plen- 
ty of victuals, you may be well, and fee 
no evil, yet fury will be provoked, and 
take away corne, and wine, and oy le, &c. 
Hoſ.2. Conſider, and lay it ſeriouſly to 
heart, that offering falie fire to the true 
God, and adoring afaiſc god, are Homo- 
genea), of the ſame nature, Altars 7 
God: God is provoked to jealouſie by 
the rirality of falſe worſhip, as well as 
of falſe gods. L 2 I (bail 
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I (hall not I hope againe need to open 
the fury of the Lord provoked by,and ex- 


preſſed againſt this fin: only let me in ge- 
neral note to you, that God hath reſolved 
to cover Altar-builders with ſhame, and 
fill chem with bluſhing, notwithſtanding 
his long ſilence be bath reſolved thac 
they ſhall be aſhamed of their ſtrange ſa- 
crifices, Hoſ.4.19. and of the Oaks which 
they bave made,and the gardens which they 
have choſen, Iſa. 1.29. Know, that if any 
will preſume to ſtep out of his calling,and 
ſpeak in the Name of the Lord, uncalled; 
that God hath ſaid, who both can and 
will ſee it done: The Prophet ſball be aſba· 
med every one of bu Viſion; and in their 
ſhameſhall ſay, / am no Prophet, 1 am an 
bus bandman; for men taught me to keepe 
cattel from my youth, Zech.13.4.1 ceaſe to 
admire, & cannot but adore the juſtdeal- 
ing of a righteous God, that the doctrine 
& practice of the Nicolaitans was uſually 
an attendant,or effect of the Hereſies and 
Innovations of the Primitive times, and 
that ſinful ſcparations and Altar - build · 
ing innovations in matter or in forme, 
bath produced indulgence of filthy and 
abom inable Ranting principles and pra- 
Rices in our dayes: when I ſeriouſly con- 
ſider 
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ſider that ſad denunciationiof this ſhame. 
ful jodgement in Ho. 4. 12,13,14. The 
ſpirit of whoredome hath cauſed co erre, 
and they have gone a whoring from un+ 
der their God, they ſacrifice on the tops 
of the mountains, and burne Incenſe up- 
on the hills under the Oaks, &c. Therefore 
Jour daughters ſtall commit whoredowe,and 
your ſpouſes ſhall commit adultery ; I will 
not puniſh your daughters when they com- 
mit 23. war nor your ſponſes when they 
commit adultery: for themſelves are ſepa- 
rated with whores, and they ſacrifice with 
harlots, Take heed leſt God ſay unto 
you, as he once ſaid unto Ephraim, be- 
cauſe they have multiplied Altars to ſinne, 
Altars ſpall be anto them to fin, Hol. 8. 
11. For pretended piety in the increaſe of 
Altars may be juſtly puniſhed with obdu· 
racie in the ſin, that God may ſay, Seeing 
they will introduce ſinful innovations 
contrary to divine preſctiptions, they ſhal 
ſo do to their ſhame and ſin. The Lord 
perſwade the hearts of ſuch as ſuperſtiti · 
oufly build Altars in matter or forme be- 
ſides the Altar of God, to teturne and 

ſincerely ſpeak the language of tepenting 

Ephraim, M bat have I to do any more With 
Idoliꝰ So, what have we to do any more 

L3 . with 
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with Altars, Innovations, humane invent» 
tions? we will wait on, and follow after 
divine preſcriptions. 

The third and laſt exhortation is, to 
ſuch as are ſincerely, and indeed worſhip- 
pers of God ar his own only Altar,hold- 
ing faſt the Covenant of God. walking 
according to divine commandment, and 
keeping communion with the Chorches 
of God; them I would exhort in 
the Name of the Lotd to tick cloſe to the 
Alt ar of God, and ſet your ſelves in your 
ſeveral place! aga'nſt nch as build Alt ar- 
againſt Gods Altar: Let not your ſouls be 
unſtable in the wayes of the Lord, de- 
chning divine preſcriptions, and embra» 
cidg humane inventions, and ſuperſtit i- 
ons innovations: Let the world witneſſe 
you to be cobformable Non-conformiſts, 
who not conforming to ſome Canons 
aud Cuſtomes of the Churches, contrary 
to and inconſiſtent with the Canon of 
Scripture, yer readily conforme to the 
worſhip in matter and forme, compoſed 
according to the patterne in the mount, 
the Word of God, conſerving the unity 
of and communion with — of 
God, that continue the Altar according 
to divine preſcription : ſet your zeale a» 

gainſt 
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eainſt ſuperſtition, ruſhing from extreme 
to extreme, ſchiſmatical ſocieties,and he- 
retical principles, and practice; proclaime 
ſincerity, and not ſchilme ; following af- 
ter purity in divine worſhip, and not fa» 
ction: to have been the cauſe of that non- 
compliance which expoſed you to the un- 
juſt charge of Puritaniſme, and ſeparati- 
onfrom the Temple and Altar of God. 
Oh be perſwaded to ſhake hands with 
ſuch as ſhake hands with God and his 
worſhip. If any will cry, the people are 
all holy, to the decrying of Goſpel · Mini- 
ſtery, conclude them too prophane for 
you to joyne with, Let not example, or 
eminent profeſſions of piety perſwade 
you to receive principles or practices un- 
proved, Be ſure to follow the counſel of 
God, to go forth by the foatſteps of the 
flocks, 3nd to feed their kids beſide the 
ſhepherds tents, when you are in dans 
ger to turne aſide by the flocks of Altar- 
building companions : for unity to, and 
(as Diadate notes) imitation of the true 
Churches of Chriſt, is a preſervative a+ 
gainſt Apoſtaſie to Idolatry, If the ten 
Tribes would drive to the Altats at Dan 
and Bethel, draw (with the Levites, and 
all that ſer themſelves to ſeek the Lord) 

0 
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to peraſalem, to ſacrifice to the Lord at 
his own Altar: though with the loſſe of 
your Cities, Suburbs, and ſweet enjoy- 
ments : though Iſrac i play the harlot, let 
not udab offend; come not to Gilgal to 
tranſgreſſs, nor to Bethaven to (wear by 
the Lotd: put your ſelves in dayes of ge- 
nera] <a to be hid amongſt the 
thouſands of the Lord that bow not the 
knee to Baal: and under the protection 
of that God, that can reſtraine the fury 
of the fire, and rage of roating Lions, when 
let looſe againſt his ſervants for their ad- 
herencie to his Altar and worſhip; mani- 
feſt your ſelves approved in the Lords 
Sanctuary, now Hereſies are abroad, to 2 
diſcovery of the unſound, Will it not be 
an anſwer of confidence and comfort to 
the Lords demand in a day of general de- 
fection and dolor, The children of 1/ra+ 
el have forſaken thy Covenant broken down 
thine Altars, and ſlaine thy Prophets, and 


1, even I only amleft alone?Is not conſtant ' 


adherencie to the ſincere worſhip Altar 
of God commended to us by a cloud of 
witneſſes, who ſuffered moſt exquiſite tor» 
ments for the ſame, not only by the Jews 
and Ty IO enemies to the Al- 
tar of God; but allo by the Donatiſts, Na · 

vatians 
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vatians and ArrianHeretiques,apoſtatized 
from the truth of divine worſhip, befides 
Papiſts and Germane Anabaptiſts, who 
baprized ſuch baptiſmo flaming with fire, 
as would not be according to their fancie 
baptized baptiſmo fluminis with water; ſo 
that you ſee the counſel ofGod and cloud 
of witneſſes in the Church, charging you 
to take heed of C— humane 
inventions, Altar - build ing e the Al- 
tar of God. . 

Not only are you to be exhorted to 
ſtick cloſe to the Altar of God, and take 
heed of declining to, or turning after falſe 
Altars; but alſo in your places, according 
to your capacity, ſet your ſelves 2 the 
fin of eAltar-building, ſenſibly obſerving, 
ſadly bewailing, and ſpeedily ſuppreſſing 
the fin in ſuch as act, or advance it. Ne- 
ver let it be ſaid that profeſſed worſhip- 
pers at Gods Altar ſhut their eyes at the 
increaſe of Altars againſt God, and re- 
maine ſilent under the ſleighting of di- 
vine preſcription, and ſinful innovating 
of ſuperſtitious matter or formes in the 
Lords ſervice, Sad is the age in which we 
live; for that Chriſtianity muſt be ap · 
proved by apologizing for, nay, appears 
ing in the defence of uniyerſal liberty of 

| all, 
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all, or zn of divine worſhip : and 
moderation made to eonſiſt in a mincing 
and extenuaxing of this fin of Altar · build 
ing; niy, in a poſnive ſilence as concern · 
ing it: as if Maſes heurt might not be 
ſoft towards 1/r eel, whileſt his fury is bot 
zgainft their Calfe and Altar: or Paul 
let his moderation be known to all men, 
and yer fervently ejaculate a World 

Were cus off that trouble the Churches 
by their Altar· building ſuperſtitious do- 
Arines. Be not deceived, my brethren, 
fins complaint of violence and bitterneſs, 
muſt be bo check to ſincere zeale: hat 
if many things accompany Altar building 
which ate of the Lords own drawing and 


HallsCon- direQting; way not Moſes more hate the 
templati- 
ons on the 
Calfe at 
Horeb, 


olden Calfe wherein is engraven the I- 

olatry of the I/rae/ites, then honour 
the Tables of ſtone , wherein God had 
engraven his Commandments, and long 
more to deface the Idol. then care to pre- 
ſerve the Tables > What foul knowes the 
right nature of z-3le, and ſubſcribes not 
to that unqueſtionable truth, that every 
man quoad captum, in their places, accord - 
ing to their poweria ars bound to defend the 


Altar of God againſt all contrary Altars of 


hawmne ercition? conſidering the ſword 
put 
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put into the hand of the Magiſtrate, the 
cenſures into the power of the Church, 
not only to be uſed againſt fins of the fe 
cond. but alſo of the ficſt Table: and ſee 
not ſufficient reaſon to ſet it (elf againſt 
(much leſſe to countenance and indulge) 
ſueh as ſer their poſt by Gods poſt, their 
threſhold by the Lords thrcſhold. The 
general commands of God to deſtroy 
the Altats and places built againſt his, 
with the exemplary zeale, not only under 
the Law, but alſo under the Goſpel of 
Civil as well Eccleſiaſtical powers, may 
be forcible inducements to the reſiſtance 
andjreſtraining of Altars againſt Gods: 
as Of Conſtantine,T heodoſina, V alentinianzes 
and others; expreflely decreeing, that in 
all places, and throughout every City 
the Temples be ſhut up, and liberty be 
denied to wicked men, to have acceſſe 
thicher to commit Idolatry : as allo that 
men be reſtrained from making ſacrifice, 
whereby they reſtrained falſe Altars, 
though I confeſſe they compelled not to 
the Altar of (God, I ſhall never owne or 
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indulge ſuch Papal cruelty, as did drive and 8. ger. 


with _ the Pagan Natives in Amer i- 
ca to the font to be baptized before they 
were catechized in, and convinced of the 
doctrine 
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Ferus in daftrine of ſeſusChriſt, & divine worſhip: 
Decla- in yet Iwiſh Ferus wiſh that men in power in 
Foſv-22. republiques might imitate the Magiſtra- 
Vtinam ta- ( a 

lic Nelas in tical Zea of theſe Emperours, in not on- 
whis eſſer, ly reſtraining Heatheniſh, but alſo Arri- 
& quidem an Heretical Altars, and contending for 
nen an%m yoaninity in divine worſhip among ſuch 


— as have laid hold on Gods Covenant, are 


u, (td in · profeſſed members of the Church : and 
nume a. 


that the authoritative Aſſemblies of the 
Churches would follow the foot-ſteps of 
the A poſtolicalCouncel at Antioch,againſt 
the Alrar of Gircumcifion : the Synods 
in A,, at Ancyra, at Antioch, in France, 
held againſt the Montanifts Altar-build- 
ing Heretiques, when and where they ex- 
communicated Montarus : Synods at 
Rome in Aung 246. and 254.2gainſt No- 
vat us and his Hereſie: at Antioch to the 
ſuppreſſing and condemning the Hereſie 

Panlns Samoſatents, and of the Ni- 
cene and othes Councels againſt the Ar- 
rian Hereſie : and alſo the authority that 
Jeſos Chriſt hath left in his Church co the 
rejecting of Alrar-bailding Herctiques 
after the firſt and ſecond admonition: 
the charge of particular Elders of the 
Churchesis charged on the Elders of E- 
pheſws, in them on all others to look to 
the 
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the Churches of God committed to their 

charge, that they follow not ſeducers, 

which may ariſe from among themſelves 

to draw aſide diſciples after them. 

Let us take heed of adding filence or 
ſinful indulgence of Alrar-building(as the 
more ſad ſymptom of Gods depwrture)to 
the too many eminent and too evident 
ſignes thereof extant in the mideſt of us: 
what a black but of blemiſh was it to 
Aſa, «Amaziah, and other reforming 
Kings of ?#dab, T hat the high places were 
not removed but the people yet did ſacrifice? 
Will it not then be renifired-e6 all ſuc- 
ceeding ages to the infamie of our begun 
Reformation, that Altar-building was 
acted by ſome eminent zealots therein, 
and ſuperſtitious doctrines and practice 
eminently indulged by univerſal Tolera- 
tion? The late liberty of innovating ſuper- 
fluous and ſuperſtitious ceremonies con- 
ſiſtent with the ſubſtance of divine wor- 
ſhip, chough unfit to be annexed, was re- 
puted a poſting towards Popety : but I 
am ſure, ſuffering, and not ſuppreſſing 
Sehiſmes, all ſorts of doctrines, chough 
never ſo diſſonant to divine dictates, and 
liberty to embrace: any religion withour 
the eſtabliſhing the Lords Altar, is, & 3 
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be found ta be the high - way to Atheiſm, 
The — — the Goſpel generally 
heir At- throughout ation, not many yeares 
teſtationto ſince, acted by a ſpirit of zeale, did * de · 
— clate againſt Schilme, Ercours, Herefies, 
reae".r, and the.proteRion thereof by univerſal 
zainſt Er. Toleration ; Oh my brethren, take beed 
rors, Hete · you loſe dot your firſt love: be intreated 
fies,Sichiſ- in the fear of the Lord to know the au- 
imes, and chority with which Chaiſt bach inveſted 
doncherof bis Churches, and entruſted you to the 
defending of his Altar, when Magiſtrates 

will dot ( nay, it may be chere is no Ma- 

iſtrate for to) do it: unite you together 

in the fear of the Lord, exhibit and exex- 

ciſe the Diſcipline af the Lord in the mid- 

eſt of his people. Let not the N 

of Suſpenſion and excommunicatian h. 

utterly removed, as if nevet placed hy the 
Lord about his holy Mount: Let the men 

of the world ſee that Chriſt can have 8 
Qhurch in a Nation formally no Nation, 

dut a Chyos of conſuſed people: ſecond 

your atteſtation with a ficſt and ſecond 
chprrAtion to Agar-builders, if they 
will not 5caſe, 2 how mieh . 

on and cutting off from nctuaty 

God. Conſider ſeriouſſy, that if the ha- 
vin za che Chuich them (hat by tbe 
Fig 


ls, 
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Againſt ſinful Altars. 
ine of Baalam, and of the Nicol ai« 
t: and ſaffering the women Jexabel, 
Which calleth ber ſelf 4 qi, „ bo 
reach and ſeduce the Lords people: be the 
few things that God hath againſt us; we 
ſhall have cauſe to fear that we ſhall fol- 
low the ſeven Churches of Aſia in their 
ſad rejection for following them in ſin- 
ful Toleration. Let therefore the Prieſts 
and Princes; nay, all the people of Gods 
Iſrael ſay to ſuch of their brethren asthey 
— to depart from the Lord nay, and 
according to their capacity, labour to ef- 
feR it, that they may not rebel ag 

Lord, and againſt us, to build an Altar 
beſide the Alcar of the Lord: 


Mir gen Ee Gig. 
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